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[Sabah’s 
wife laid 
to rest 

KUWAIT, April U (Kuna): 
The body of Sheikha 
Falouh Salman AJ Hmoud 
A] Sabah, wife of Kuwaiti 
Deputy Premier and 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Sabah AJ Ahmed, was laid 
to rest here todav. 

Sheikha Fatoiih. 54, died 
last night and news of her 
death was announced by the 
Amiri Diwan. 

The funeral procession 
was led by H.H. the Amir, 
H.H. the Crown Prince and 
Premier Sheikh Saad A1 
Abdallah, head of the 
National Guard Sheikh 
Salem A I Ali. Deputy 
Premier and Foreign Mini- 
ster Sheikh Sabah A1 
Ahmed. Sheikhs, two sons 
of the deceased Sheikh Nas- 
ser and Sheikh Hamad as 
well as members of the 
bereaved family. 

Condolences will be 
accepted by Dasman Palace 
after the Eshah prayers ton- 
ight. 

Rebels 
threaten 
US men 

in Manila 

. 

MANILA, April L (AP): The 
Communist rebel chieftain 
threatened today to escalate 
attacks in cities and warned that . 
targets could include USmilitaxy*- 
personnel and Japanese aid 
workers allegedly involved in 
counter-insurgency efforts. 

Both US and Japanese 
officials deny any role ui counter- 
insurgency operations. 

Romulo Kintanar, chief of 
staff of the New People's Army, 
escaped in November 1988 while 
attending a birthday party for his 
former prison warden. He made 
the remarks in a written 
statement sent to news organisa- 
tions three days after the rebel 
movement marked its 21 st year 
anniversary. 

“Definitely, we will intensify 
urban warfare as the puppet 
government of (President 
Corazon) Aquino and its 
military continues to oppress 
people in cities and the whole 
country," Kintanar said. “It is to 
be expected that the mass 
movement and partisan opera- 
dons wilLbe heightened in urban 
centres." 

Kintanar said that targets 
would include Americans along 
with and Japanese involved in 
counter-insurgency. He said US 
troops have no right to stay in the 
Philippines “even for a brief 
period of time." 

He also charged that projects 
funded by the Japanese official 
development assistance are 
being used against their “mass 
base* m the countryside, and 
that Japanese aid workers were 
therefore legitimate targets. 

“We gathered information that 
the Japanese Oda is bring used 
for counter-insurgency," he said. 

“There are also times when these 
are against peasants, their 
livelihood and the environment. 

“We are warning the Japanese 
government to stop this. We are 
asking the Japanese people u> 
oppose this evil deed by then* 

lr V ^mno conferred today with 
congressional leaders but failed 
to overcome opposition to her 
controversial agrarian reform 

secretary. . . , , 

The meeting, which induced 

leaders of the pro-Aquino strug- 
gle of the democratic Filipino 

Fkrty (LDP), was called to over- 

atfWg 

Aquino, members on the con- 
gressional commission on 

ssrsasssss 

fe^UTlK is biased against 
landlor ds. _ 
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Demonstrators battle police near Downing Street 1 30 injured and 340 arrested; shops looted as angry crowds rampage 



London revolt 
against poll tax 

I'm not retiring, says Thatcher 




LONDON, April 1, (Agencies): Demonstrators battled police on 
the streets of London for more than seven hours in the most violent 
protests yet against a new tax which has sent Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher’s popularity plummeting. 

As many as 130 people, almost half of them police, were 
injured a s angry crowds rampaged through the centre of the 
Hundreds of youths began pei- 


British capital yesterday, attacking police with stones, overturn- 
ing cars, starting fires and smashing shop windows. 

A rally of more than 40,000 people demonstrating against the so- 
called "poll tax” erupted in violence when a breakaway group tried to 
reach Thatcher's Downing Street residence and were pushed back by 
police. 


An anti-poll-tax demonstrator perches on a lamp postasa construction site cabin burns in the background. (Reuter- 

wirephoto) 
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Stronger GCC, ACC ties arsed: For- 
mer secretary-general of the Arab League Mahmoud 
Riad called for stronger security links between two 
Arab groups in remarks published on Sunday. 

He said the six Gulf Co- operation Council (GCC) 
states and the Arab Co-operation Council (ACC) 
grouping Jordan, Egypt, North Yemen and Iraq 
would co-ordinate more closely. (Reuter) 

• • • 

Car ploughs into a group: Thirteen people 
were killed when a car ploughed into a group or 
supp o r t er s on their way to hear African National 
Congress leader Nelson Mandela address a rally on 
Sunday. 

A spokesman for Livingstone Hospital in the eas- 
tern cape coastal town of Port Elizabeth said at least 
12 people were injured. (Reuter) 


was identified as S.M. was charged of committing a 
Dumber of traffic violations, a press release by the 
Interior Ministry Public Relations Department said 
yesterday. The ministry said that this is the first time ;a 
lady has been sentenced in jail for traffic violation in 
Kuwait The court charged the lady of reckless driv- 
ing breaking speed inntts, fleeing from the police 
patrol, refuel to give her driving licence and registra- 
tion book in addition to violating public discipline 
rules. 


Switzerland from the Matterhorn to Geneva at the 
weekend in a bid to raise money for the handicapped. 

Using 1 3 different non- motorised forms of trans- 
port from horse-hack riding to hang-gliding, Jean 
TroQlet completed the arduous journey in just 31 
hours. (Reuter) 

• • • 

Kuwaiti lady sentenced: a Kuwaiti iad> 
was sentenced by the Traffic Court to a one month 
imprisonment and fine of KD50. The lady, who 


contraception that vaccinates women against preg- 
nancy for up to two years, it was reported in London 
Sunday. 

The vaccine works by covering the human egg in 
antibodies so that the male sperm cannot recognise 
the egg and fertilise it, the Observer newspaper said. 
(Kuna) 

w + m 

‘Freedom for Boormoba:* Tunisia's main 
opposition party, the Movement of Socialist 
Democrats, has said the authorities were bolding 
former president Habib Bourguiba under what 
amounted to bouse arrest and should let him go. 

“He (Bouguiba) is under strict supervision and 
receives visits only from his family, some acquaintan- 
ces and his doctors, only with advance permission 
from the authorities,” the party said in this week's 
edition of its newspaper A1 Mustaqbal. (Reuter) 


ting police lines with stones 
pillaged from a building site on 
Whitehall, site on the main 
government offices. 

Police and hospital officials 
said as many as 57 police and 75 
civilians were injured. The officer 
in charge of policing the rally. 
Deputy Assistant Commissioner 
David Meynell, told a news con- 
ference 34 1 people were arrested. 

He said the event began as a 
peaceful and organised march 
and blamed around 3,000 “fairly 
hard core violent people" for the 
disorder. 

A bufldinginTrafalgarSquare 
was set alight and a thick pall of 
smoke rose the area littered with 
broken glass and debris. A small 
fire at the South African embassy 
was pul out 

Theatres cancelled shows and 
restaurants closed as the distur- 
bances spread. People beading 
for the theatre and tourists 
caught by the violence ran for 
cover. 

The 2,000 policemen assigned 
to police the rally at first 
retreated under a shower of mis- 
siles but later regrouped and 
charged into the crowd. Riot 
police with shields and batons 
and police officers on horseback 
were called in. 

“The police tried to crush us 
from both sides from White- 
hall," said a student who asked to 
be identified only as Lara. “Peo- 
ple were in a panic. There were 
young children there and old 
people, but the horses were step- 
ping on any body. " 

(Continued on Page 2) 

Saudi denial 

No split over 
border accord 

RIYADH, April 1, (Kuna): 
Saudi Arabia categorically den- 
ied British press reports which 
claimed that Saudi leaders were 
split over a- border agreement 
between the kingdom and its 
neighbour, Oman. 

The state-run news agency 
SPA quoted an unnamed official 
source as saying the reports, 
published yesterday in the 
Independent Daily newspaper 
and the economist report, were 
“entirely baseless.” 

The source “regretted" the 
publication of the reports and 
indicated they were part of mis- 
leading campaigns against the 
Saudi Kingdom. 







A policeman arresis a rioter as violence spread through- 
out downtown London streets following anti-poll tax 


demonstrations in Trafalgar Square March 31. (Reuter 
wirephoto) 


Threat to kill 
US citizens 

Anger at Jew influx 


AMMAN, April I, (Reuter): A 
previously unknown Muslim group 
threatened in a statement reported 
today to kiD Americans in reprisal for 
what it called Washington's anti- 
Arab campaigns. 

The Islamic Army for die Libera- 
tion of Palestine said it would also 
attack Polish and Soviet interests for 
helping Soviet Jews to emigrate to 
Israel and take action against Britain 
to halt what it called a British cam- 
paign against Iraq. 

The English-language Jordan 
Times daily said local Islamic 
movements denied links with the 
group. 

It quoted Muslim Brotherhood 
sources as saying it was backed by 
one of Jordan’s Arab neighbours, 
which it did not name, and was also 
affiliated to the Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad factions in the Israeli-held 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“The Islamic Army for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine warns that it w31 


blow up 173 American companies 
operating in the Arab Gulf region 
and assassinate important American 
personalities, including American 
ambassadors." said the one-page 
handwritten statement in Arabic. 

it said the warning was prompted 
by “Washington's threats to Muslim 
Libya, especially against Rabta 
plant.'' 

The United States says Libya is 
trying to make chemical weapons at 
its Rabta factory, which may have 
been damaged in a mysterious fire 
last month. Libya denies the charge. 

Meanwhile, a Jordanian official 
said today a fundamentalist Islamic 
group fired two Soviet-made rockets 
at neighbouring Israel on Thursday 
from an area in southern Jordan bor- 
dering the Jewish state. 

The incident followed a brief clash 
between the Jordanian Army and a 
group of infiltrators who crossed into 
Jordan from the eastern border of 
Syria on March 21. 


Nepal’s king fires nine ministers 


7,000 rally to protest police shootings 
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KATMANDU. April I, (Agencies): 
King Birendra announced major chan- 
ces in the government, which was split 
by widespread pro-democracy protests 
and demonstrations against police kill- 
ing and wounding protesters in the 
Himalayan kingdom. 

An estimated 7,000 demonstrators 
armed with sickles, knives, sticks and 
other homemade weapons took to the 
streets of the capital today to protest 
the police shootings, which have 
claimed at least 1 6 Hves since the protest 
began Feb 18. 

A similar-site crowd shouting, “we 
will retaliate murder with murder," 
demonstrated yesterday in the capital. 
Police again fired on the protesters, 
wounding at least four, and made, 
dozens of arrests, witnesses said. 


Several thousand medical profes- 
sionals went on strike throughout the 
Katmandu valley today to protest the 
detention or nine doctors and nurses 
and to denounce police firing at demon- 
strators and arrests of protesters. 

Doctors and nurses went on strike 
today to protest the arrests of medical 
professionals but called off their action 
after the government agreed to release 
those detained. They said today the 
government reneged on its promise. 

The government aim announced it 
was.closing all schools in and around 
Katmandu following a series of violent 
dashes on campuses in recent days bet- 
ween student activists and police. 

Harvard-educated King Birendra 
fired nine government ministers today 
but said he was retaining Marich Man 


Sin|*h as prime minister. He named 
Soviet-trained engineer Hari Bahadur 
Busneyt as foreign minister to replace 
Sbailendra Kumar Upadhayaya, who 
resigned on Friday in protest against 
police firing on protesters in the 
capital's suburb of Patan, killing two. 

At least 14 others have been killed in 
violent prodemocracy demonstrations 
since the movement was started Feb 18 
by opposition members 

Thousands of people spent last night 
outdoors and set up roadblocks to 
prevent police vehicles from entering 
thecity center to cany outmorearrests. 

Temple bells rang throughout the 
night to warn residents of approaching 
policemen but there was no violence 
reported. 



Demonstrators rush their injured follow demonstrator to hospital after rtoi police opened 
them March 30 in Patan. Nepal. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Call for 

mass 

weddings 

SHARJAH, United Arab Emirates, 
April 1,(AP): The ruler of this south- 
ern Gulf emirate. Sheikh Sultan Bin 
Mohammed Al Qassimi, has called 
for bolding mass weddings to cut 
down on high marriage expenses. 

In the oil-rich Gulf, not only are 
dowriesexorbi tant but the fami lies of 
brides and bridegrooms by custom . 
'have to organize lavish wedding 
celebrations. 

The heavy cost of marrying has 
created a social problem that hinders 
marriages and prompts men to seek 
. Indian, Filipino or Egyptian wives 
who do not insist on the local dowry 
levels. 

A dowry may go as high as 1 00.000 
dirhams (S28.000), with an 
equivalent amount needed for wed- 
ding expenses. 

Sheikh Sultan, in a television 
address yesterday night criticized 
fathers over their exaggerated 
demands from those who seek their 
daughters in marriage. “The 
problem is that there are several 
greedy fathers." he said. 

’■ :: m Y BY.BAYF] 


THE GCC states are sup- 
posed to be open to its citizens 
to freely work and move with- 
out any restrictions. 

Unfortunately, this is not 
the scenario, though they can 
move freely in foreign coun- 
tries. 

Why can we not open our 
doors and appreciate the 
positive developments in the 
dty of Dubai in the bAE 
where there are no hurdles 
and complete freedom of 
movement alongwith free 
enterprise. 

Here, we maintain that the 
Dubai experiment is subject 
to collapse, though for the 
past 30 years. Dubai has been 
maintaining free enieiprise 
without complications. 
Basically. Dubai applies the 
theory: “Work wherever and 
with whatever you can and 
also take whatever you can." 

Zahed Matar 
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3 die in Prabhakaran emerges from hiding 

nlana sAVKSWsi'SS: 

■ I I 1 1 T amil guerrilla leader, said today that hi s men said. . . t the ^ueic “will not region, said the former Indian leadership 

■ W wouldnghtthe Colombo government again if to smash theTamil freedom stmggleand 

■ X d e"uTSe“Li D dcpc„dcntly Sri Lantern g™^ttrie, ^supprgsth; ^LTO- e ^ biggest 
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NEW DELHI, April I, (AP): An 
Indian Air Force plane crashed 
on a house in an eastern Indian 
village on Saturday, killing three 
residents, a news agency repor- 
ted. 

United News of India said the 
pilot bailed out and survived the 
crash that occurred in Kaggachia 
village in West Bengal State, 
1 200 kilometers (750 miles) east 
of New Delhi. 

The victims were a couple who 
owned the bouse and their 
daughter. United News said. It 
said the aircraft and the house 
were destroyed. 

The plane was on a routine 1 
flight and had taken off from a 
nearby air force base. United 
News said. It did not identify the 
plane or say what caused the 
crash. 

The crash was the third this 
month involving Air Force air- 
craft and occurred a day after a 
MiG-27 crashed at an Air Force 
base in western India, killing the 


Missing German 
found dead 

AMMAN, April 1. (Kuna): A 
West German national in his late 
seventies, missing in the southern 
Nabatean archeological city of 
Petra since last Wednesday, was 
discovered dead, it was announ- 
ced here today. 

Hans Match-77-was found 
dead at a riven ravin in the area 
and his body was picked up by a 
Jordanian helicopter. a 
statement said. 


anu nunuuiauijr. ttv. - — » - - — 

aran said after emerging from two-and-a-hall 
years in hiding to talk to local reporters. 

The 36-year-old leader of the powerful 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
said they had been talking to President Ran- 
asinghe Premadasa’s government For the past 


‘“A settlement of our problems is likely 
soon due to Premadasa’s courageous and new 





Families evacoated ahead of fire: 

Firefightere evacuated more than 60 famines early 
Sunday as they battled to contain a wmd-dnven fire 
that destroyed 6,000 hectares (15,000 acres) of pine 
forests in Bordeaux, France. . 

Four aircraft were brought into service to dump 
water on the flames that have raged through the 
drought-striken forest region near this southwestern 

° TteUOoSdfighters and soldiers working through 


morning- But they feared afternoon winds forecast for 
60 kph (37 mph) could jump thefire ime- 
The blaze, moving along a 30 kilometre (ljJ^mle) 
front, threatened several homes in the villages of Sam te 
Helene and Carcans in the Gironde Forest. (AF) 



boat m me intnan Avwau i vu ” 

Australia with 1 18 persons aboard claiming to have lett 
Cambodia three weeks ago. 

Australian Customs Service Public A Hairs Director 
Brian Flanagan confirmed there were 70 men, 30 
women and 18 children, ranging in five 

months' to 78 years, aboard the boat. He said it was 
spotted by a coastwatch custom/ service ptene late 
Saturday and was intercepted by customs omaalsat 

Well-balanced act 

S^n.cchccks^co.duc.cdbyAu^tan 



South Korean opposition leader demands new elections 

cpoi ir Anril I iupn: South Korean mer opposition groups.. ... ... . new ruling party through the merger of their 


SEOUL. April 1, (UPI): South Korean 
opposition leader Kim Dae Jung renewed a 
demand today that the present national 
assembly be dissolved and new elections 
called to seek a popular verdict on the current 
political alignment. 

Kim made the demand at an outdoor rally 
staged by his Partv for Peace and Democracy 
(PPD) in Puchon. 20 miles (32 Ion) west of 
Seoul, to kick off a campaign to collect 10 
million signatures against the new union of 
the ruling Democratic Liberal Party and for- 


mer opposition groups. 

“The present national assembly is not in a 
position to represent the will of the people, 
said Kim who leads the major remaining 
opposition group, now heavily outnumbered 
in Parliament. “It should be dissolved and a 
new assembly must be formed through new 

elections.** .... *•. 

Kim was the main opposition leader until 
January when Kim Young-Sam and Km 
Jong-Pil, formerly government foes, joined 
President Roh Tae-.Woo to inaugurate the 


"Sprime minister Rajiv Gan- cannot be Ltroyed by military ought, he 

dhi sent troops into SnLa^am Ju^y 1987 ^^ AeLTTEofthefive main Tamil rebel 

under a peace pact wth foraier Sn Lankan y denounoed ^ 1987 peace pact and 

president Jiuuus _o kc to fought about 50,000 Indian soldiers. 

The heavily-guarded rebel leader spoke o *°!JS“ en Premadasa look over from Jayewar- 

1 5 reporters for about an tour ata touse m ^ asked ^ Indians to leave and 

Three 
dead in 
Kashmir 
unrest 

SRINAGAR, April I, (UPI): 
Three people were shot dead m 
Muslim violence yesterday while 
separatists enforced a strike in 
Srinagar and boosted black flags 
on lamp posts to mourn the death 
of a mffitant who Hew himself up 
with a hand grenade. 

Two bystanders died during a 
gun battle between security forces 
and Muslim BipitflntS ID SOUTH, a 
suburboftbe Jammu and Kashmir 
state summer capital, 400 miles 
(640 km) north of New Delhi, 

police said. 

In another incident, police said 
the bnHet-riddled body of a mem- 
ber of a paramilitary police taut 
was found lying in a road in a 

Batmaloo, a militant stronghold 
in the centre of the city. 

R esid ents said the victim was 
g unne d down by opponents of 
Indian rule in Kas hm ir, the 
Muslim area of the Himalayan 
state. 

The deaths brought to at least 
29 the number of people killed this 
week, most of them bystanders 
killed by security forces shooting 
back atattackmg militants. 

Meanwhile, shopkeepers 
ignored a four-hour curfew relax- 
ation and kept their businesses 
shut in Srinagar. 

Mnsfim militants had caBed for 
aU commercial activity to stop and 
residents to remain indoors to 
momn Ashfaq Majid Warn, a 
local commander of the Jammu 
and Kashmir liberation Front, 
the most powerful separatist 
organisation. Wani died Friday 
when a grenade he was preparing 
to hurt at security forces exploded 
in his hand after he was shot. 

About 4,000 mourners held a 
prayer meeting for Wani at a 
“martyrs graveyard" in Bat- 
maloo, which residents created on 
a vacant lot in mid-January to 
inter the remains of six protesters 
shot by secraity forces. The kill- 
in gs of demonstrators, between 
Jan 20-22 ignited the uprising. 

Militants also tied thousands of 
black flags on lamp posts across 
the moimtain-riiiged dty, while 
mourners staged processions in 
the towns of Sopore and 
Baramullah, police said. 

Normal life in the K a s hmir 
region has been disrupted and 


break of the insurrection, winch te 
supported by virtually all 3 miffioo 
Muslim residents. 

Authorities have tried to 
smother the campaign by dcploy- 
Htg tens of thousands of troo ps and 
police and declaring cnifews 
almost daily, with jfnst a few boors 
relaxation dining mornings. 

However, they have faded to 
control the crisis and thousands of 
Hindus have fled the region. 

• More than 180 people have died 
in the past two months, mostly 

demonstr a tors lulled by security 

forces. 


^Tto new government party controls 216 of 
the 299 parliamentary seats, enough to con- 
trol p as sa g e of legislation. Kim Dae Jung s 
party has 70 seats. There are 1 1 independents 
and two seats remain vacant. 

Kim Dae Jung and others in the opposition 
have been criticizing the formation of the new 
government party on grounds that it goes 
against the 1988 Parliament election results 
favouring opposition control . 
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Smile please! 


An Emu chick stares at the camera 
on the Kalaya Emu farm in central 
western Australia. 'Emus are the 
dumbest animate put on. this planet, 
claims Steven Hawker, one ol Aus- 
tralia's first Emu farmers. Fully grown 
birds will yield 15 kilos of -meat, one 
square metre ol leather and flvelitrss 

ol oil. (Reuter wirephoto) 



An anti-poll tax aemonsxraiof nuns a 
a protest marchln London prt Saturday 
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(Continued from Page 1) 

Three Reuter photographs, 
including one who stumbled into 
the path of policemen charging 
the crowd, were injured in the 
dashes. 

In the middle of the mayhem 
stood an old man carrying a 
placard which said: “I survive on 
47 pounds (75 dollars) a week. 
How can I afford to pay the poll 
tax?" 

By nightfall, most of the pro- 
testers had dispersed but police 
reported minor skirmishes as 
some militants rampaged 
through central London, over- 
turning and burning cars, throw- 
ing little bins through windows 
and looting shops. 

The violence may have 
indicated the depth of public 
anger against the poll tax, which 
lakes effect in England and 
Wales today, replacing local 
property taxes with a levy on all 
adults of voting age. 

The high rates, set by some 
local councils which hit house- 
holds already suffering from ris- 
ing inflation and interest rates. 

Thatcher, whose rating in 
opinion polls is now lower than 
at any other time during her 
decade in power, was away 
addressing a meeting of officials 
of her ruling Conservative Party, 
in the western Spa of Chelten- 
ham. 

Home Secretary David Wad- 
dington said: “This was a 
deplorable incident. I under- 
stand that the police say drink 
played a part. It is disgraceful 
that the police should have to 
deal with hooliganism of this 
kind.” 

Veteran left-wing politician 
Tony Berm, an opponent of the 
poll tax, said before the riots that 
the London demonstration was 
the biggest be had ever seen. . 

Opposition Labour politician 
George Galloway, who was also 
at the rally, said the police were 
clearly provoked. 

A rally of about 25,000 people 
in Glasgow, in Scotland, where 
the poll has been in effect for a 
year, ended without incident. 

But there was violence in Chel- 
tenham where two policemen 
were injured and 48 peopfe arres- 
ted in a. similar protest outside 
the conference hall where That- 
cher spoke. 

In her speech, Thatcher defen- 
ded the poll tax and blamed the 
violence on “Marxist agitators 


and militants/* - 7 . 

She also declared her intention 
to remain at the helm of the trou- 
bled Conservative ..Party,. now 
trailing the opposition Labour 
Party by around 23 points -in 
opinion polls. 

The violence, described as the 
worst in London since the anti- 
Vietnam protests of the 1960s, 
was widely condemned by UK 
politidans from all parties. 

Britain's Home Secretary 
David Waddington called the 
fighting “deplorable” . and 
“unacceptable in a democracy 

And opposition Labour Party 
home- affairs spokesman Roy 
Hattersley called for “expem- 
plary sentences" to be handed 
down to the perpetrators of the 
violence. 

Tommy Sheridon, head of the 
all Britain Anti-Poll Tax federa- 
tion, which organised the rally, 
said he was angry that the fight- 
ing had marred the rally, said be 
was angry that the fighting had 
marred what bad started out as a 
“marvellous day.” 

He pointed out. that m the 
Scottish dty of Glasgow, where 
an estimated 40,000 people had 
gathered in a simitar protest 
against the poll tax, not a single 
arrest had been made. 

- The UK Sunday newspapers 
gave front-page coverage to the 
violent scenes in the capital, with 
headlines such as “Bloody battle 
of Trafalgar" and “Battle of 
Downing Street-" 

The Observer newspaper 
noted that the sheer numbers 
involved in yesterday's protests, 
estimated at 200,000 people in 
London, confound previous 
government claims that hostility 
to the new poll tax, which comes 
into operation in England and 
Wales today, has been drummed 
up by a handful of extremists. 

Meanwhile, Home Secretary 
David Waddington is expected 
to givea statement on the rioting 
to the House of Commons 
tomorrow. 

Thatcher quashed speculation 
that she might retire and told 
cheering supporters of her party 
that she still has the stomach fora 
fight. 

Thatcher announced that 
there was “no vacancy” at 10 
Downing St.. 

Her speech to the Con- 
servative Central Council came 
three days after the party's for- 
mer chairman, Norman Tebbit, 


announced he would t 
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Street entertainer 

An elderly man, wearing a pirate hat and glasses with eyes painted on them, makes laces lor afternoon 
• shoppers in central West Berlin on Friday. The street entertainer apparently was very popular and made 

plenty of money in a short time. (Reuter wirephoto) 


US holds Audiences grumble 


More ‘telly’ 

Tonne _ * 

21 st time for Britons 


census 
for the 


WASHINGTON. April 1. (AP): 
Americans are being asked to sit 
down;' take out a pencil and^ 
count themselves today . 

It’s the 21st time the United 
Slates has taken its own measure. 

"Our goal for the 1 990 census 
is to count every person resident 
in the United Stales," said 
Thomas Murrio, deputy 
secretary of commerce. “We are 
ready and confident...." 

The national count isn't just a 
case of idle curiosity on the part 
of the US government. 

The constitution requires a 
count every 10 years to reassign 
seats in the House of Represen- 
tatives, one of two chambers of 
Congress. States are represented 
according to population in the 
house, while the other chamber, 
the Senate has two members 
from each state. 

Other information collected is 
used to determine the need for 
many social programmes and to 
decide which states, cities and 
tow^s mo st need federal money . 
~~ “In many respects the census is 
an index to our quality of life," 
said John Keane of Notre Dame 
University, former head of the 
census bureau. “The census 
shows us anew where our nation 
hurts and needs help.... 

“The gang population, births, 
deaths, education,; household 
composition, housing quality, 
income and poverty, fertility, 
single parent families, occupa- 
tions, populations mobility, dis- 
ability, the homeless are just a 
few examples of what the census 

covers," Keane said. 

Census forms were sent to 
about 85 million homes 10 days 
ago, and government workers 
will visit milli ons more where 
mailing lists were not available. 

Although today is officially 
designated as Census Day, many 
people competed their forms 
and sent them in ahe ad of time. 

Clocksset ~ 
an hour 
ahead jnJJS 


TONDON, April 1, (AP): When 
'there- were only four television 
channels in Britain, watching 
“telly” was the country’s 
favourite past-time and viewers 
boasted that British programmes 
were the best in the world. 

Now that government 
deregulation is bringing a smor- 
gasbord of conventional and 
satellite TV channels to British 
homes, studies show audiences 
have dropped by 10 per cent. 
And half of those still watching, 
grumble about the program- 
ming. 

It's a paradox that is troubling 
an industry in upheaval as the 
latest target of Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher’s sell^ofT of 
state-owned or regulated enter- 
prises. 

Until last year when publisher 
Rupert Murdoch introduced 
satellite television to Britain, 
television was neatly carved 
among four networks — two run 
by the state-funded British 
Broadcasting Coip. and two by 
private companies. 

Now, legislation before the 
House of Commonscails for auc- 
tioning off all the commercial 
television franchises and the 
creation of a fifth land-based 
television channel. 

It is the most radical overhaul 
since commercial networks were 
first allowed to compete with the 
venerable BBC in 1955. 

Meanwhile, a private consor- 
tium is about to launch Britain's 
second satellite TV network. 
British Satellite Broadcasting, to 
compete with Murdoch's 
money-losing Sky Television. 

All that's missing are the 
viewers. 

Britons still watch an average 
of 25 hours and 21 minutes of 
television every week. But that's 
a 10 -pereentdropfromfiveyears 
ago, despite the arrival of over- 
night television in 1987 and then 
Sky- 

“Some of this (drop) is 
attributable to video, but the 
same period saw a considerable 
increase in alternative leisure 
activities — taking two or more 
holidays, eating out,” said Barry 
Cox, director of London Week- 
end Television. 

Bernard Bennett, LWTs con- 
troller of research, thinks “the 
existing cake will have to be 


carved up in a larger number of 
portions" to accommodate the 
new channels. 

First on the air will be British 
Satellite Broadcasting, the inter- 
national consortium awarded 
the government franchise to use 
the five satellite channels 
allocated to Britain under an 
international treaty. 

The consortium — backed by 
£1.3 billion ($2 billion) — is the 
second-largest private sector 
investment project in Britain 
after Eurotunnel, the tunnel 
being dug under the English 
channel between England and 
France. 

The five BSB channels, includ- 
ing a movie channel, will go head 
to head beginning April 29 with 
the four channels of Sky Telev- 
ision. Sky is already losing £2 
million (S3.2 million) a week. 

“Neither of us has any clue 
whether there's room for one or 
room for two," admitted BSB 
spokesman Edward Bickham. 

“On a financial basis, we have 
the ability to spread the risks of 
the project across a number of 
major companies. No one has to 
bet their business on BSB." 

Referring to an industry study 
showing 44 per cent of viewers 
saying they find nothing appeal- 
ing when they want to watch 
television. Bickham said, “We 
believe there's a lot of room for 
extra choice/’ 

“We’re not trying to take over 
the market from the (four exist- 
ing) generalist channels, but 
offering a complimentary 
service," he added. 

BSB expects to be in just over 1 
million of Britain’s 22 million 
homes by the end of the year and 
in 3 million homes, the break- 
even point, by the end of 199 1 . 

Channel 5, the proposed new 
land-based commercial channel 
will probably not begin broad- 
casting until the mid-1990s 
because ofadispute over the type 
of transmission system. Even 
then, it will reach only 70 percent 
of households, and aU their video 
recorders will have to be retuned 
to avoid interference. 

At present the BBC carries no 
advertisements and the two.com- 
mercial networks do. There are 
15 regional franchises awarding 
to companies that broadcast on 
the commercial networks. 
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Soviet defector gives up 

NORTH FORT MYERS. Florida, April 1, (AP): A Soviet defector whose 
family joined him in the United States tost year after a nine-year struggle 
allegedly shot and killed his wife and one daughter and wounded another 

S, fled to Tennessee after the shootings Thursday night and 
surrendered Saturday morning to police in Nashville, police said. Nashville 
homicide detective Walter Keeler Jr said Bereza was being held for Honda 
nofice on a fugitive warrant . 

Bereza is charged with the premeditated shooting deaths of his wife, Raisa 
Bereza, 53, and daughter. Elena. 30. as well as the premeditated attempted 
murder of his second daughter, Tonya, 17, the sheriffs ofi>ce id Lee County, 

FI OffiOTsS5mS Fort Myers said Raisa and Elena Berea tod of gunshots to 
*c head from a large-c^bre handgun. Tonya Bereza was in fair condition in a 
hospital recovering from a gunshot to the face. 


Kathleen Turner returns to Broadway 

‘I love the exactness of film but theatre is so exciting’ 


PITTSBURGH, April I : ( Reuter) Film 
star Kathleen T umer is proud of the 
work she's done in the theatre, but. unlike 
many actresses, she won't express a 
preference for stage or screen. 

"I don’t prefer either, 1 want both/’ she 
said in a recent interview. "1 love the 
exactness of film, that you can be so 
incredibly precise. On stage, you must be 
less specific.” 

On the other hand. Turner said she 
thrived on theatre's opportunity to work 
before an audience. "The experience is so 
supportive, and so exciting." 

Turner was in Pittsburgh on a pre- 
Broadway tour with ‘Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roor Tennessee Williams' tale of love, 
sickness, sexuality and frustration, which 
opened in New York last month for a 
limited run. 

Turner is playing Maggie, the sexy 
young wife fighting to regain the 


romantic interest of her husband. 

The character is marked by a 
frustrated, bitchy side, but Turner says 
she also tries to emphasise Maggie's 
humour. 

“It's quite delightful to play her. f like 
the level of aliveness 1 have with her/' the 
35-year-old actress said. 

Already known as a sizzling leading 
lady in film since starring in the 1 981 hit 
'Body Heat,' Turner said she had wanted 
to play Maggie since she was a girl. 

But she stressed that there's a lot more 
to Kathleen T urner than the steamy parts 
she’s played. 

“I don’t identify with any role.” she 
said. “It's acting, really, truly it is. 

“I’m not like that at home." said 
Turner, a happily married mother whose 
desire to stay close to her family is 
reportedly the reason the show's pre- 


Broadway lour was limited to four east 
coast cities. 

As well as playing the seductress in 
‘Body Heat.’ Turner's film work has 
included a string of biis-'Prizzi's 
Honour/ ‘Peggy Sue Got Married/ 'The 
Accidental Tourist/ and a trio of films 
with Michael Douglas. ‘Romancing the 
Stone/ ‘Jewel of l he Nile/ and most 
recently ‘The War of the Roses/ 

Before her screen break in 'Body Heat/ 
Turner worked both in regional theatre 
and on Broadway. 

The actress also put her unmistakable, 
husky vocals to good use in the 1988 hit 
film 'Who Framed Roger Rabbit.' 
providing the voice of Jessica Rabbit, the 
film's sexy cartoon star. 

The tall blonde actress said of her most 
famous roles: ‘It's fun to play these 
women, with power and intelligence/' 


She laughed when she was asked to 
name her favourite leading man. 

‘Daniel Hugh Kelley/ she said, 
referring to the actor who plays Maggie s 
alienated, alcoholic husband Brick in 
‘Cat on a Hoi Tin Roof/ 

Asked how he fell acting as foil to an 
actress like Turner. Kelly joked in turn. 
Tvequit drinking/ 

Besides Turner and Kelly, the 
production includes veteran movie and 
theatre actor Charles Duming as big 
daddy. Brick's father and the family's 
dying patriarch, and Polly Holliday, best 
known as a television actress, as big 
mama, big dady's wife. 

Turner said she was committed to ‘Cat 
on a Hot Tin Roof on Broadway until 
mid-July, but wouldn't discuss her future 
plans. 

“1 can't tel! you/' she said, leaning 
back and pulling her hair up into the air. 


Vaccine 
not the 
answer 
for Aids 

PARIS, April 1. (Reuter): The 
Frenchman who discovered the 
killer Aids virus says a vaccine 
could be ready Id a few years but he 
doubts if it will be the magic ans- 
wer the world is waiting for. 

Luc Montagnier believes Aids 
can best be contained by a combin- 
ation of prevention and treatment 
of patients already infected with 
the virus. 

“Vaccine is a magic word. We 
mustn’t delude ourselves » it's 
very important to have a policy for 
preventing infection but also to 
prevent the illness in those already 
infected,'* be said. 

la an interview last week ia his 
office at the Pasteur Institute, 
Montagnier, a cheerful, soft- 
spoken man, said scientists were 
close to producing a vaccine 
against Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome. 

“The scientific community 
almost bas the formula," be said. 
“But we still have to test it on 
chimpanzees so we won't have a 
human vaccine for four or five 
years." 

The Pasteur Institute, named 
after Louis Pasteur who dis- 
covered the rabies vaccine in 1885, 
specialises in vaccine research. 

Montagnier would give no 
details of his current work but be 
said research should focus on 
developing a treatment for Aids- 
infected patients in whose bodies 
the virus is dormant. 

What were needed were 
medicines to help such patients 
fight off the disease, he said. 

“There is a difference between a 
vaccine to protect uninfected peo- 
Ptewd medicines to heighten the 
immunity of those already infec- 
ted ... we can presume that all 
seropositives (people infected with 
die Aids vims) would follow a 
treatment imfiriduaDy suited to 
each patient,” he said. 

“It would cost a lot of money 
but probably less than the actual 
cost of Aids in human lives," he 
said. 

Rejecting the popular idea that 
Aids can be compared with the 
plague which killed a thud of the 
European population in the 15th 
century, Montagnier said it was 
far less deadly. 

“It’s dangerous to say Aids is 
like the plague. It is more tike 
syphilis in the 16th century — a 
sexually transmitted disease that 
erupted because of a change in 

behaviour patterns. 

“The vims has been around a 
long time bat in itself it is not that 
nasty." 

Montagnier, whose research 
team at Pastern isolated the Aids 
virus in 1983, believes scientists 
need to lean more about the 
mechanisms of the Illness before 
they cansuggest an effective treat- 
ment 

“Discovery of the virus is 
important but it just isn't all there 
is to Ante," he said, strtstfng that 
hygiene played a major role in 
containing the disease. “The vires 
has probably existed for a long 
time ... the epidemic appeared 
almost simultaneously Id Africa 
and North America but it 
developed math foteria Africa." 

to think of co-factors 
transmitted in a tropical atmos- 
phere and in countries where the 
most elementary rules of hygiene 
are not respected. If rules of 
prevention were followed. Aids 
wotrid be eradicated," be said. 
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PEOPLE AND PLACES 


ANCONA, Italv: A Milan dancer 
has been jailed for 30 years Tor 
killing a catamaran owner with a 
machete so he could sail to the 
south seas with his Dutch girlfriend. 

.An Italian court on Friday 
sentenced Filippo dr Cristofaro, 36, 
for the murder or Aina pita Carina, 
31. in July 1988. He received a 
concurrent eight- year sentence for 
stealing her boat and trying to 
dispose of her body. 

De Crisiofaro's Dutch friend. 
Pieter GrofKndijk, was sentenced in 
his absence to three years for 
stealing the boat. 

An investigation revealed that De 
Cristofaro and his 1 7-year-old 
Dutch girlfriends Diane Beyer had 
rented the catamaran from Curina. 
who accompanied them on a 
Mediterranean cruise. 

The prosecution said De 
Cristofaro planned the murder so he 
could sail to the south seas with 
Beyer. Cunna's body was thrown 
overboard but later recovered by a 

trawler. (Reuter) 

* * * 

PARIS: A strike by technicians 
forced management at the Opera- 
Bastille to scrap a performance of 
“The Trojans” on Saturday, the first 
cancellation at the ultramodern 
opera house since it opened two 
weeks ago. 

Administrator George-Fraocois 
Hindi (old spectators who had paid 
from 40 to 370 francs (S6.50 to 60) 
for a ticket to the sold-out 
performance of Hector Berlioz' epic 
that they would be reimbursed. 

The technicians, striking for more 
money ami better working 
conditions. walked ofT the job 
Saturday morning. The next , 
scheduled performance of the six- 
hour opera is Tuesday. 

The Gtess-aad-Thfe St ructure 
opened last July, but the first opera 
wasn't performed until March 17. 
Critics generally praised Korean 
conductor Myag-Wfam Chang’s 
direction and the facility's 

acoustical capabilities. (AP) 

• • * 

NEWCASTLE, Australia: The 
festivities came three months laic, 
but the earthquake-hit dty of 
Newcastle finally celebrated New 
Year’s Eve. 

The idustrial dty of 500,000 
about 100 miles (160 km) north of 
Sydney was hit Dec 28 by an 
earthquake measuring S.6 on the 
Richter scale, killing 1 2 people and 
destroying many of the downtown 
buildings. Nine of the 12 victims 
died when the Newcastle Workers' 
Club collapsed, while others in the 
dub were rescued after they were 
trapped on the nibble. 

Most of the New Year’s Eve 
celebrations in the dty were 
cancelled as a result, but dty 
officials decided to have a “re- 
touching” of the dty on the March 
31-April 1 weekend. 

Hundreds oflocals turned out 
Saturday night for several Mated 
New Year's Eve parties hosted by 
hotels nightclubs and restaurants in 
the New Sooth Wales state coastal 
dty. (AP) 



Protest death penalty 

Janice Gay of Marine county, whose husband is on San 
Quentin's death row. carries a makeshift coffin over the 
Golden Gate Bridge on March 31. m protest of (he death 
penalty «n California The protest by 100 people was in 
response fo the scheduled execution of Robert Alton. 
Harris which has been postponed by a stay of execution. 

After years of appeals. Harris. 37. was scheduled to die m 
the gas chamber on Tuesday for the kidnapping and 
murders of two San Diego teenagers in July 1978. 

But a federal appeals court on Friday stayed the execu- 
tion. Judge John Noonan of the 9th US Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruled that a lower court impropertyrelused to hold 

Heroin 


a fact-finding hearing at the time of his original trial in 
1979. 

The state immediately appealed the ruling 
“if Robert Harris had been deprived of his constitutional 
rights in some way .. then l would agree that further delay 
would be fair and reasonable.'' Van de Kamp told a news 
conference on Saturday "But Harris has received a fair 
trial and the most painstaking federal review “ 

A spokesman for the high court confirmed the appeal 
had been filed but declined to comment on whether or 
when the justices would consider it. (Reuter wirephoto) 


World’s first 


Nigerian held Baby born to Aids mother 


DHAKA. April 1 . 1 Reuter): Ban- 
gladeshi narcotics agents burst 
into the hotel room of a Nigerian 
national last night and seized 
heroin worth S2~ million, police 
said today. 

They said the Nigerian, 
Innocent Novuisi Egnunine. was 
arrested soon after the agents 
recovered three kg (six pounds, 
nine ounces) or heroin from 
under bis bed. 


BOWLING GREEN. Ohio: The fall 
of communism in East and Centra! 
Europe resulted more from envy of 
Western popular culture than 
because of unhappiness with a 
political philosophy, a popular 
culture expert said. 

Ray Browne, chairman of Bowfiag 
Green State University's popular 
culture department, links the demise 
of communism to “envious eyes and 
rumbling stomachs.” 

He said television revealed a 
cornucopia of goods and services, 
people in the East bloc never had. 
Even tbe arrival of McDoaaId*s in 
Moscow provided a symbol of 
convenience, access, and other 


COLOMBO. April I, (Kuna): Probably the world's first baby loan Aids- 
infected woman was born in Sri Lanka today. 

A 27-year-old Muslim gave birth to a boy weighing six pounds in 
normal delivery at 062 1 hours (local time ) at the Castle St reel Maternity 
Hospital in Colombo. 

Piyasena Pathirana, the secretary of the hospital, said both the mother 
and the baby were fine. 

But, the baby is being examined to verify whether he. loo. is infected 
with the Aids virus like his mother. 

Three doctors attended on her when she delivered the baby. They are 
the hospital's director Dr D. Axnerasinghe, Dr (Mrs) M. Abeywardena 
and Dr Upali Marasingbe. according to Pathirana. 


consumer advantages denied to the 
masses. 

The result. Browne said recently, 
was a demand for a piece of the 
same action. 

He predicted that popular culture 
studies will become more influential 
thoughout the 1990s. (UPIl 

t * * 

KUALA LUMPUR: Police have set 
up a special team to track down the 
elusive “factory girl stalker" 
responsible for raping six women in 
the Malaysian industrial zone of 
Shah Alam in the last six months. 

A police spokesman said on 
Sunday every police personnel, 
including senior officers in the 


Selangor state had been briefed on 
the case. 

“Almost everyone can be 
considered to be working on the 
case which has been given top 
priority,” he said. 

The spokesman added each 
policeman in the state had been 
issued with a sketch of the man, the 
most publicised rapist. 

Tbe sketch was drawn by police 
artists after the fourth girl was 
raped. The man. who police 
described as "good-looking and 
glib-tongued" 'first struck last 
November. 
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Delay in 
talks a 
setback 
to Klerk 


JOHANNESBURG, April 1, 
(AP): Thedecision of the African 
National Congress to postpone 
talks with the government on dis- 
mantiing apartheid is being 
widely viewed as a serious set- 
back for President F.W. de 
KJerk. 

The ANC said it was taking 
the step yesterday because police 
shootings of bfack protesters 
have soured the climate for 
black-white talks. 

De Klerk, while expressing 
regret over the violence, has 
urged the ANC to reconsider its 
postponement. 

“I cannot agree that such criti- 
cism should stand in the way of 
discussions, especially if those 
discussions can contribute to the 
avoidance of such incidents in 
the future," he told a meeting in 
the Transvaal town of Naboora- 
spniit. 

Democratic Party co-leader 
Zach de Beer said: “While the 
shooting in Sebokeng was a 
deplorable episode, it can be no 
excuse for breaking ofF talks.” 

He added: “Without negotia- 
tions for a new constitution, the 
prospects for our country are 
extremely bleak. One can only 
express the heartfelt hope that 
the ANC will think again, and 
quickly too.” 

Nelson Mandela, the ANC's 
deputy president, told lens of 
thousands of supporters that an 
April 1 1 meeting with the gover- 
nment was put on hold indefin- 
itely because “stale violence 
against our people still contin- 
ues.” 

He cited excessive police force 
against protesters on Monday 
that left at least nine blacks dead 
and more than 400 injured in 
Sebokeng. Police said they 
opened lire after protesters 
stoned a police station in the tow- 
nship near Johannesburg and set 
fire to municipal buildings. 

“If the government talks 
about negotiations on the one 
hand and massacres of our peo- 
ple on the other hand, we cannot 
tolerate th.it.” Mandela said at a 
packed sports stadium in the 
southern city of Bisho. capital of 
the nominally independent 
Ciskei homeland. 

“The conditions for the 
(ANC’s) armed struggle still 
prevail." he added. 

Mandela said he acted on ins- 
tructions from exiled Anc leaders 
in Lusaka. Zambia, when he 
called De Klerk on Friday to tell 
him of the postponement. 

He did not say what it would 
take to reschedule the talks, 
which have been hailed as a 
groundbreaking effort, to clear 
the way for extending political 
rights to the country's 2S million 
black majority. 

The Cabinet Minister for 
Black Affairs, Constitutional 
Development, Gerrit Viljoen, 
said the white-led government 
was “giving attention to the 
announcement’s implications.” 
He did not elaborate. 

Meanwhile, De Klerk said he 
was awaiting a full report on the 
violence. But he said the deaths 
should not be used to derail the 
proposed talks between black 
leader and the government. 

De Klerk says he wants equal 
voting rights for all South 
Africans. But he opposes 
outright black majority rule and 
envisions a mechanism that will 
give the country’s 5 million 
whites veto power on major 
policy derisions. 

The ANC wants a one-person, 
one-vote democracy. 

Mandela, released from 27 
years of imprisonment Feb J 1, is 
the effective head of the ANC 
while President Oliver Tambo 
recovers from a stroke in 
Sweden. But events of the past 
two days suggest he may not have 
the freedom to pursue his 
initiatives without the approval 
of younger, more militant ANC 
leaders. 

In Lusaka, the ANC said it 
would hold a meeting within five 
days to review developments in 
South Africa. 

The first direct peace talks bet- 
ween Lhe Frelimo government 
and Mozambican national resis- 
tance rebels have been post- 
poned because the two sides can- 
not agree on a venue, a news- 
paper reported yesterday in Lis- 
bon, Portugal. 

The respected Libsoo weekly 
Espresso said the talks slated for 
the first two weeks in April were 
>oned after the R 
i rejected the govemment- 
>sed venue of Malawi. It 
: rebels offered to meet in 
the Kenyan capital of Nairobi. 

The government rejected 
Nairobi, the newspaper repor- 
ted. 

The two sides also were unable 
to agree on an agenda, Expresso 
said. 1 1 said some members of the 
ruling Frelimo Party supported 
continued military action 
against the rebels. 
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Seven US soldiers were injured when their bus was attacked by 
suspected leftist guerrillas in Honduras. At left, an injured soldier is put 
onto a medical helicopter amid heavy security. At right, one of the 


wounded soldiers is helped by others as he boards the medical 
helicopter. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Seven wounded in Honduran raid 


Snipers attack US airmen 


TEGUCIGALJ Honduras April I (AP): 
Snipers fired automatic weapons at a bus 
carrying 28 US airmen along a mountain road 
yesterday, and seven soldiers were wounded, 
two seriously, US officials said. 

An anonymous caller to the private radio 
network radio America claimed respon- 
sibility on behalf of the leftist Morazano 
National Liberation Front. 

US embassy spokesman Terrence 
Kneebone said US government personnel in 
Honduras had been on a precautionary alert 
ahead of the second anniversary this week of 
the burning of the US consulate in 
Tegucigalpa to protest the extradition of an 
alleged drug kingpin. 

Three attackers fired on the bus six miles 
(10 kilometres) north of Tegucigalpa, the 
capital, said Maj. Bruce Jessup, a spokesman 
for US troops based in the Central American 


nation. 

“The Americans did not have time to return 
fire, although there were some security per- 
sonnel on the bus,” he said. 

Kneebone said that seven soldiers were 
wounded. He said one soldier shot in the head 
was in critical condition, and another woun- 
ded in the stomach was in “delicate condi- 
tion.” 

Kneebone said the other five injured sol- 
diers were out of danger. 

He said four of the five were evacuated by 
air last night to the US Southern Command in 
Panama, “where they have better treatment 
facilities at Gorgas hospital than in Soto 
Cano." 

“All five are out of danger. In facL they 
walked out of the hospital after receiving first 
aid treatment earlier in the day,” he said. 

Jessup said the servicemen are members of 


the US Air Force, but he refused to identify 
them by unit or release the names of the 
injured. 

Asked how he knew there were three 
attackers, Jessup said the US soldiers had seen 
them as they fled. 

A White House spokesman. Sean Walsh, 
said in Washington: “We deplore any action 
against US citizens. We'll be working closely 
with the Honduran government on the inves- 
tigation.” __ 

"The Morazano Front, founded in 1979, is 
thought to be an arm of theCommunist Party. 
The group takes its name from Gen. Fran- 
cisco Morazon, a former president of Hon- 
duras. 

It claimed responsibility for the last major 
attack on US forces in Honduras, on July 13. 
1989. when a homemade bomb was thrown at 
nine US army military policemen. 


pound (.68 kilogranune) baby girl Shakoora. at Craw-, 
ford Long Hospital on Thursday. 15 weeks 
Prematurely. 

Shakoora was listed in critical condition in Craw- 
ford Long’s Intensive Care Unit Saturday. Her mother 
was in good condition. . 

Doctors were able to stop Mrs Krasenics' labour 
with the second baby, and hospital officials said she 
vill remain in bed until her second child is delivered. 
AP). 


Club fire victims fiown home: The bodies of 

50 ofibe 87 people killed in a fireat an illegal social dub 
were loaded onto a cargo plane at Kennedy Airport on 
Saturday fora late-night flight to Honduras, a nation 
in mourning. 

At a brief memorial service in the huge hangar to 
which the caskets had come, some in hearses, others 
stacked on flatbed trucks. Deputy Mayor Bill Lynch 
said New York City would “do .all possible to make 
sure this will never happen again. - ' 

“These young people came to this great city of ours 
seeking hope and opportunity, and now they leave like 
this,” Lynch said, gesturing toward the long row of 
caskets. “The bodies lying here before us say we've got 
to do more. We’ve got to do mote to make sure this 
doesn't happen again. ** (AP} 


W ebber’s new roiisicat 

Andrew Lloyd Webber appears with.l^^-.) 
Sarah Brightman backstage after; 
mance of 'Aspects of Love.' 


musical a! the Broadhursl TheatreinNew.Yb^^ 

on March 31. (Reuler wirephoto) 


Contras begin disjmmng:. 

Nicaraguan Contra rebels based in Honduras hay^*. 
begun surrendering their arms loathe Jfangtygpg* 
notary, a presidential aide said on 


Fuel spill threatens vyater supplies: a ian- 


dslide -damaged petroleum pipeline sent an 8-mile- 
long (12.8 kilometre- long) slick d 


_ down the AUeghney 
River on Saturday, in Freeport Pennsylvania threaten- 
ing water supplies for more than 100,000 people, auth : 

ori ties said. 

Fumes from the spill forced the evacuation of 100 
people. 

Heavy rain Friday apparently caused the landslide 
that cracked the pipeline the same day. said Ray Haase 
Jr of Buckeye Pipeline Co. 


About 75.0C0 gallons of a 50-50 mixture of diesel and 
heating oil leaked into Knapp Run Creek, then flowed 


Tiananmen closed 


Dissidents call for protest 


BEUING. April I. (AP): Thousands of yellow- 
capped schoolchildren marched on Tiananmen 
Square today morning, but police barred the general 
public from entering on a day when dissidents had 
called for silent protest on the square. 


The children were bused in to attend ceremonies 
marking civic efforts to plant trees and flowers for 
the Asian games to be held in Beijing next Septem- 
ber. Many waved the red flags of the Young Pion- 
eers. a group for leaching social and ideological 
values. 


The usual crowd of Sunday visitors to the Square, 
mainly Chinese tourists from outside Beijing, were 
kept behind police lines on the outskirts of the 40- 
hectare ( 100-acre) Plaza. 

There were no signs of any attempts to mark the 
military assault on the student-held square last June 
4 that left hundreds and perhaps thousands of 
people dead on the streets of Beijing and ended the 
seven-week-long pro-democracy movement. Cam- 
puses in the northwest corner of the city were repor- 
tedly quiet. 

Overseas dissident groups have urged students 


and other activists to take a 
“protest stroll" on the square on 
April l and April 5 to mourn 
those killed last year. 

April 5 is the Qingming fes- 
tival. the annual day when Chin- 
ese honour their dead. On Qing- 
ming in 1 976, thousands of Chin- 
ese carried wreathes and flowers 
to Tiananmen to honour Chou 
En-Lai. the beloved premier who 
died that January, and indirectly 
protest the ultra-leftist policies of 
the government. 

The brutal suppression of that 
spontaneous show of defiance in 
what is now called the first Tian- 
anmen incident led to the even- 
tual overthrow of the leftist 
“gang of four.” 

Organised demonstrations are 
banned, and the “stroll” was 
proposed to avoid the certain 
arrests of those participating in 
any public protests against the 
repressive policies of the current 
hardline government of premier 
Li Peng. 

Chinese sources say Commun- 
ist Party officials in their work 
units are warning them to stay 
away from Tiananmen Square, 
the symbolic political centre of 
China. There were stepped up 
police patrols around the square 
Saturday night, and police orsol- 
today manned rooftop 
square. 


Philippines bases talks 


New delays 


Mugabe 
emerges 
as victor 


diers 
lookouts 


around the 


MAN 1LA, April 1 . (Reuler): Talks on the future of US military bases in 
the Philippines, already twice postponed, face new delays amid charges 
that an American was involved in last December’s Array coup attempt 
against President Corazon Aquino. 

US ambassador Nicholas Platt said the talks would not take place as 
scheduled in mid-April but declined to elaborate, saying only that “we 
need a little more time.” 

PlatL who talked to reporters at a diplomatic reception on Friday 
night, denied he had any connection with an American implicated by a 
Philippine general in the December army revolt 

The bases talks were to have been held last December but were 
postponed because of the mutiny, the sixth and most serious coup 
Aquino has faced in her four years in office. 

Re-sel for February, they were again postponed to April after 
Philippine officials said they were not ready. 

No official reasons have been given for the latest postponement. 

The United States is seeking an extension of its lease on Clark Air 
Base, Subic Naval Base and four smaller facilities in the Philippines. 
The lease expires in 1 991 . „ 

The talks bad been soured by Manila's charges that the United States 
bad failed to live up to its aid commitments and allegations of 
involvement by a US air force colonel in the December coup. 

A Philippine general who claimed to have infiltrated Army rebel 
ranks had alleged in an affidavit that the US officer offered to supply 
anti-tank missiles and other weapons to the coup plotters. 

General Alejandro Gaiido said the American identified himself as 
Harold Magleo and passed himself off as a dose friend of Platt s. 

“Anyone could drop my name,” Platt said, dismissing the report as 
“a non-story." 


HARARE, Zimbabwe, April I, 
(.AP): .President Robert Mugabe 
failed to realise his dream of a one- 
party state when three opposition 
members captured seats in 
parliamentary elections, accord- 
ing to partial returns late today. 

“It’s a bitter blow,” said an 
□nideofifled spokesman for 
Mugabe's governing Marxist- 
Leninist Zimbabwe African 
National Union. “Yet it cooW 
have been worse.” 

Officials said 80 of 120 contes- 
ted seats for the 150-member 
Parliament had been counted by 
midnight (2200 GMT Saturday), 
and final results were expected to 
be announced later today. 

However, Mogabe dearly 
emerged as tbe presidential victor. 
His first challenger ever, Edgar 
Tekere, gained only 365,149 
votes, or 173 per cent, with 
returns counted in 106 districts. 


Into the Allegheny about five miles north of Freeport, 
said Haase. Tbe creek joins the Allegheny about 30 
miles (48 kilometres) north of Pittsburgh. (AP) 

Military copter shot: Police tried to negotiate 
their way onto a Mohawk Indian settlement where they 
believe shots were fired at a military helicopter, but 
Indian leadere have insisted no outsiders would set foot 
on their lamL 

Both rides patrolled blockades Saturday on the four 
roads leading into the Ganienkeh Mohawk territory 
near the.Caoadian border. 

State police set up the roadblocks Friday after a 
Vermont National Guaid helicopter on an emergency 
medical flight was hit by three bullets, forcing it to land 
- in a field on Indian land; f - - - 

A civilian doctor suffered a gunshot, wound in the 

■ , . _ , ■ ' j /n»r{ " 


rebels, who have left the camps in .Homhira^^. 

crossed into Nicaragua! Terms for their 

is on the agenda ai a Central. Amepcan^svH^uiutr^ 

St ^Ax^Umo^^the armed ftHxxsare recejyi ng fte.vp 
arms,” Gilbert© Goldstein, person?) srereW^jev- 
President Rafael Callejas, told Reuters. {Rente*): 

4 Contra rebels killed: Four ctiwja 

were killed and eight Sandinista gpvteriinwars^^s^ 
wounded in two dashes in northern Nicaragua," 
Defence Ministry said on Saturday. ■ 

The ministry said over 100 rebehum Thrapda^ 
launched an attack on a Sandinista 
Jinotega province on Nicaragua’s border with 
d uras. Four rebels were killed in the at tack 
government troops wounded, it said. . 

In a separate incident, 60 rebels att^ed hfiuinm^ ^; 
co-operative on Friday in Estel L oto - a * 
norm, and dune members of a Sandnns% j 

unit were wounded, the ministry said. : (Reuter}' ‘ 

* * * ' v y •: 

TV-Maiti stops 

States ceased beaming Spanish langiag^TY-Martr^ 


Tekere ’s fledgling opposition 
party, campaigning for similar 
political reforms to those in Eas- 
tern Europe, captured more votes 
than most analysts expected. 

In tbe voting, held Wednesday 
through Friday, Tekere’s Zim- 
babwe Unity Movement won a 
third of the ballots, capturing two 
parliamentary seats, according to 
election officials. 

Tbe candidate of tbe Zimbabwe 
African National Union, or 
Ndonga, gained a thir d seat. Tbe 
onion represents tbe founder of 
the governing party, the Rev. 
Ndahaningi Si thole. 

A Methodist minister, Sithole 
has been living in exile in tbe 
United States for several years, 
accused by security agents at 
home of plotting to topple 
Mugabe’s government. 


Nasa moves up launch ‘datefrhe Os space 

agency, is a rare move, advanced tbe launch date 
Saturday for the shuttle Discovery and its prestigious 
payload, the SI .5 billion Hubble space telescope. 

Discovery now is due to lift off April 10, two days 
earlier than planned. 

“Tbeshutile team is ready to fly- Hubble is one of the 
most exciting payloads ever launched aboard the shut- 
tle. and we're looking forward to the mission,” said 
William Lenoir, associate administrator for space 
flight for the National Aeronautics and Space Admin-, 
istration. 

Tbe space agency's flight readiness review board 
decided to move up the mission after meeting for two 
days at Kennedy Space Centre. ( AP). 


Cuban News Agency Prensa Latin _ 

Prensa Katina, monitored in Mexico Qiy.ijtictod 
an official Cuban source as sayingOiat tiwTY-Afciftr r v 
signal, started on a test basis earner in the, week, waft"." 
not received Saturday. • ' . 

“Tbe so-called TV-Martr was absent, but the^-v] 
reasons are still tntiaio wn,” ftensa tatina saidJ! _ j , ?! - q 
It could not beumnediaidy confirmed in Weiring- 
.. xon. whether tlaj^tekcasts hadjjqauajt offSaa^nJay/v" 

momi^WFX) -.-iri 

: Maoist ! 

residential candjdatE Mario Vargas 

campaign headquarters tn the AnA^aty ofLa 


The Shining Faih guKriBa ot^nnisation h^feun- --J* 
tiled dozens of axia&s jinx -week: in an. effort to.? 
sabotage the April 8 general-elections; Tbe rebels ., 
have threatened to kiB anyone whovotes^. ■< 
Vargas Llosa. a novelist, is the fi^t-wniii^ caO-/ ;V ^ 
didate forpresident. (APj • . a 



Reagan comment triggerd probes: For- 
mer Gov. Toney Anaya said Saturday in Albuquerque 


that his calling then-Prcsident Ronald Reagan anti- 
Hispanic during the early 1980s probably triggered a 
series of federal investigations into Anaya’s adminis- 
tration. 

The prominent Hispanic Democrat, addressing a 
workshop at the National Association Tor Chicano 
Studies annual conference, said be made the comment 
on an economic trip to Mexico in 1983 or 1984. 

Anaya, New Mexico's governor from 1983 to 1986, 
was investigated by tbe Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion. the US Attorney's Office in Albuquerque and the 
Internal Revenue Service. No charges were ever filed 
against him. (AP) 
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Priest jailed for seditious diary: ajuSJS 

yan priest was jailed for six yearn for writing uas-i- 
perilled seditious material in a desk djsy, * 
newspapers reported Saturday tn N&irobi. — , 
prosecutor aDej^d church groups in -wad outside 
Kenya were plottmgro umJermineihegoveramtaiL, ^ 
The Rev. Lawford Ndege frnUnde.of the. Pres*-;-. 5 
byterian Church of East Ames pleaded guihy io fee? 
(marges of writing documents the mosecutiw (des- a' 
cribed as “highly seditious andaimraatdestabili8n&^ 
the government" the Daily Standard 
Deputy public prosecutor Bernard^ChungU tbltCviJ 
tbe court Inumdc, 


acknowledged there 


under poDoe oistody” als^h&t v' 
: were “churchesarid individuals^.- 


channeling money to Kenya ch arches to destabilise 



tbe government." " . <’■ X. 

“Some of the sermons detiveredin thosechutcfcea 


were part of an orchestrated move to 
Kenya Government " Chunga added. (UPf) ■ ^ 
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UK lifts exclusion zone: Britain lifted its 

military exclusion zone around the Falkland Mantis 
on Saturday, in tbe latest sign of improving relations 
with Argentina after the 1982 war over the remote 
south Atlantic territory 

A British Foreign Office spokesman said the zone, 
banning ail Argentine ships and aircraft from within 
150 mues of the islands, was replaced by arran- 
gements agreed by London and Buenos Aires in 
Madrid in February, when full diplomatic relations 
were restored. 

Argentina, which claims sovereignty over the 
islands it calls tbe Malvinas, had pressed for the 
removal of the exclusion zone which it saw as a vestige 
of the Falklands war. (Reuter) 


. /I.Libeiia;and 

denied on Saturday that Guinean tnx>ps Werc hc5> ‘ '■ 
mg President Samuel Doe crush a rebelEori -whiefe' 
residents say is spreading. . ' X ii 

The Liberian Gover nm ent^ whi A bn pOM^’otospi^ ' 
ship on news about the fighting onFr^y!said^ie*e-i?T 
were no foreign tooops in the coon try." - ^ i ‘ 

Rebel leader Charles Taylor .told the .Bn^^’^ 
Broadcasting Corporation's Africa Seivfcefromah'?? 
undisclosed location that his forces had kaiedah-;^ 
wounded about 100 Guinean soldsecs in lifeifev 
northeastern Nimba County. =- 

Guinea, which has a defence pact with fesotith^nt . 
neighbour, denied Taylor’s, c laim .m a statanepf.^R 

*■* ** ‘ '* ■ ; v ;T- 


issued in the capital Conakry. (Reuter) ; . 


Jakarta rejects 
clemency plea, 
orders execution 

JAKARTA, April 1. (UPI) ; 


President Suharto rejected a 
request for clemency by a 
political prisoner sentenced to 
death for taking part in a failed 
communist coup attempt in 
1965, a court official said today. 

A central Jakarta district court 
spokesman confirmed that A$ep 
Suryaman, 68, will be executed 
before a firing squad, but gave no 
details. Executions in Indonesia 
are carried out in secret. 

He said the rejection in decree 
dated March 7 was received by 
thecourt on March 1 9. The court 
convicted Suryaman in 1975 of 
taking part in the failed com- 
munist coup in 1965 that even- 
tually led to the downfall of then 
President Sukarno. 

Four other prisoners senten- 
ced for participating in the coup 
were shot by firing squad in mid- 
February. sparking inter- 
national protests. The Dutch 
government said it might with- 
hold SI 3 million in loans to 
Indonesia because of the execu- 
tions. 



Drug lords threaten: 

bombing campaign 


BOGOTA, At 


_ , . . , U (Reuter): 

Colombia s drug traffickers 


traffickers offered v.to 'quiXjtHei; 
cocaine trade .la-' rettnif^or^ 
guarantees -from 
menL But " Saturday-'s tlirEa^r 


threatened yesterday to place a 
5,000 kg (1 1.000-lb) bomb in the 
capital every time one of their 
members was extradited to the 
United States. 

The group of traffickers 
known as the ‘Extradi tables’ also 
threatened in a statement to 
plant a similar bomb unless 
police freed two residents of the 
town of Medellin it said had been 
detained. 


, 200 been 

killed in a campaign ofbomWngs 
and assassinations begun by the 
drug traffickers last August after 
Colombian authorities declared 
a state of emergency and began 


to be ready tc restart the war.~>>v- 
In their statemtiu^ . ^ .di^^ 
traffickers also' 
execute 

hirers and members of 
family, whoown tbeEsperfadof^ 
newspaper -which-', 
ned against tbril 

’ “For . ever- 

dedover-toi 



Soviets break altitude record 


extraditing suspected traffickers 
States to I 


Soviet chief test oilol Vladimir Arkhipenko 
(right), is shown putting 0 n his helmet prior to 
setting the new world altitude record near 


Moscow March 31. Flying a Soviet M-?7 
"Stratosphere'' Arkhipenko flew to a height of 
21,000 metres (63,000-feel). Tbe plane shown 


taking off ffeft) in the 1 6-20 tonne class, bea ! a 
previous record held by United States- (Reuter 
wirephoto)’ 


to the United States to face trial. 
Colombia is the chief source of 
illegal cocaine for the United 
Slates. 

■ Violence has calmed down 
since January when the drug. 


republic,'-’ 
statement. 
The 


they said 
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th * 1 .? l, ^ffickers; 

threats three .daysL^tar^the^ 


Colombian 
resumed its 

drug-trafii 

w tfie 
month pause. 
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Skull from a mass grave 


A soldier of East German National People’s Army (NVA) holds a skull 
which he dug out from a mass grave in a pine forest near the former 
Nazi concentration camp of Sachsanhausen on Friday. Local people 
say the mass grave could contain hundreds of Germans shot by Soviet 
troops after World War II. (Reuter wirephoto) 
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Elections in Romania 

Parties align 

BUCHAREST. Romania. April I, (AP): Three of Romania's leading 
opposition parties formed an alliance yesterday to compete in the May 
20 general elections, the country’s first free balloting in 43 years. 

The alliance combines the centrist National Liberal Party, the Social 
Democrats and the National Peasants Party, which together domin- 
ated Romanian politics prior to the 1947 communist takeover. 

Radu Campeanu. president of the centrist National Liberal Party, 
said the three partieswoukl co-operate in an effort to win a majority m 
the elections and, if they were victorious, would consider forming a 
coalition government. 

Other smaller parties with similar political platforms are welcome to 
join the alliance, he told a news conference. But Campeanu said he 
“could not see how a coalition government could ever be formed with 
the National Salvation Front,” currently the dominant political force 
in Romania. 

Campeanu also announced he would become the National Liberal 
Party's presidential candidate — and presumably the coalition’s can- 
didate — after complying with legal formalities. 

“According to electoral laws, I will have to gather the signatures of 


;Or>: iti 
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■ kC 

\_\T 


100.000 supporters to qualify for formal inclusion in the official list of 
candidates,” he noted. 

Campeanu said the alliance would “seek the presence of foreign 
observers to oversee the elections” and ensure fairness. 

The coalition's main opposition is likely to be the National Salvation 
Front, which governed the country after communist dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu was overthrown in December and still commands majority 
support, according to public opinion polls. 
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Greekstogoto polls 
third time in a year 

Bid to break govt’s deadlock 

ATHENS. April |, (AP): Against a 
backdrop of rising terrorism and dire 
warnings of economic doom. Greeks 
will go lo ihepoUs for a third time in a 
year in an effort to break the govern- 
ment’s political deadlock. 

But pollsters predict the April 8, 
national elections will end like the 
ones last June and November— with 
no party winning the right to govern 
the country already suffering from 
near ly a year of indedsiveness. 

Weak coalition governments for- 
ged after the elections in June and 
November have been unable, or 
unwilling, to deal forcefully with 
questions of foreign, domestic and 
economic policy- 

The European Economic Com- 
munity says Greece is m danger of 
bankruptcy and says it will not bale 
out Athens because the country brea- 
ched the austerity terms of a IWJ3 
loan. Some Greek officials and econ- 
omists fearthe country may beforcea 
to surrender some of its «ono?“ 
sovereignty and turn, fori he jjrat 
time, to the International Monetary 
Fund for help. 

“Without a strong government, 
we arc heading for economic disa- 
ster,” said Stelios Argyros, presdent 
of the powerful federation ofGreek 
industries. He said Greece ncecti a 
government strong enough to make 
necessary but unpopuIardeciMons. 


Greece’s political stalemate comes 
after IS years of stable government 
following the fall of seven-year 
military dictatorship in 1 974. 

It began after last June’s election 
when the Conservatives and com- 
munists. who fought bitterly in (he 
1 946-49 dvil war. together ousted the 
socialists and ended Andreas Papan- 
dreous eight years as premier. 

After the ejection, a brief coalition 
government formed by the commun- 
ists and (he conservative New 
Democracy Party indicted Papan- 
dreou and several of his ministers on 
corruption charges stemming from 
banking and wiretapping scandals. 
No trial date has been set. 

But the weak coalition govern- 
ment forged after the June election — 
and a similar one formed with social- 
ists after the November elections — 
were unable to stem a resurgence or 
terrorism, deal with a new wave of 
labour unrest, or resolve rising ten- 
sions with old rivals Turkey and 
Albania. 

The governments also were unwill- 
ing to negotiate a new military base 
agreement with the United States or 
answer a US extradition request for 
Mohammed Rashid, a Palestinian 
wanted for the 1982 bombing of a 
Pan American jetliner that killed one 
person. In the meantime. Washing- 
ton simplified the bases problem by 
unilaterally deciding to dose two of 
its four bases in Greece. 


First Soviet non-communist party. founded 


MOSCOW. April l. (UP1): The first non-com- 
munist party in Soviet history, the Liberal 
Democrats, was founded yesterday. 

But a bevy of new parties, including monarch- 
ists and anarchists, is wailing in the wings in 
accordance with the March decision of the com- 
munists to abandon their monopoly on power. 

A total of 21 5 delegates representing most of 
the 1 5 republics are attending the Congress of the 
Liberal Democratic Party of the Soviet Union. 

“Its founders say this is the first nation-wide 


Congress of a non-communist party in Soviet 
history the official Tass news agency said. 

Ii elected as its leader, a Moscow lawyer, 
\ ladimir Zhirinovsky. 42, who said the party is 
against building any specific social system, 
favours private property and a market system 
instead of rigid Soviet central planning. 

Non-communist parties ceased lo exist in Rus- 
sia in January 1918 after the founder of the Soviet 
stale Vladimir Lenin banned ail parties except his 
Bolshevik communists. 


Although some members of (he Czarist- and 
revolutionary -era parties, the Menshevik com- 
munists and social revolutionaries, lingered on 
after January 1918. they never ever again held a 
Congress. 

Lenin's successor Josef Stalin physically 
liquidated the members of these parties. 

But under Gorbachev's reforms, many of the 
exterminated parties have reappeared including 
the constitutional Democrats, or KLadels, as they 


were called, the most liberal parly in the history 
of the Russian empire and early post- revolution- 
ary period. 

But the most viable grouping appears lo be the 
Se.ial Democratic Association, which brought 
tens of thousands into streets of Moscow for a 
pro-democracy rally in early February'- A second 
SDA-organised rally on Feb 25 pul thousands 
more people onto the streets in a score of cities 
across the country despite an official scare cam- 
paign to warn participants off. 


Armenian-Azeri fighting continues 

T roops fail to stop clashes 


MOSCOW. April 1 . (Reuter): Soviet troops dispatched to 
separate warring Armenians and Azeris have failed (o 
stamp out bloody clashes on the Tran tier between their two 
Soviet republics, journalists in the region said yesterday. 

Detachments, rushed to the border on Friday from the 
Azerbaijan and Armenian capitate, succeeded in damping 
down the fighting, but not in stopping all the shooting and 
cross-border raids, he said. 

The Armeapress and Azerpress News Agencies, contac- 
ted by telephone, said a number of people had been killed 
in (he past few days, but reliable figures were unavailable. 


Al least 1 3 people were killed in the previous week. 

Ethnic tension with Armenia dominated a plenary ses- 
sion of Azerbaijan's Communist Party leadership yester- 
day. the Soviet News Agency Tass said. 

Fighting in the Nakhichevan enclave, sandwiched bet- 
ween Armenia and Turkey, and on other border points 
had worsened in the past few Jays with deaths and heavy 
economic damage, the meeting was told. 

Arm empress said women and children had been 
evacuated from some Azeri villages near the border. 


Lithuania rejects 
Gorbachev appeal 

‘Moscow demanding impossible’ 


Le Pen 
chosen 
to head 
National 


NICE, April 1, (AP): Jean-Marie 
Le Pen whipped his foBowera into 
a frenzy of applause and ringing 
yesterday, promising them Oat 
their extreme-right National 
Front Party stands on the thre- 
shold of real political power. 

The 1.600 delegates to the 8th 
party chose Le Pen by cheers and 
haodclappiog to lead the party 
from the ridetines of single-issue 
politics to what they hope will be 
victory in legislative elections in 
1993. 

u If I advance, follow me; ifl die, 
avenge me; If I shirk, kill me,” the 
former paratrooper told the 
delegates. “We are no longer a 
tiny movement. We are today the 
leading political movement in 
France.” 

Le Pen fonnded the anti- 
immigration party in 1972 and 
achieved global notoriety in 1987 
when he called the Nazi holocaust 
a “detail of history.” 

' In a 90-minote speech punc- 
tuated by frequent applause and 
chants, Le Pen accused both the 
governing socialists and 
traditional conservative parties of 
“political Aids.” 

He hammered away at a 
favourite theme: That other 
pofitidans turn a Mind eye to 
immigration, thereby stoking 
racial pressures that will soon be 
insoluble except through violence. 

After the speech and Le Pen's 
reelection in the vast, flag-draped 
am pi theater on the French 
Riviera, the crowd broke into the 
“ode of joy” from Beethoven's 
mnth symphony. 

Earlier, about 700 people 
prayed outside the palace of jus- 
tice for the 6 miffioa Jews killed 
dmring the holocaust to protest the 
attendance at the congress of 
Franz Schoenhnber, leader of 
West Germany's far-right 
Republican Party. 

Scboenber belonged to the 
Waffen SS daring World War H. 
His party and the National Front 
form an atBanre at the European 
ParHamest in Strasbourg. 

The National .Front won 12 per 
cent on the vote in presidential 
elections in 1988 based its anti- 
immigration platform. Its support 
is strongest among white voters in 
areas where large numbers of 
North African and black 
stive. 

are the expression of the 
French people who want to 
becomeooceagainthearownmas- 
ters," said BrimoMegret, the par- 
ty’s second in command. “We will 
be in power before the end of the 
decade.” 

The National Front hopes to 
broaden its platform to iociade 
ecologies! issues id an effort to 
woo rural voters. The party recen- 
tly gained its Gist seat in toe 577- 
seat National Assembly. It held 35 
seats us til electoral changes in 
1988 left the party without 
representation. 

The congress comes as leaders 
of France's mainstream con- 
servative parties met near Paris to 
work oat a common position on 
immigration abend of round-table 
calks with the Socialist govern- 
ment on racism next week. 

■ A communist mayor in the 
Paris suburbs was thrown oat of 
office for alleged racist remarks 
yesterday as a national debate on 


Greek premier fires intelligence chief 


tTUCVIC 4 ^ 1 , f APV Premier Xenophon Zoloias fired Angelopoulos showed inexcusable negligence m foc.per- 
ATHENS, Apnn . flowing allegations fonnaace of bis duties by not immediately briefing tus 

Grec f - broadcasts or superior, in this case the prime minister, who had sought 

.v..,f...«N4l.«nioeaacncyiv as ^ e Wm ^peau^ with every means at his disposal," 

government spokesman Prokopis Pavlopoulos said. 

The Socialists accused the conservative New 
Democracy Party of being behind (he jamming. Tim con- 
servatives denied involvement and called for an official 
inquiry into the matter. 


that the in iciu &■***’— — * 

a leftist tel evision Inf0nMI | o „s.™cT chief 

JSSSsrsKSss 



and accused oi ja w--- 
/uiui supports socialist candidates 

“nT^urc »» judged nuucssary beam 


Channel 29, one of several commercial stations operat- 
ing without a licence, aired footage of two men bring 
arrested on Mount Hymettos near Athens. 



Obsessed fan 

An obsessed tan Jom Penn armed with a rifle broke into the home of 
actress Sharon Gtess, ot the television series Cagney and Lacey’, on 
Friday and threatened to kill her. Gless was not at home when the 
incident occurred. At bottom Penn is taken into custody by Los Angeles 
police. (Reuter wirephoto) 


VILNIUS. USSR. April J. lAP): 
A Lithuanian leader has rejected 
an appeal by Mikhail Gorbachev 
in which the Soviet President said 
Moscow would not negotiate 
with the republic until it scraps its 
independence declaration. 

Gorbachev, in a message 
directed at independence activ- 
ists in the Baltic republic, warned 
yesterday of “grave consequen- 
ces” if they refuse. 

In Vilnius. Lithuanian 
President Vytautas Lands bergis 
dismissed the appeal, telling 
reporters the Soviet leader was 
“demanding impossible things.” 
In a television appearance 
earlier in the evening. Landsber- 
gjs said he found Gorbachev's 
speeches “extremely surprising” 
and mocked Gorbachev's sug- 
gestion that the independence 
plea could destabilise the entire 
Soviet Union. 

“As far as 1 know, we have not 
sent paratroopers to the Soviet 
Union nor are we doing any 
harm whatever to President Gor- 
bachev’s country.'' he said. 

In a toughly worded. 18-line 
statement issued in Moscow and 
addressed to the republic's 
Parliament. Gorbachev charged 
Lithuanian leaders with “openly 
challenging and insulting” the 

Soviet Union. 

Gorbachev said Lithuania had 
chosen a "ruinous” path that 
“will only lead to a dead end.” 

It was his first formal 
statement on the issue since 
March 1 1 , when the Baltic state's 
Parliament sparked open con- 
frontation with the Kremlin by 
voting to secede from the Soviet 
Union. 



Demonstrators show the ‘V sign lor victory next to a 'No T anks 1 sign as 
they listen to speakers at a rally in support of the independence of 
Lithuania. (Reuter wirephoto) 


Gorbachev said he was 
proposing that Lithuania's 
Parliament “immediately annul 
the illegal acts it has adopted. 
Such a step will open the pos- 
sibility for discussing the entire 
range of problems of the solely 
acceptable basis: within the 
framework of the USSR con- 
stitution.” 

In a separate three-page 
statement, also carried by the 
official Tass news agency and 
read by an announcer on 
national television news last 
night. Gorbachev addressed the 
people of Lithuania directly. 

He warned that “irresponsible 
and illegal actions” by Lithuan- 
ian -leaders could affect tbe 
republic’s economic, scientific, 
technical and other links with 


Soviet republics, which 
the Baltic state with much of its 
oil. gas and other essential 
products. 

In Vilnius, uniformed men 
were reported patrolling the 
printing plant for republic's 
main newspapers and the chief 
prosecutor's office. Both build- 
ings were seized during the night 
in Moscow's latest move to assert 
control. 

The Lithuanians have not 
budged and Landsbergis said 
they would press on with their 
independence drive: 

“We have no sources for stop- 
ping this. We can work, live nor- 
mally and wait. We must be 
tough and have tenacity. We 
have this in our character." 


Boyish leader Aznar takes reins of Spanish Conservatives 


SEVILLE,Spain, April MAP): A 37-year- 
old tax inspector with a boyish grin 
became the leader of Spain's Con- 
servatives yesterday as the opposition 
party met to endorse a sweeping gen- 
erational change and seek to govern by 
1993. ‘ 1 

Jose Maria Aznar. 37, the former head 
of the CastiHe-Leon regional government, 
was unopposed and won backing from 97 

S er cent of the 2.859 delegates to the 
opular Party's two-day convention. He 


succeeds the party’s founder. 67-year-old 
Manuel Fraga. 

Aznar. making his speech a day ahead of 
schedule, told delegates he would seek 
“confidence, rigour and unity from the 
party and encourage a change in morale 
from one of resistance to one of victory.” 

His rise comes at a time when the ruling 
Socialists led by Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez appear to be on tbe defensive. 
The Socialists have been losing public sup- 
port over allegations of corruption and 


failure to spread the new wealth created by 
a four-year economic boom. 

In tbe convention's opening address, 
Fraga pledged unconditional support for 
Aznar. saying “this convention will con- 
firm the consolidation of our political 
force — its renewal and rejuvenation — as 
the real and serious alternative to govern 
Spain.” 

Aznar, a handsome man with dark hair, 
a thick moustache and the trademark 
boyish grin, is assured of winning over- 


whelming support for his plan to jettison 
the parly's right-wing image and move to 
attract centrist voters. He penned the con- 
vention's slogan: “Centred on freedom." 

Aznar had been tbe party's vice 
president since last summer and was its 
candidate for prime minister in the Oct 29 
general elections, when it won 107 of the 
350 seats in the key lower house of 
Parliament. That was an increase of two 
seals from the previous election in 1986. 



Special Ramadan Offer 

Now is the time to ask 
fora Personal Loan. 

And get a one month 
interest free grace period. 

This month ’s expenses are 
many . . . . Now is your 
opportunity to obtain a 
personal loan and take 
advantage of the Gulf Bank’s 
special offer. Those who 
borrow now have the benefit 
of postponing one month ’s 
installment, interest free! 

Don’t wait, apply today fora 
new loan, and get a one month 
grace period. 

We haven ’t forgotten our 
existing customers either/ Any 
Gulf Bank customer with loans 
will also have the advantage of 
having the installment due, 
during the Holy Month of 
Ramadan, postponed interest 
free . 

It’s our way to always find new 
ways to help you. 


FINDING NEW WATS TO HELP YOU. 


Camp. S*akh m Sk *» 
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Free trade zone may be established soon 


Private company to operate stores 


A RESPONSIBLE source at the Ministry 
of Finance said that a law on the establish- 
ment of a free trade zone will be issued 
during this year and is awaiting approval. 

The official said that a new system of 
customs storage was established which is 
similar to the system of free zones. Accord- 
ing to the system, the importer keeps his 


imports in the general customs stores, and co 

be has the right to market them either in the 
local market or to re-export them. The 
normal procedures are not applicable on 
these goods — except those related to rules 
of the Arab Office for Boycott and those 
related to prohibited goods. 

The storage period at these stores is one 


implcte year,_which can be extended for 
ioth« 


another year. The stores will be operated 
by a private company and importers will 
not need to go to the government auth- 
orities to fulfill formalities. Thus, the cus- 
tomer will be provided a certificate of 
origin without the need for approaching 
the ministry for the purpose of re-export- 


ing his goods. This procedure is a step to 
issue the free trade zone law, the source 
said. 

The government had undertaken a tech- 
nical study in 1961 that recommended the 
establishment of a free area at Kuwait 
port, the source said and the present move 
is in relation to that study. 


Legal Clinic 


SHOULD you have a legal, labour-related or similar problem, kindly send yow questions to: Arab Times 
Legal CEnic. Our Kuwaiti lawyer, Khated Taber, replies to readers* queries. 

Write to Legal Cfink, Arab Tunes, P.O.Box 2270, 13023 Safat, Kuwait or fax yoor questions on Fax No. 
4847495. 



1 WORKED as an accountant with a com- 
pany Grom June 1979 until Jan 1990, when 
my services were terminated by my com- 
pany. I have decided to return to my comitry 

for good. Am 1 entitled to get an air ticket 
from my company? 

R Mathias 


ACCORDING to 87/1989 social affairs 
regulations, article 20 & 21, an employee is 
entitled to get an sir ticket on final can- 
cellation of visa. You can ask your com- 
pany for this, if there is no provision in the 
contract saying otherwise. All tbe terms of 
the contract, whatever they may be, must 
be followed. It is dearly mentioned m the 
No. 87/1989 rules that an employer must 
deposit an air ticket and an employee's 

llationoi 


ARTICLE 17 exempts people who have 
lived in Kuwait, ana worked here, for a 
continuous period of ten years on a work 
permit. No. 1 8 visa. As you cut your term 
of stay, you are not eligible under the rule 
because you did not complete 10 years. I 
suggest you to go to the social affairs 
minis try, who might be in abetter position 
to help you on the matter. 


contract do you advise be made undo 1 tbe 
law which will protect tbe Interest of the 
expatriate at the time of annual account 
settlement? 

M.Kafia 


passport at the time of final cancellation of 


a visa. 


I HAVE been in Kuwait since 1983 on a 
working visa. Last year, 1 transferred my 
visa to another company which stamped my 
residence, which expires this mouth. My 
services were terminated two months app. 
Now, my previous employers are not giving 
s. release although I have found another job. 
Can the company refuse to give me the 
release even though I have submitted a letter 
from my new employers? Please advise. 

An employee 


I HAVE been working as an accamtsderk; 
I have also been assigned another job by the 
same company through written onkrs bat 1 
am not paid for this job for the last one year. 
I am working with the same company and 
did eotcompUm for fear of losing my job. la 
case, if] leave tbe company or my services 
are terminated, can I take tile matter to any 
authority to receive my does? Is there any- 
time bar and will 1 have to bear heavy 
expenditure to take tbe matter to court? 

F.G.V. 


I CANT answer this question in a news- 
paper column, because it requires a whole 
news page to cover. It is not only a matter 
of 30 per cent only; several aspects are 
taken into consideration. I suggest you 
hire a lawyer, and pay him his fees to give 
you appropriate advice. 


I HAVE been employed in a reputed com- 
pany since 1982. We worked five day weeks 
and were paid overtime for working on 
Thursdays. Now, the overtime payment has 
been suspended. If I resign, wtat benefits am 
I entitled to? I have not signed a new contract 
each year. If 2 refuse to work on Thursday, 
what action can the company take? 

Ahmadi employee 


YOU CAN approach the social affairs 
ministry to file a complaint against tbe 
company, asking them for the release 
papers. A notice through a court can also 
be given to get the release. And, you can 
also file a compensation case if the com- 
pany did not give the release within a 
stipulated period. You can also claim an 
air ticket to leave the country for final 
cancellation of a visa and try to re-enter the 


YES, you can lake the matter to the minis- 
try of sociaLaffairs. If you file a case while 
working, there is a possibility that you can 
be firea; it is better to keep tbe matter 
pending till the end of the contract, and 
then ask for your dues at the end of the 
appropriate time. You can claim ail the 
rights, overtime work done and any other 
rightful dues. And the claim must be made 
within a year of ending the contract. The 
period begins on the day of termination of 
the contract. 


WHAT should be the mode of action as per 
tbe labour law in case the employee has to 
resign because of salary r e dac ti on? 

B. Prasad 


country on a new visa. 

* * * 


1 CAME to Kuwait m 1970 and have been 
employed as a foreman in three different 
companies. In 1986, 1 bad to cancel my visa 
and return to my country. I came back to 
Kuwait in 1989 with a new visa. I wish to 
know if 1 am eligible to get the exemption 
prescribed in Article 17 of the residence law 
regarding changing residence if the present 
employer gives me a release? 

N.M.Nair 


IF THE salary has been reduced, you can 
approach the social affaire ministry and 
report the matter to end the contract, and 
you have the right to claim all the benefits. 
If the social affairs ministry cannot resolve 
the dispute, they will advise you to file a 


court case. 


• • * 


IN AN establishment where Kuwaiti part- 
ner is the financier and expatriate the man- 
ager on a monthly salary in addition to 30 
per cent partner in profits, what type of legal 


1 . ACCORDING to your contract, article 
10 the weekend holiday falls on Fridays 
only. This means that there are six working 
days. If you were working for five days, it 
was up to tbe company to pay over time. 
As you have been working since 1982, 1 
suggest you file a case against the com- 
pany, and the court will decide if there has 
been a change in the contract or not. Yonr 
contract, however, clearly states that you 
have only one weekly day off. 

2. If you resign, according to the 
Kuwaiti labour law, you are entitled to get 
7.5 days salary for the first five years, and 
half a month pay for the subsequent years. 

Regarding the contract you signed, and 
if there is no other contract changing it, the 
first contract is held valid. A contract is 
renewed for an unlimited period if an 
employee continues to work in the same 
company. 

3. According to the labour law, you 
must work on Thursday as it is not a 
holiday for you; if the company asks you to 
work, you can’t refuse, even if it is an 
official holiday, because the job needs to 
be done. If you do, it means that you are 
disobeying, and an employer can use this 
agains t you to laminate your contract, 
according to article 55, part b. of the 
private sector labour law. 


Campaign 
to help 
Palestinians 
in distress 


AL MUNASARAH Charitable 
Committee for Palestine and 
Lebanon will launch a charitable 
campaign during the Holy 
Month of Ramadan to explain 
the dilemma of the Palestinian 
people. 

In an interview with a local 
daily, Ahmed Al Falah of the 
committee said that this month 
constitutes a month of fasting 
and Jihad and his committee has 
opened the door to philanthrop- 
ists to extend necessary support 
to the Palestinian people through 
charitable projects adopted by 
the committee. 

These include the fasting 
7alcat and funds Zakat in addi- 
tion to any other alms and added 

that these funds will be dis- 
tributed to the needy people in 
Palestine who are being subj- 
ected to an economic blockade 
and a war of annihila tion by 
Israel. 

The committee has adopted 
the breakfast meals project 
where the committee has denned 
the value of each meal as five 
hundred fils. 

* Orphans 

Meanwhile, the official said 
that the committee during this 
month will be concentrating on 
the orphan project which aims at 


patronising needy orphans in 


Palestine, Lebanon and Jordan. 
Presently, the committee patron- 
ises about 2,000 orphans. Accor- 
ding to this patronage, each 
orphan in Jordan or Palestine is 
entitled to KDI5, while in 
Lebanon they are entitled to 
KDlOeach. 

In light of the increasing 
exodus of the Soviet Jews to 
Palestine, the committee has 
derided to set up AJ Muhagreen 
and AJ Ansar charitable projects 
to support the Palestinian people 
in the occupied territories to res- 
ist the move to dispel them from 
their homeland. 

He said that the project aimsat 
building bridges between the 
Palestinian people in the 
occupied territories and tbe peo- 
ple in the GCC countries. One 
complete family will be patron- 
ised with an amount of KD25 per 
month, the official said. 


Customs 
inspectors 
on alert 


CUSTOMS inspection at 
Kuwait International Airport 
plays a vital role in pi even ting the 
entrance of all prohibitied 
materials into the country. 

Customs inspectors have a 
very sophisticated modus 
operandi of conveying messages 
amongst themselves of suspects 
who arrive at the airport with 
contraband. 

A local daily interviewed a 
number of customs inspectors on 
duty at Kuwait International 
Airport 


Khaleda Abdul Aziz al 
Masood specialises in inspecting 
females. She added that many 
females resent the idea of a body 
search, but we patiently explain 
to them that this is considered 
routine and within the definition 
of the law. 

Khaleda added that one of her 
official functions is to closely 
keep a watch on all incoming 
passengers and to evaluate any 
suspicious travellers. She added 
that close monitoring of passen- 
gers reveals smugglers as they 
lend to behave differently from 
normal and bonafide passengers. 


Attempts 


Iqbal Al Khodar working as a 
female inspector for over 19 
years said that passengers are 
prene more to body searches 
than in the past. This is due to the 
increasing number of attempts to 
smuggle narcotics, alcohol, arms 
and other contraband. She said 
that body searches are 
imperative to reveal any smug- 
gling attempts. 


Abdul Kareem Sul aim an Al 
Mussa said that inspection at 
Kuwait International Airport is 
on a par with the best in the 
world, with well trained officers. 
However, he added that all 
officials desire to attend enhan- 
ced training courses where the 
latest technology in anti-smug- 
gling is explained. He added that 
diplomatic personnel and other 
individuals who enjoy certain 
perks are not inspected. 



Children addressed 


Dr Javed Iqbal addressed during his recent visit to Kuwait a group of children and their parents at the residence of Iqbal Latlf at a function 
organised by Approb. to celebrate the golden jubilee of the Pakistan Resolution. The children asked interesting questions on the Pakistan 

movement and were joined by more than 1 00 guests. 


High dowries to end: statistics 


By Sayed Othman 


HIGH DOWRIES in Kuwait will soon be an issue of the past, 
according to statistics issued by the Ministry of Justice. 

High dowries had played a negative role in the past and had resulted 
in Kuwaiti youths either marrying non-Kuwaiti girls or delaying 
marriage until they had secured the required funds. 

Recent statistics indicated that 24 Kuwaiti girls had married for a 
dowry of KD one against eight who had dowries amounting to as high 
as KD 15,000. 

Last year there were 10,108 marriages registered among Kuwaitis 
and expatriates — registering an increase of 103 compared to the 
previous year. Of these, 4,85 1 were among Kuwaitis with an increase of 
346. However, marriages among stateless pepple had retreated, while 
expatriate marriages had shown an increase. 

Statistics said that Kuwaiti women married ether to Kuwaitis or 
non-Kuwaitis amounted to 5,559 — an increase of 21 3 compared to the 


previous year. About 708 Kuwaiti women had married non-Kuwaitis 
— some of them stateless. 

A total of 4,549 non-Kuwaiti women of whom 1,050 married 
Kuwaiti men were also registered. 

Statistics said that 241 women married for a dowry less than KD 1 00, 
159 accepted dowries less than KD50Q, 111 marriages were with 
dowries less than KD2.000, 1,939 less than KD3 t 0OO. However, five 
Iragi women, one Saudi, eight Jordanian and Palestinians, three 


Syrians, six Lebanese and two Asians married last year with a dowry 
over KDI5,OOOeach. Another Iraqi women, six Saudis, oi 


is, one Yemeni, 47 

Jordanians and Palestinians, five Syrians, 33 Lebanese three Egyptians 
and three Asians were married for dowries over KDIOJOOO. There were 
1203 Arab and Asian women who got married last year for dowries 
ranging between KD5.000 and KD10,000. 


Palestinians and Jordanian marriages topped the list; followed by 
Kuwaitis, Asians, Iraqis, Saudis, Egyptians, Syrians, Lebanese 


Yemenis, Americans and Africans. 


Roumi retires 




The Minister of Justice and Legal Affairs, Dhari Al 
Othman, has said that the ministry is preparing a 
new payment scale for judges, consultants and 
prosecutors in co-operation with the Civil Service- 
Commission and the scale will be complete^ and 
approved shortly. 


try extends every assistance to solve aH proQ^ 
thatface the judicial staff. The minister praised^ 


Othman, speaking at the farewell party held at 
Kuwait International Hotel to honour the under- 
secretary ot Ministry of Justice. Nasser Al Roumi, on 
the occasion of his retirement, added that the minis- 


mance during his 35 yearsof service; ....... , 

The audience then heard speeches fori 
Abdulla Al Essa on behalf of judicial staff, .Raii 
then^rdeeived gifts and memorial sh/elds lrom.l! 
justice minister and senior officiate of the nfinjd 
who represented all staff ol the fraritefry^ 
shows- Roumi (right), receiving a gift frpm Judi 
Mohammed Al RitaL 
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Fresh tomatoes cost 400pc 
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PRICES of most commodities in 
Kuwait's markets have shown a 
sharp increase to coincide with, 
tbe holy month of Ramadan. 
Prices of some commodities,, 
especially .fresh vegetables and' 
fruits, increased by over ! 0(7 per 
cent. Observers in the market 
stressed that the price hike was 
intended to exploit the huge rush 
by consumers shopping for the 
holy month of Ramadan. The 
observers emphasised that the' 
intention by merchants to 
achieve “quid:” profits at the 
cost of poor consumers by also, 
exploiting a holy occasion, is 
entirely iilegaL 

According to some unofficial 
statistical reports, the maximum 
price hike was in the fresh 
tomatoes which shot up by 400 
per cent. Only in the past 10 days, 
dairy produce prices increased 
by 5 to 41 percent, milk from 12 
to 33 per cent, yeast 31 per cent, 
tinned fruits 16 per cent, jelly 15 
per cent, tooth paste 45 per cent, 
gbee 32 per cent, beef 35 percent, 
soups 80 per cent, fresh vegeta- 
bles from 25 to 100 per cent and 
many others. 

A case of fresh tomatoes which 
was sold at about 500 fils just one 
week before Ramadan, is now 
bong sold at KD2.500. A kilo of 
tomatoes fetches over 600 fils. 
The price hike also hit fruits, 
specially fresh, and the price ran- 
ged from 10 per cent upward. 

Cucumbers, a commodity 
greatly needed by consumers 
during the holy month for salad, 
shot up very sharply and a case is 
now sold at KD3.500. 


said yesterday that the state has 
provided many of the essentia? 
commodities to tbeconsumers at 


zv-. 


turaT sector 


mne 


no side can 
” Such Commodities mdlnde the 
" r rationed Su^r,rice, rinlkpowJer 
in addition to fresh milk and oth- ' 


■{ tedhtoMfife >s8Sor ra-tn3fct^ 
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The official said that the 
Union- of Consumers'.! Co- 
operative Societies is responsible 
for other commodities. The 
official said that there is a com- 
mittee responsible toerisure that 
prices and profit margins, were 
reasonable. The committee does 
not allow merchants to surpass 
these reasonable prices. 

But. the official stressed that' 
commodities like fresh vegeta- 
bles and fruits are-subjected to 
the law of supply and demand. 
The official emphasised that con- 
sumers are to beblamedfor caus- 
ing the price hike. He said that if 
the consumers feel that the price 
of one certain commodity has 
been hiked, they should -search 
for alternative commodities or ' 

3 buying that commodity 
prices are lowered. 


; sumem 


We. unportmosT^ 
frOto outside. ThSSB^fi?^ 
added; the prices of mor — * 
modifies depend 
market prices. Hejsud '’ 
year, there has bera npjL_-_- „ 
price fake and tfaecnrre^y^^ 


in international prices^ ^x^ 


He said that the umori( 
approve any increaseThs 



Demand 


Report 


The Minister of Commerce 
and Industry, Faisal Abdul Raz- 
zak AJ Khaled, who last week 
partly put the blame on con- 
sumers for thepricehike,hasnow 
asked for an urgent repent on the 
prices of foodstuffs and agricul- 
tural products, according to a n 
Arabic daily. 

An official source at tbe Minis- 
try of Commerce and Industry 


Chairman of the Agricultural 
Production Societies, Batrak Al 
Noun, said that the theory of 
supply and demand. is the mam 
factor for determining the prices 
of fruits and vegetables. He said 
that it is dear that the demand on 
such products greatly increases 
every year during the holy month 
of Ramadan. D emand surpasses 
supply and thus prices go up. 
Noun added. 

. Hesaid that part of the agricul- 
tural produce in the market is 
locally produced and the rest is 
imported. Headded that because 
of some diseases and other 
natural causes, the local produce 
of vegetables this season, sharply 
dropped. He added that this all- 
owed the importers to control the 
market prices on such products 
and thus easily hike the prices. 

Noun also stressed on the 


sly month. He stressed. tfca 
current prices are, 
within the reach of 
consumers. 

^G rocery and othov^ 

antl^Ttirther hiked^pf 
Groceries were sd hngtdm 
at KD1 per kilo. Headio 
shops inspection division-a 
Consumers’ Protection^Ete 

their role is to mtcrferein tS 
exploitation -by salesme 
accordance with the law. He 
that exploitation hereim 
increasing the prices artiSc 
to exploit a shortage in the< 
modity in the market. - 
He said that the division 
watches the im piHn«ifa>tic 


Municipality 

motivation 


some commodities and service 
like meat water, cold drints aa 
others. But Rashedcojiunentej 
on the current price fcike«aid;*T 
the official sides do not mte&OT 
when prices go down ijind^inec 
chants may lose, why shoUi^ 
interfere when prices go 
said that the whotematters^to 
ply “supply and demaud^C^ 
Burners should be. more^bw^n 
and should not go for thewm 
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Commercial licences 


EMPLOYEES at Kuwait Mun- 
icipality entitled to an incentive 
allowance will be given a financial 
reward of two per cent of the 
value of any fines collected on 
reports filed by them, subject to a 
maximum of KD10 per infrin- 
gement. 

The decision was recently 
endorsed by Kuwait's Civil 
Service Council at the request of 
the acting director-general of 


Kuwait Municipality, Sheikh 
Sabah Jaber Ai An. Tne 


le decision 
includes a technical allowance to 
be given to employees of superv- 
isory posts at the food depart- 
ment, cleanliness department, 
sign control bakeries inspectors 
and barber saloons supervisors 
at the municipality.' 


to be reviewed 




uwmn. ikiu survey or all ej 
with a view to cancelling those not in use. 

He told a local daily that the inspection and 


licences nave as a result been 

Farwaniya and KuWait City, to c 
the country have been explored. 

_ ., tM . Faculties 

such an operation, the official 

co^eraai itcences issued to mdividuals^i^v^ 
He sud that the external centres of 


52,175, and that the reason , - 

great number of these licences 
Atotal of 5,448 licences 
4,663 were issued to groceries. 
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Specialised hospitals planned around Kuwait 


Private sector involvement sought 


I*H E Council of Ministers has reportedly 
approved in principle die allocation of 
government-owned sites to set up special- 
purpose hospitals in different locations in 
the country. 

A local daily has said that the council 
required the relevant government person- 
nel to cany .out the necessary co-ordina- 
tion with the Ministry of Public Health 
and Ministry of Finance's Government 


Property and Services Department on the 
manner of distribution of the proposed 
sites. These sites are to be offered for sale to 
those wishing to undertake ths construc- 
tion of these hospitals. 

The director of the Planning Depart- 
ment at Kuwait Municipality Mosa Ai 
Sarraf has said that the sites had already 
been allocated in the existing investment 
areas, where hospitals and specialised clin- 


ics would be set up; Facilites to be con- 
structed must be housed in the right 
environment, which require the presence 
of parks, entertainment grounds for 
patients and others. 

He told a local daily that there have been 
many requests for the construction of 
private hospitals and specialised clinics, 
and that the provision of the right sites for 
these vital facilities would beagreat invest- 


ment opportunity. The main stress would 
be laid on quality rather than quantity. 

He said that the department of govern- 
ment property and services at the Finance 
Ministry would define the prices according 
to the going rates in each of the location 
designated, adding that the government is 
deeply aware of the need to involve the 
private sector in the implementation of 
such projects. 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


Premier receives 

KUWAIT, April I, (Kuna): HH 
the Crown Prince and Premier 
Sheikh Saad Ai Abdullah AI 
Salem AI Sabah yesterday 
received in audience at Bayan 
Palace. United Kingdom’s 
Ambassador to Kuwait Michael 
Weston on the occasion of 
assuming his post. 

Planning meeting 

KUWAIT, April 1, (Kuna): 
Member of the Supreme Plan- 
ning Council Ahmad Saad AJ 
Jasser yesterday chaired a meet- 
ing of the planning commi ttees to 
discuss the draft long-term plan 
of 1990-201 5. 

. The meeting wa£ attended by 
Planning Minister Dr Abdul 
Rahman Abdullah AI Awadi 
and the work teams who 
.explained projects included in 
the long-term plan. 

Secretary-general of the coun- 
cil Fuad Mulla Hussein said the 
sub-committees of the council 
held a join t meeting to discuss the 
1 990-2015 plan which was recen- 
tly referred to it by the cabinet 

Hussein told Kuna thai the 
conferees had agreed to hold 
another meeting for more talks 
on the long-term plan. 

Gorbachev message 

DOHA, April 1, (Kuna): A ver- 
bal message from Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
was conveyed Saturday to the 
Amir of Qatar, Sheikh Khalifa 
Bin Hamad AI Thant the Qatari 
News Agency reported. 

The agency said the message 
was conveyed by the Soviet 
ambassador in Doha and that it 
includes the Soviet position 
toward the Middle Edst crisis 
and bilateralrelarions. . 

Campaign V ": h,! _?.?•* 

KUWAIT, April 1, (Kuna): Two 
Kuwaiti dailies today blasted the 
anti-Iraq campaign in Britain 
and the US, affirming that Iraq 
has the right to acquire any 
advanced technology to ensure 
its self-defence. 

Daily A1 Seyassah wondered 
why Iraq has been singled out for 
an extensive armament cam- 
paign while Israel which has been 
armingitself to the teeth has been 
•doing so without any objection 
from the worried West. 

For its part, another daily said 
that the alleged plot to smuggle 
nuclear triggering devices and 
naval equipment to Iraq was 
nothing but a reaction to the 
execution of Farzabad Bazoftin 
Baghdad for spying. 

The paper declared “charging 
some Iraqi passport holders with 
smuggling prohibited material 
does not make a very strong case 
against Iraq." 

Saudi minister 

AMMAN, April 1. (Kuna): 
Saudi Minister of Education 
Abdul Aziz AI Khailer arrived 
here yesterday for a brief visit to 
Jordan, during which he will con- 
vey a message from King Fahd 
Bin Abdulaziz of Saudi Arabia to 
the Jordanian monarch . King 
Hussein. 

Khaiter did not indicate the 
contents of the message. 


Porno games 

A LOCAL daily has reported 
that the common children 
computer games ‘Atari* 
involve pornographic bon- 
uses to players who can out- 
wit the computer and win 
continuously. 

The paper said that the 
bonuses involved a series of 
pictures taken in the nude in 
different postures of world 
famous actresses and that the 
winning player would be able 
to press the bonus key and get 
a poraorgraphic picture of his 
favourite actress printed out 
for him. 

It is noteworthy that this 
advantage is only accessible 
to experienced players who 
can win all games contin- 
uously over a period 
estimated at one and a half to 
two hours of successful play- 
ing. 
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Ramadan greetings 

Director of the General Traffic Department, Brig. Abdul Hameed AJ Hajji congratulated police traffic officers 
on the occasion of the holy month of Ramadan. He received the heads of departments and various sections 
of the Traffic Department He told officers that Interior Minister, Sheikh Salem Al Sabah has agreed to grant 
financial gratuities to policemen for excellent services. Picture shows Hajji greeting officers. 

Customs to facilitate 
procedures, says Ghanim 

New warehouses to be built 


DIRECTOR General of the General Customs 
Department Ibrahim Abdullah Al G hanim has said 
that the new ministerial decision no. 3- for 1990 on 
customs data and systems falls within the 
framework of national efforts to activate the local 
economic situation by simplifying procedures, and 
facilitating teleprocessing of transactions and'Sav- 
ing time and effort. ... 

. He said, that the existing -customs' law basically 
derives'from the Arab unified customslaw, while the 
ministerial decision defined the mode of applica- 
tion, adding that the customs data and regulation 
were governed under decision 152 for 1980 and the 
finance minister's decision no. 14 for 1984 on the 
regulation of customs clearance. 

Transit merchandise has been divided into direct 
transit goods, which would be permitted to stay in 
the country for 48 hours from the date of its entry 
from the country's border and goods of indirect 
transit and this could stay in the country no more 
than five days, the official said. 

' He said that to meet the requirements of public 
{merest special forms will be prepared for goods 
imported into thecountry at the value not exceeding 
KD 500 and that these forms would speed up die 
process of clearance and insurances. 

Personal luggage will be exempted from customs 
tax in order to facilitate thepassage of people into 
the country, but personal effects however still have 
to be inspected to insure that no commercial inten- 
tions are involved in the import of clothes. 

Exemption 

Personal luggage with value exceeding KD 500 
will be admitted mLo the country under the tem- 
porary admission clause, and the dept has decided to 
make substantial amendments into the system 
governing the temporary admission of goods to 
cope with new developments, particularly the 
admission of equipment and machines by contrac- 


tors executing projects in thecountry. 

Ghanim said that the existing goods allowance 
rate has been reduced for goods admitted for tem- 
porary period in the country by 0.001 percent of the 
total value of the goods, and the allowance would 
cover a period of three months only regardless of 
how Tong the goods wiB remain* in the country,' 
.unlike the .system operated .before which charged 
high fees under deciiofl Nd.32/82;- ' •-" r r T < r - 

He pointed out that ministries ahd'otlier govern- 
ment agencies were exempted from paying the 
insurance value on goods imported in accordance 
with this system, unlike the decision No. 152/80 } 
which stipulated that the government agencies pay 
high insurance amounts. 

Warehouses 

Under the new decision the department could build 
public customs warehouses to be run under the 
supervision of the customs authorities and the agen- 
cies involved in investing these facilities. Con- 
sequently the importer could store his goods, 
whether bound for the local market or noL meant to 
be admitted into the country and will have the 
freedom to re-export these goods or admi t them into 
the country for local use. without having to face the 
usual customs procedures and rediape. 

He said that a ministerial decision would be issued 
to define these warehouse and storage period and 
whether this period is extendable or not. Another 
type of warehouse would be designated for impor- 
ters to enable them to release their goods after 
submitting the necessary justifications to customs 
authorities without having to bear the invoi wed cost 
of demurrage. 

The period of storage in these pm ale warehouses I 
will he six months to be extended on request, against ! 
a cash insurance amount paid by the importer I 
equivalent toihe*. j I ue of due customs tax. Ghanim j 
said j 


Awadi 

denies 

services 

plan 

KUWAIT, April 1, (Kuna): 
Planning Minister Dr Abdul 
Rahman Al Awadi has denied 
that the government was plan- 
ning to ask the private sector to 
run hospitals, schools, university 
and applied education in the 
upcoming five-year plan. 

. Awadi, told a local daily that a 
study on converting, respon- 
sibility of government institu- 
tions to the private sector will be 
programmed according to a cer- 
tain plan. 

The state will hot give up 
services to citizens and 
expatriates in certain fields, 
however, the minister 
underlined, adding that the 
private sector is welcome to par- 
ticipate in a number of construc- 
tional and planning projects in 
ihe upcoming development plan. 

Recent press reports had said 
that the government was plan- 
ning to hand over responsibility 
of running hospi tals, schools and 
other government institutions to 
the private sector in the five year 
development plan. 

Awadi said that the plan, the 
third for the country, will witness 
a qualitative leap in planning and 
building the Kuwaiti man at the 
instructions of HH the Amir urg- 
ing for a qualitative leap in the 
nineties. 

The upcoming plan is the first 
and preparatory stage for the 
strategic 25 yearsplan which had 
been recently draited.be notedin 
conclusion. 

f*rfevious rep'drts E ' hatf 
categorically stated that the 
move is intended to be developed 
through joint slock companies or 
privatisation companies or com- 
mercially competitive compan- 
ies. Presently, plans are under- 
way to study the government 
services that should be trans- 
ferred to the private sector on a 
priority basisin conjunction with 
the ability of the local market to 
bear the assets and costs of this 
work. 

Estimates indicate that the 
investment of the private sector 
in the transfer of such services 
should be in the vicinity of KD7 
billion. Such mammoth funds 
need the astute programming of 
projects and services as well as 
studying the substitutes for the 
future of the assets of the trans- 
ferred services that could total 
over several billion dinars in rela- 
tion to centrals of the Mmistryof 
Communications, power sta- 
tions. hospitals, schools and 
universities as well us the facul- 
ties and institutes of applied 
education. 


Modernity arrives in Oman’s Nizwa 


$27m to be spent 


NIZWA. Omar. Apnl I. 
(Reuter): For generations, a tree 
in Nizwa's bazaar had spread its 
gnarled branches to shade Ihe 
traders at the Friday animal auc- 
tions. 

Now it has gone, and the 20th 
century has really come to this 
mediaeval city which is gelling a 
new market as pari of a multi- 
million dollar development 
programme. 

The tree disappeared two 
months ago. Some old men said 
the reason was a storm. Some 
said it died. Some said it was 
pulled down. Some said that ail 
these things were true. 

The tree is now the stuff of 
legend, and the certainties of 
modern limes have arrived in 
Nizwa. 

■ Under the decaying roof of the 
old bazaar, a busload of elderly 
Germans spend money, the van- 
guard of tourist trade. 

Nizwa is one of the old capitals 
of Oman and an ancient centre of 


Islam, set southwtfsi she 
barren mountains which 
separate it from the model r: 
capital of M uscut. and the sea 

The great I4th-centur> 
traveller Ibn Battuta wMicd 
Nizwa. 

"This city is at the foot of a 
mountain and surrounded h> 
gardens and rivers. It has a 
beautiful clean bazaar and the 
mosques are large and 
scrupulously dean." he wrote. 

“They are a bold and brave 
race, and the tribes are per- 
petually al war with each other." 
he added. 

This last remark was still 
applicable not much more than 
30 years ago. It was only in 1955 
that the Lhen Omani Sultan Said 
Bin Talmour marched in with 
British support to end the rule of 
the last imam of Nizwa. and unite 
thecountry. 

The old bazaar is. unfortun- 
ately. not quite as perfect as the 
one Ibn Battuta admired. The 


jest remains true 

The people of Nizwa. proud 
inheritors of a I.3(XJ-> ear-old 
irudmon. have mixed feelings 
ihout the new plans. 

•\t noon on one recent hot spr- 
ing day. the silver merchants, the 
spice shops, and food traders 
were closing. 

In acomer of the grain market, 
four old men sat out of the heat 
under the roof of split palm 
fronds. 

Just behind the crumbling 
walls of their shop, the earth 
movers had completed the foun- 
dations of the new market and 
steel reinforcing wires and con- 
crete peeped through. 
Corrugated iron had replaced 
part of the old bazaar's roof. 

“Some people prefer the old 
market. Some people look for- 
ward to the new. market.'* said 
one old man. with a long white 
beard and gap-toothed smile. 

"Nobody yet knows for sure 
whether the old bazaar will be 


restored like they restored Nizwa 
tort. But we would like to 
preserve some of our heritage." 
said a younger colleague. 

“In the past, whenever a bit of 
the market fell down, we rebuilt it 
with the same materials." he 
said. 

The patchwork quality of the 
mud and stone wails, the maze of 
old archways, and narrow pas- 
sages. attest to that fact. 

The Nizwa development 
programme will include a new 
series of markets, slaughter- 
houses, and road bypasses, cost- 
ing 10 million rials (527 million). 

The result will undoubtedly be 
more hygienic and allow local 
traders better access and 
facilities. 

But some things still work 
move in place in mediaeval 
Nizwa. On the archway entrance 
to the grain market hangs a sign. 

“By order of the government, 
hunting the wild oryx deer and 
other animals and birds here lu- 
ted is now forbidden." 


No cuts in budgets of vital services 


THE forthcoming state budget will 
include new budgets for housing, educa- 
tion and health projects and although the 
government is rationalising spendings, 
there will not be any cuts in the budgets 
related to vital services as the government 
is concerned about its citizens welfare — 
specially those who fall within the limited 


income group. 

Giving these details, a responsible 
source said that the new budget will 
noticeably be increased compared to the 
present budget. 

The Minister of Finance. Jassem Al 
Khorafi held several meetings with senior 


officials at the ministries and financial 
departments to lay down the specifics of 
the new state budget He has instructed 
these officials with guidelines on the draft 
budget, keeping in mind the importance of 
following the rationalisation of spendings 
policy. 

On the other hand, reliable sources 


pointed out that a number of senior 
officials at the public sector, specifically 
assistant undersecretaries at some tech- 
nical ministries will submit their resigna- 
tions to pave the way for young Kuwaiti 
blood. The same sources denied the 
rumour that the government intends to 
dismiss some public staff. 


Unemployment likely 

for Arabs in 1990 ’s 

Returning workers to aggravate burden 


ARAB manpower during 1990 is v 
estimated to amount to S64.5 
million, according to estimates 
revealed by the Arab Labour 
Organisation (ALO). 

According to a recent study,' . 
the organisation expected the 
volume of such manpower to 
total 99 milUon by the end of the 
current century and to 123 
million by the year 2010 AD. 
These figures are insignificant as 
compared to the total population 
of the Arab nations which will 
amount to abouL 22 1 million and 
362 million respectively. 

The organisation attributed 
the small numbers of Arab man- 
power vis-a-vis the total popula- 
tion to the poor contribution of 
the workforce in Arab economic 
activities. It said that this phen- 
omenon could be attributed to 
two facts. The first represents 
that about 53 per cent of Arab 
manpower is under 20 years old 
and the second is represented in 
the poor contribution of Arab 
women in the economic sphere. 
The contributions of the latter 
represent about .10.6 per cent 
only, the organisation said. ‘ 

It added that the volumeof the 
Arab workforce will increase by 
about 2.5 million per ann um dur- 
ing the 1990s decade and is expec- 
ted to rise to about 3 J million per 
annum during the next decade. 
In this respect, the study said that 
2.5 job opportunities should be 
provided per annum in the Arab 
countries to reduce unem- 
ployment rates. The study fur- 
ther cited that there Is a lot- of 
unemployment at the Arab level 
and cited Egypt alone which has 


about 667,000 workers in this 
category. 

Additionally, the organisation 
pointed out that a large number 
of conscripts in different Arab 
countries mil be demobilisedrand 
this section will further add to the 
unemployment figures existing 
in the Arab countries. The return 
of immigrant workers to their 
homes will further aggravate? the 
burden on some Arab countries 
in the coming few years. 

Basically, the organisation 
said the returning immig- 
rant workforce is not classified 
among the national manpower 
during the past plans. 

It further said that the GCC 
countries wflTheed the services of 
210.000 employees per annum . 
The private sector showed no 
enthusiasm to employ nationals 
and expatriates will constitute 
the bulk of labour due to their 
being inexpensive. 

Meanwhile, the Arab Labour 
Organisation has clarified that 
the GCC countries don't suffer 
from a lack of job opportunities 
to provide their citizens with, 
but, suffer from organisational 
and administrative problems. 

Speaking of the countries of 
the Arab Co-operation Council 
(ACC), ALO said that these 
countries were requested to 
provide 950,000 job opportun- 
ities per annum. Egypt is a prime 
candidate, with Iraq haring the 
necessary capability for employ- 
ing an adequate workforce. The 
years of war between Iraq and 
Iran had shown that Iraq has the 
capability to provide job oppor- 


tunities in the year 1983 tor 1 
million expatriates and still con- 
tinue to receive these workers to 
the extent to 600.000 per annum, 
with about 450.000 per annum 
from Egypt. 

Task 

On the Arab Maghreb Union 
countries. ALO said that these 
countries were requested to 
provide 700,000 job opportun- 
ities per annum. This is an uphill 
task, as these countries suffer 
from an acute unemployment 
problem represented by the exis- 
tence of two million jobless peo- 
ple. - 

Libya, it added is the most 
important for manpower among 
the Arab Maghreb Union coun- 
tries and brings in about 738.000 
Arab employees per annum. It 
added that the Arab Maghreb 
Union countries will face 
another problem by returning 
immigrant employees who are 
currently working in Europe in 
general and France in particular. 
Additionally, conflicts have 
-erupted recently between 
Mauritania and Senegal which 
will result in the latter deporting 
a number of Mauritanian 
employees. Meanwhile, the 
organisation said that Sudan is 
requested to provide about 
630,000 job opportunities. 

On the other hand, the organ- 
isation has estimated the jobless 
figures in the Arab countries to 
be about five million workers, 
but it added that this figure does 
not constitute a dangerous figure 
for time bang as it does not 
exceed 8 per cent of the total 
workforce. 



Community courses 

Under the auspices of the deputy rector for com- 
munity services and information affairs at Kuwait. 
University Dr Rasha Al Sabah, a graduation 
ceremony was organised (or graduates ol special- 
ised training courses including executive 
secretaries, accounts and other intensified courses 
in different areas; These courses were organised by 
the Community Service Centre during thelirst seme- 
ster of the academic year 1 9S9/1 990. 

Speaking at the ceremony. Dr Sabah confirmed 
ihqt «iuca!ior arid the training courses 


constitute two feeders for community services 
She said the centre was striving to develop isian” 
and Arab communities m different fields and acidf 
that it is looking forward that the university ex!e"-i • 
scientific, cultural and academic services coa- 
ted with applied sciences 

She described the university s exc-.- — • 
tield of continued education and fair.— u * 

a pioneer effort Picture shows D- Sab*- : 
awav a certificate to a g r adua’* 


Consumers 
complain 
of increase 
in prices 

A NUMBER of consumers have 
complained of the increase in 
prices ofboTh local and imported 
furniture and stressed that fur- 
niture displayed al the markets is 
not of good quality, although 
their pricesare high and called on 
officials at the Miiustiy of Com- 
merce to excercise strict control 
on quality and prices. 

However, a' section of con- 
sumers praised local furniture 
claiming that it lasts longer than 
European products as the former 
is made from belter quality 
.wood. They claimed that 
European furniture is quickly- 
damaged and cannot be trans- 
ported from one place to another 
without major damage. 

Local manufacturers said oil 
wood used in making furniture in 
Kuwait is of the highest quality. 
Prices vary according to the 
decoration they said and pointed 
out that a bedroom set that starts 
as low as KD 200 goes up to 
several thousand dinars. They 
further said that whereas, local 
furniture can last for over five 
years, imported European fur- 
niture does not last over a year. 

Faisal Al Khawaja a furniture 
manufacturer added that . most 
consumers are interested in 
decoration and shape of the Fur- 
niture and not the quality — =- 
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.—jiturc every year. Be advised 
those customers who have chil- 
dren to opt to purchase local- 
made furniture as it lasts longer 
and gives value for money. 


Co-op law 

Plan to revamp 
major policies 

THE chairman of the Kuwait Consumer Co-operative Societies S.i.i» 
Abbad Al Swarej has said that the union is planning to carry out .. 
number of important steps, including the revision of the old c«* 
operative taw and the reconsideration of the enforced policies, study i Ik 
feasibility of partial computerisation of union activities and the bunch 
ing of joint projects. 

He said that theunion is aspiring to revise law No. 24 for i*»~»»u*co|v 
with newdevelpmentsin the co-operative movement, strewing hi-. hop». 
that the relevant government authorities will extend all necessarx heir 
in this regard. 

Existing union policies needed more flexibility to be better .v-pof- 
sive to meeting ever-changing nedsand new developments. Tho. could 
possibiey lead to the abrogation of certain policies and the draw mu «|- 
of completely new ones to carter to the requirements of the curi-eu* 
economic and socail development state. Swarej said. 

He added that a number of committees had been formed'for tin* 
purpose containing on their memberships a number of professors from 
Kuwait University and some of the directors, members and veteran 
oj^eratives to fulfil the central aim of this revision, which is optimism- 
performance. *" 

The union is currently studying the feasibility of introducing com- 
puters into the operation of the co-operative societies, and the idra is to 
eventually interlink these societies via one computer network to ensure 
bcticr precision and co-ordination ofw’ork. 

The union is also planning to set up joint collective projects, to he 
funded under the item social services, such as the construction of parks 
dubs for tiie disabled, landscaping medians and public squares the 
schools, clinics and other public facilities, besides participa- 
the social welfare development projects, the c hairman said 
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Thought for today 


NEVER trust a man who speaks wall of everybody — John 
Churton Collins, English literary critic (1846-1908). 


Arab- American study 


‘Recognise state 
of Palestine’ 


WASHINGTON, (Kuna): A dear majority of Arab- Americans 
believe strongly that the US government should recognize the state of 
Palestine in the West Bank and Gaza Strip as declared by the Palestine 
National Council. 

Arab- Americans also want the US administration to work to bring 
about an international peace conference on the Middle East, sponsor 
direct negotiations between the Israelis and the Palestinians, and use its 
diplomatic and economic influence to bring Israel to the negotiating 
table. 

These facts and many others emerge from the first massive scientific 
study of the attitudes of more than two and a half million-strong Arab- 
American community. 

The.survey was conducted by Dr Baha Abu Laban, a professor of 
sociology a t the University of Alberta, in Canada and author of several 
books arid studies. 

' Study 

The massive study was organized by the major Arab- American 
organization, the American Arab- Anti-Discrimination Committee 
(ADC), which this weekend held its tenth anniversary convention here 
in Washington, where the study was released for the first time. 

Based on the result of the survey, Ara b- Americans who were polled 
also hold strongly to the opinion that Lebanon should be reunited 
under a new representative government and that all foreign troops 
should be withdrawn from the country. 

Also, Lebanon certainly needs humanitarian aid and Arab- 
Americans would like the US government to respond more generously 
to this need. 

The survey was based on a total of 2,626 completed questionnaires of 
a representatives sample of ADC members in both the US and Canada. 

It reveals some interesting facts about the Arab- American commun- 
ity itself. For example, 71 per cent of those who responded were males. 
Approximately 59 per cent were born in the US, 33 per cent were 
naturalized US citizens, and the balance — 8 per cent — were classified 
as permanent residents (green can! holders) or temporary visitors. 

In terms of Arab country of origin, about 36 percent originated from 
Palestine, 33 per cent from Lebanon. 16 per cent from Syria. 5 percent 
from Iraq. 4 per cent from Egypt, 3 per cent from Jordan, and the 
remainder or 3 percent from the Arabstaiesin the Gulf region or North 
Africa. 

The educational background of those surveyed was relatively high, 
with nearly 8outof 10 holding a university degree, 1 4 percent had some 
college education. About 45 per cent reported an income of over 
550.000 a year and a further 44 per cent were in the S20.000-50.000 

range. 

ADCs survey covered quite a variety of issues of concern to Arab- 
Americans and to their umbrella organiaricns. including opinions on 
social status, political participation, media exposure and media 
coverage of the Middle East, the future of Lebanon and Palestine. 


selected aspects of US foreign policy, current public issues and the like. 
Tr.e poll finds that, on the social status of Arab-Americans. the 


majority believe that stereotyping and discrimination are two major 
issues they face in the United States. 

The media, particularly TV and film productions — are seer to be 
responsible for the transmission and hence perpetuation of negative 
images of Arabs. The evidence derived from the survey suggests that 
Arab-Americans continue to sustain status losses in proportion to anti- 
Arab sentiments which seen to be prevalent in American society. 

The results of the survey further show a high level of Arab- American 
activism within American politics. Issues of concern to Arab- 
Americans include what a political candidate's position is on the 
Middle East as well as domestic economic policies. 

This indicates that for Arab-Americans, both issues relating to 
America, as well as to homeland politics, remain of central concern. 

How do Arab-Americans feel about the quality of US media 
coverage of the Middle East? 

The responses show that the sweep majority of the respondents — 91 
per cent either strongly agree or agree with the statement that “the 
media coverage is biased in favour of Israel” 

Conversely, an equally high proportion — 92 per cent — either 
disagree or strongly disagree with the statement that “media coverage is 
biased in fa vour of the Palestinians'* as the Israelis claim. 

But despi te their conviction that the US media are biased in favour of 
Israel, many respondents feel that there has been a qualitative 
improvement in media coverage of the Middle East in recent years. 

They indicated that the Israeli invasion of Lebanon and the Palestin- 
ian intifada had played a significant role in bringing about this 
i mpr ovement of the American media's coverage. 

On the US attitude towards the Arab-Israeli conflict, 97 per cent of 
Arab-Americans polled said the US should work to bring about an 
international peace conference that includes ail the parties, including 
thePLO. 




it per cent said the 

economic influence to pressure Israel into joining negotiations. 

And about 8 out of 10 respondents or 79 per cent endorsed the 
statement that “the US should sponsor direct negotiations between 
Israelis and Palestinians.*' 


What also emerges from the survey is that the majority of Arab- 
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rel ation to peace efforts in the Middle East and additionally feel that US 
aid io Israel should change. 


1512 — Holy Roman Emperor Maximillian I and Swiss join 
Holy League against France. 

1536 — Malxno, Sweden, surrenders to Denmark's King Chris- 
tian IU. 

1559 — Peace treaty is signed at Cateau-Cambresis between 
England and France. 

1580 — Seventh War of Religion breaks out in France. 

1595 — Spain's King Philip II undertakes to aid Earl of 
Tyrone’s rebellion in Ireland. 

1667 — France’s King Louis XTV signs defensive League of the 
Rhine with Munster, Neuburg, Brunswick, Hesse-CasseL, 
Bavaria and Sweden. 

1699 — British Admiral Benbow is sent to West bidies to gain 
reparations from Spain for destruction of British ships at 
Darien. 

1801 — British fleet under Horatio Nelson is sent to Denmark 
because of Danish action on Elbe River and is victorious off 
Copenhagen. 

1903 — Britain and France refuse to support construction of 
Baghdad railway. 

1917 — US president Woodrow Wilson summons special 
session of Congress to declare war upon Germany. 

1937 — South Africa prohibitspolfticai activity by foreigners in 
South-West Africa. 

1947 — UN Security Council appoints US as trustee for Pacific 
islands formerly under Japanese mandate; Britain refers Pales- 
tine question to United Nations. 

1964 — Yemen charges Britain with air attacks on its territory. 
1986 — Terrorist bomb rips hole in TWA jetliner over southern 
Greece, and blast blows a mao, woman and child out of the 
plane to thier deaths. 

1988 — Iraq claims its forces killed thousands of Iranian troops 
and overran bases ofKurdish rebels in mountainous northeast. 
1989 — Police say more than 50 guerrillas are killed in new 
round of battles in northern Namibia. 
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Nationalist leaders ignore reality 


VILNIUS, Lithuania, USSR, (UP1): Lithuania’s 
Sajudis nationalist leaders pursued a brilliant 
strategy to seize power Feb 24. They have done 
almost nothing right since. 

For one thing. President Vytautas Lands bergis. 
and the other Sajudis leaders now running Lith- 
uania were not prepared to rule when the national- 
ist-controlled Parliament declared independence 


I 'WANT TO BB -WE 
EpuOcflOM P£ESic>arr/ 
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There was no need for such precipitous action. 

After their victory in the Feb 24 elections, the 
Sajudis forces controlled Parliament. They had a * 
legitimate mandate from the Lithuanian people. 
They were clearly in control. 

But their rushto freedom destroyed their election- 
won strength nearly overnighL 

Their decision to ignore political realities and act 
on purely moral principles wrought confusion in the 
Baltic republic and created an unnecessary confron- 
tation with Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
who now is spinn ing the Lithuanian leadership 
around like a top. 

Lithuanian Communist Party chief Algirdas 
Brazauskas, the man who should be president in 
place on Lands bergis, said as much. 

“I don't think Gorbachev as a person has bad will 
towards Lithuania,” Brazauskas told reporters 
recently. “I think our decision on March 1 1 and our 
subsequent acts have created this atmosphere i n our 
relations from which I think we should find a way 
out.” 

The Sajudis nationalists made their first mi sta k e 
March 10 when they did not elect Brazauskas 
president 

Brazauskas, a bear of a man whose political 
savvy, experience with power and general personal 
presence dwarfs that of Landsbergis, enjoys 
immense support among Lithuanians because ofhis 
/party’s decision Dec 20 to break from Moscow and 
form the first independent republican Communist 
Party in Soviet history. 

With Brazauskas at its head, Lithuania would 
have presented, to Moscow and the world, a true 
coalition government with a Parliament controlled 
by principled nationalists and an executive run by a 
popular communist leader. 

Such a government could have pursued a dual- 
track strategy: holding preliminary secession talks 
with Moscow while feeling out foreign governments 
about how much support they would give, if any, to 
Lithuanian independence — not in principle, but in 
practice. 

That government also might have charted a 
careful course to fuU-fiedged independence through 
in-depth assessments of international reactions to 
various scenarios. 

These could have included whether the United 
States and its allies would recognize a unilateral 
declaration of independence, whether Western 
interests would allow immediate disregard for 
Soviet de facto rule or whether the West only would 
be able to support and accept a solution negotiated 
with Moscow. 

Instead. Lithuania’s new leaders have spent most 
of the past two weeks perfonning award-winning 
imitations of whirling dervishes. To wit 

— They seem surprised and even hurt that no 
foreign government recognised Lithuania as an 
independent country. 

— They filled out the rest of their government in a 
hurried charade of ministerial appointments perfor- 
med as Soviet tanks rolled past I%rliament. 

— They announced plans to set up border check- 
points then backed off when Moscow became alar- 
med and they realized they could not implement 
those measures. 




*5 


ftyTT® ir«, ’*•*■•*« !jL?r<RTa< 7 n 


l W m f-fftTTOVT' >*« 'fwi 


I VUAtfr-TD be we , 
Tm&PO&ZROfl PRESIDENT/ 


I WANT -ID B6 -THB 

ih 

PMPoziT 



, : •< 1 1 1 y V t' A 1 ' .v* _ 

11 il < i»j "JjliiK LlllAliLM-IlMI 


mft i i 


throw stones. They’D call me altaftotTIresaidL'; 

Since the upriang b^an« atleast.635 Rates- 
ti mans have been killed by Israelis and 
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West mute over 


LONDON. (API: The muted res- 
ponse to the Soviet show of military 
force in Lithuania is proof of the 
West’s commitment to President 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

And nearly three weeks into the 
Soviet confrontation with break- 
away republic, analysts say-no one _ 
knov-s whether there is a line beyond “ 
which Gorbachev cannot go without 
provoking Western retaliation. 

Soviet soldiers were used to round 
up Lithuanians who deserted the Red 
Army after the republic declared 
March 1 1 that it was no longer part of 
the Soviet Union. And troops direc- 
ted by Moscow have occupied the 
prosecutor's office, the institute of 


Marxism-Leninism, the higher party- 
school and Communist Panv 


— They talk one day of hopeful contacts with 
Soviet military officials and the nex day protest 


army manoeuvres about which, to their amazement. 
Moscow does not have the courtesy to inform them 
in advance. • 

— They have no clue about how many Soviet 
troops are based on Lithuanian soil and, as Lands- 
bergis said proudly Wednesday, they have no 
intelligence acitivities under way to find out. 


school and Communist Party 
headquarters in Lithuania. 

“They've Jet Gorbachev go pretty 
far,” says Jonathan Isle, director of 
the Royal United Services Institute. a 
London-based research centre. 

Nationalities 

“But ail the nationalities of the 
Soviet Union now feel they also can 
go pretty far because Gorbachev can- 
not afford to be transformed over- 
night from a nice, cuddly figure to a 


communist dictator—", he said. 

Friday. US President George Bush 
said he had scuta fetter to Gorbachev 
appealing fora peaceful resolution of 
thecrisis. 

“I want to be sure that the Soviets 
understand our position and under-. 

.- stand that, we're not trying to make- , 
. ‘ dungs’ difficult for Lithuania or die 
' ' Soviet Union or anybody else." the 
president said. 

- The United Stares has neverrccog- 
nised the 1940 forced incorporation 
of Lithuania into the Soviet Union. 
Bui il also has never extended formal 
diplomatic recognition to the seces- 
sionist state. 

The Western stance has left many 
Lithuanians feeling betrayed. Lith- 
uanian Pres dent Vytautas Lands- 
bergis repeatedly has asked the US 
Congress to extend recognition to 
Lithuania. 

For so me critics, the cautious Wes- 
tern stance evoked echoes of 1956 
and 1968. when a very different 
Kremlin crushed anti-communist 
uprisings in Hungary and then Cze-. 
choslovakia. 

“We still feel unease that the Wes- 
tern world watched as the Prague 


Spring of 1 968 was crushed by Soviet 
tanks,'* British Prime Minister Mar-, 
garet Thatcher told Czechoslovak 
President Vadav Havel when fie 

visited here Mar 21. 



But^she* top, s^.no powL-rupd; 
considerable harm » zn die -West 


chev to underline the appealsfotres- . .*■ 
traim. Buz government sources said • 
she made uo demands and. trusted.. 
Gorbachev to stick by pledges that 
troops would not open fire and there 
would be no Pragse-style military. 
crackdown. 

“She always felt that if he said her 
would do something, then he. would 
carry it out,” said one: senior British' 
official, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. He summed up the* 
government, attitude . by saying: 
“He* s ridinga lotbf tigers at’ once — 
don’t put intolerable pressure on the 
m a n. " 
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During jprbioiigjcq 


The New Statesman, a left-teasing 
British weekly, said the apology of 


Czechofsovakra should be matched 
by a forthright statemcnt of support 
for Lithuania. 
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BACOLOD, Philippines, (Reuter): In the rolling 
sugar lands of Negros in the centra} Philippics, all 
the deep-rooted problems faring President Corazon 
Aquino join starkly together. 

An entrenched communist insurgency is batllig a 
largely feudal land-owning system. The military is 


under fire for uprooting large populations in its 
drive to counter Uie rebels. 


The influential Roman Catholic church is divided 
over how to combat poverty and the long-running 
insurrection. 

Many villages are without drinkable running 
water. Only half have electricity. Many workers do 
not get even the minimum wage. 

Poverty 

Two-thirds of the population Jive below the 
government's official poverty line, earning under 
S93 a month for a household of six. 

Rapid population growth threatens to undercut 
any economic gains the government might make, 
but the church is opposed to artificial means of 
family planning. 

Four years after being swept to power in a popular 
revolt which ended the 20-year authoritarian rule of 
Ferdinand Marcos. Aquino is still grappling with a 
daunting array of difficulties. 

Negros Occidental Governor Daniel Lacson has 
an ambitious 1 5-year plan to turn the island which 


grows about 55 per cent of the country's sugar into a 
“mini-Taiwan,” through industrialisation and 
diversification of agriculture. 

Top ofhis list of concerns is population growth. 

He wants to curb annual growth to under 1 .5 per 
cent by the end of the plan period, against the 
present rapid 2.4 per cent yearly increase. 

“Bui it’s a sensitive issue. The Roman Catholic 
church is against artificial means ofbirth controL so 
we have to approach this tangentially, not head- 
on,” Lacson said. 

Bacolod s Bishop Camilo Gregorio plavs down 
the impact of population growth. "It’s 'more a 
problem of distribution of resources than popula- 
tion expansion,” he said, referring to the more than 
70 per cent of the local population who live below 
the government’s official poverty line. 

Objectives 

Aquino made battling poverty one of her key 
national objectives and cut the number of people 
living below the poverty line to less than 50 per cent 
from around 60 per cent in the past four years 

She is using a multi-billion dollar aid programme 
from the World Bank. Japan and the United States 
to inject funds into the poorest areas and to develop 
ind usirial zones across the archipelago of 60 million 
people. 

But Lacson complains that development remains 


un co-ordinated and largely focused on the Manila 
region, which attracts the bulk ofbdth domes tic and 
overseas investment and draws skilled labour. from 
other areas. 

In an interview with Reuters (recalled forclear tax 
incentives for firms to move outride Manila. 

Acute inequalities in the distribution of wealth 
underlie the the continued comm unist insurgency, a 
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severe problem in Negros, where many labourers 
almost starved when the price of sugar plunged on 


world markets in the mid-1980s. . 

Major land-owning families art opposed to the 
government's scheme to breakrup feudal estates and 
provide land to the landless. They are worried by 
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moves by the local military to disarm their private 
security forces following a coup attempt in Manila 


oi»j '-j * i« 11 


security forces foUowinga coup attempt in Manila 
iastDraember. ••v”. 

“It just leaves us wide open to attack by the 
(guerrilla) New People's Army,” said one promin- 
ent landlord. • . ' ‘ 

As in the rest of thecouHtiy, the military says it is 
cutting back communist guerrilla strength: 

Abuses 

But alleged human rights abuses by the military 
mid local militia are a frequent complaint. “It's very 
important that the military behaves," says pro- 
Aquino landowner EduardoAiunan. - 



Beware of cheats 


SIR: It is the earnest desire ofevery parent, to makehis/ 
her child a doctor, an engineer or a manager. Hastily, 
they go for paying the huge sums without checking the 
authenticity of the institutions or the people behind it! 
Recent closure of a medical college, in South India, 

opened the eyes of mapy who already lost lakhs paid for 

education. 

I am writing this as a victim of a sunilar case to warn 
other Indians to beware of frauds. Recently, a 
notorious swindler who has been in this area, ran away 
to Kerala after cheating many here, and started making 
publicity that he bas got a licence.to open a dental 
college in South India. 

His partner is still active in business in Kuwait. He 
acts as his agent here by collecting money from those 
parents who want to make iheir children “dentists. 1 

Please beware of these frauds — they will take you 
easily into their confidence — but you will lose your 
hard-earned money. The very moment they approach 
you, please inform the authorities to nab them. 


feren t “ form " in di flerent places with the ultimate goal 
of cheating others! Education is the best area for this 
aim!! 

Avictim, 

(Name & address supplied). 


Restart Urdu pages 


SIR: I am a Pakistani who is writing to the Arab^ Times 
on behalf of hundreds, perhaps thousands of Urdu 
readers. The abofition of Urdu pages has dealt a severe 


blow On us and wc arc therefore appealing passionately 
to your paper to recommence the pages. We hope this 
letter will get a positive' respbnsefnom your daily. 


Saleem Pervez, 
Dasrnan. 


in constant agony of separation from, dears and Yiears. 
Life without immediate revives is a long highunare 
and one feds as if be is tiving in a vaccum. 

1 suggest that ally employee Who. has stable and 
secure job working for the saine employer for the last 
five or say ten years can depost KD 1000 or 2000 as 
tong as one wishes to keep a family here m Kuwait. ^ 
Please give some more coverage Tor lives of .this 
special aoJ uniquecategwy ^-Tmamed bachelors.'' It 
is not only beneficial for Kuwait economy pm it also 
reduces anxiety and ptigtoofexpatiiates.-. 

I hope in thu era of prosperity sod democracy, the 
concerned authorities will make thisdream come true. 

Mohammed Ali, 

: • • Safat 




Married bachelors 






ALL Letters to the Editor miast contain the 
writer’s same and ddiw PdiflcttiM is tit 
the discretion of the EdHor and letters are 
snbject to the editing process for space or 
other reasons. 1 ’ • 
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‘ occu P ation will end within 5 years’ 

^ssioner of the United Nation R?ijS° m : " all0na! official said that he well confer 

' raS2L« J|ency (UNRWA) GiSSS tomorrow with Palestinian President Yas- 
Outcome lli yesterday nrwj:... < r 8 10 w Arafat in Tunis, adding that be holds 


Uwcoraelh yesterday Drerfi^vZi H ,0r « , ° 

r^glWini^LS ^?, lhai lhe 

and that Israeli occurs W1 L * asl Ion* 
■enjtories will end AniB 

Giacomelli said the PaW, ^^ 1 ^ 
are determined morTthan^f" 

Israeli occupation and iheirhSL- en -r thc 
"Presents a great 

^vmg S ^oal " 0n ,owwd 


uicvmgsucnagoal 
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Speaking exclusively ,o Kuna^thc’in^: 


cMUnuom contacts wirh the PLO which 
"Help* fliim) a lot.” 

About current situation in the occupied 
Gaza Strip. Giacomelli said half of the 
population live in refugee camps where 
they lack, the minimum level of basic helath 
and life care. 

He spoke extensively about the severe 
Israeli oppression of Palestinians in the 
occupied lands, stressing that in addition 
to the killing and wounding that a re results 
of such brutal practices, “the oppression 
has dangerous consequences on the econ- 


omy and the Palestinian social structure.” 

The Italian diplomat, who took office as 
high commissioner five years ago, said that 
UNRWA faces many difficulties from 
Israeli occupation authorities in order to 
cany out its mission toward helping the 
Palestinian people. 

Regarding Arab contribution to the 
UNRWA budget. Giacomelli said that the 
Arab League has made three decisions 
during the past three years to raise its 
contribution from S7 million to, SI 6 
million. 

Giacomelli, who left here yesterday wi n- 
ding up a two-day working visit to Spain. 


added that he was been waiting fertile 
fulfilment of these resolutions and said he 
will discuss this matter with .Arab League 
secretary genera/ Chad/i KJibi in Tunis 
tomorrow. 

On his visit to Spain, Giacomelli said 
that he conferred with Spanish Secretary 
General for Foreign Affairs Fernando 
Perpina on situation in the Palestinian 
refugee camps in the occupied lands and 
Lebanon. 

The UNRWA chief praised Spain's 
stance toward the Palestinian refuges, say- 
ing that Spain’s contribution to UNRWA 
reached S2 million in 1990. 


Rebels hit Kandahar airport ||^® r n u v t oy 


Tanai vows to deal another blow 


yesto^y d^^trovit US-backed Afghan rebels said 

KabSl mik?* "T iS? Und Kanc Jahar, 270 miles (460 km) southwest of 
is-amu, killing 2 1 militiamen and wounding 1 3 

reroi^whfeh o W °i? from i he P^So^et government in Kabul on the 
reports, which could not independently confirmed. 


Hekmatyar replaced as foreign minister 


PESH A W AR, April 1. ( AP): Fundamentalist rebel leader 
GuJbuddin Hekmatyar bas been replaced as foreign mini, 
ster for the Afghan rebel’s government-in -exile, the official 
news agency of the resistance said yesterday. 

. SibgharuUa Mojaddidi, president of the so-call ed 
interim government, said the past would be filled by 
Burhanuddm Rabbani, the Midia news agency reported. 

Rabbam, Lhe governnsent-in-exile's minister of recon- 
struction. is leader of the more moderate Jamiat-i-Islami 
faction of the fractious seven-party Muslim rebel coalition 
fighting the Afghan government. 

His faction is considered the most politically and 
militarily organised group in the Pakistani-based resis- 
tance. 

Rabbani's group is a bitter rival of the Hezb-i-IsIami 
party headed by Hekmatyar. There have been widespread 
reports of fighting bet w een the two groups. 

The news agency said Hekmatyar quit as foreign mini- 


ster last year. 

”1 bad long ago decided to induct Professor Rabbani to 
this post, but due to certain problems, the decision was 
implemented now,” Mojaddidi told Midia. 

“The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is very important and 
in view of this, he (Rabbani) has been appointed as foreign 
minister.” the news agency said. 

Hekmatyar. 42. is known for his outspoken contempt of 
the West. 

Despite the rhetoric, he has received the bulk of the US 
arms sent to the mujahedeen during the nearly 12-year-old 
war against the Soviet-backed government of Afghanis- 
tan. 

Following the March 6 coup attempt in Afghanistan, 
the leaders of the other six parties quickly criticised Hek- 
matyar for publicly supporting the mutiny led by Gen. 
Shahnawaz Tanai. 


Ira q heading toward nuke capability 

Pre-emptive strike unlikely 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, 
April 1, (AP): Revelations that 
Iraq is working toward nuciear 
capability have raised Arab fears 
that Israel will repeat its J98J. 
pre-emptive strike against Iraqi , 
but "ah 1 Israeli paftieaf nnafjrst- 
said yesterday •" maTsucJi qtr ’ 
attack was unlikely. 1 ~ ”. J 

“The situation in the. Middle -. 
East has changed since 1981,” 
said Amalzia Bar- Am, an Iraq 
specialist at Haifa University, 
referring to .Israel's 1981 bomb- 
ing of Iraq's nudear reactor. 

“Iraq now has missies, and 
they are telling us’ in so many 
words that they will be using 
them if we strike," Bar-Am told 
the Associated Press. “I don't 
think Israel would be foolish 
enough to start this kind of cycle 
of violence.” __ — 

US newspaper reports, citing 
classified CIA material, have 
said Iraq has positioned missile 
launchers in the western part of 
the country, placing the missiles 

within range of Tel Aviv. 

The Israeli government has 
adopted a policy of silence foll- 
owing Wednesday’s arrest in 
London of five people in connec- 
tion with an alleged plot to smug- 
gle nuclear triggers to Iraq. 

“We have no comment on iL 
It's something that happened 
between England and Iraq,” 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Yossi Amihud said yesterday. 

Aides to Prime Minister Yitzhak 
S hamir also have refused com- 
ment. 

Political observers said Israel’s 
verbal restraint was a sign that it 
did not want to escalate tensions 
with Iraq, one of the most 
implacable enemies of the Jewish 
state in the Middle East. 

Iraq meanwhile has 
accelerated rhetoric. Respond- 

mgtotlrearrests in Britain. Iraq s 

Deputy Fordgn 

Hamdoun, said Thursday that 

“the current British campaign is 

trying to provide the ground- 
work® for £n Israeli aggri^on 
against Iraq, reminding us of the 


Bwoft is 



Iraqi airline olficial, Omar LaUf (centre) te sunou nded by police a nd imm igralton 
officers at Heathrow airport prior to being deported from Britain. (Reuter 

wirephoto) 


year 1981.” 

But Bar-Am said another 
strike was practically unfeasible. 
He noted that unlike in 1981. 
when the Osirak nuclear reactor 
near Baghdad provided a dear 
target for Israeli warplanes. 
Iraq's current nuclear 
programme was spread across 
the country. 

"There is no easily identifiable 
target that you hit and then gel 
rid of the whole nuclear option,” 
he said. “There doesn't seem to 


The rebels, who are based mostly in Pakistan and backed by the 
United States and some Middle East nations, control about 90 percent 
of Afghanistan's territory. 

But they have failed to capture any major urban centres since the 
withdrawal in February last year of Soviet troops backing the Kabul 
regimeand are desperatefor a military victory to boost their contention 
they are still capable of ousting the government of President 
Najibullah. 

Western diplomats have said 
fighting has increased across the 
country in the past Tew weeks 
following a winter lull. 

The resistance statement said 
rebels ‘rained down’ rockets on 
Kandahar airport on March 24, 
destroying a military transport 
plane. It did not indicate whether 
the aircraft was on the ground or 
in the air. 

It said rebels also attacked 
government troops in northern 
Kunduz province the same day. 
killing 12 militiamen and promp- 
ting retaliatory air attacks that 
caused many civilian casualties. 

In another development, 
official Kabul radio yesterday 
reported the government has 
issued a decree ordering that con- 
fiscated property be returned to 
the owners. Observers saw the 
move as an attempt to lure back 
refugees. 

More than 5 million refugees 
from the 11-year-old civil war 
reside in neighbouring Pakistan 
and Iran. Despite the Soviet 
withdrawal, few of them retur- 
ned. 

Former Afghan Defence Min- 
isterShahnawaz Tanai. who fled 
after his failed coup against 
President ^Najibullah early this ■ 
month, said yesterday he would 
attack again. 

He told reporters by radio 
from what he called a mobile 
base in Afghanistan that he was 
planning a tougher action than 
the March 6 putsch, in which 
more than 200 people were killed 
and the presidential palace in the 
capital Kabul was bombed. 
“Najib (Najibullah) wfll not 

survive. We arc planning another 

blow.” he said. 

The radical Hczb-i-lslami of 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar arranged 
the novel news conference in 
which reporters in the party 
office in the northwestern Pakis- 
tani city Peshawar spoke to 
Tanai by radio. 

The 40-year-old former gen- 
eral spoke in his Pushtu mother 
tongue through an interpreter 
for more than hour, also answer- 
ing reporters’ questions. 

Ethiopian 
rebels 
claim 
big push 

NAIROBI, April 1, (Reuter): 
Rebels in northern Ethiopia said 
yesterday they had advanced to 
within 160 km (100 miles) of the 
capita] Addis Ababa in a major 
offensive over the past week. 

The Tigray People’s Libera- 
tion Front(TPLF) said the rebels 
had retaken parts of southern 
Wollo and Shoa provinces, lost 
to the government in fighting 
over the past three months. 

The TPLF, fighting in alliance 
with the smaller Ethiopian Peo- 
ple's Democratic Movement 
(EPDM), said it had also gained 
new areas, including the town of 
Alem Ketema. 

“This offensive puts us in a 
stronger position than we have 
ever been,” TPLF chairman 
Metes Zenawi told Reuters in 
Nairobi by telephone from 
Rome. 


exist anywhere an atomic reac- 
tor ." 

Israeli military analysis have 
estimated that Iraq is less than 
five years away from developing 
nuclear weapons, and that it was 
making rapid strides in produc- 
ing other unconventional 

weapons. 

■ The four-nation Arab Co- 
operation Council (ACC) 
assailed Britain and Western 
media for their treatment of one 
of its members, Iraq. 


Rebel leaders gather: After repeated postpon- 
ements over the past two months, leaders of four Eritrean 
rebel factions were assembled in the North Yemeni capital 
on Saturday for a second round of talks with Ethiopia. 

The talks are expected to begin late Sunday. 

The Ethiopian government delegation, expected to be 
led by a member of the central committee of the ruling 
party is Addis Ababa, had no! arrived as or Saturday 
afternoon. (AP) 


Saturday. brockets fired from the Wadi Araba Direct talks with MorOCCOl Polisario guerrillas 

One of the Katyusto«j« D63d gea. The other ««] hold breakthrough talks with Moroccosoonw discuss 




said. (Reuter) 

South Yemen h^rrist-^ 1 

^ was disclosed on 

is currently discussing ^P^aicntlytosetiishousem 

North Yemen, 

order in preparation ior 

pariy sources said, (atj „ 




a referendum that could end the conflict m western Sahara, 
guerrilla leader Mohammed Abdclazis said. 

^There will soon be direct meetings between the two 
bdhggHUS under the aegis of the United Nations," 
Abdelaziz said on Algerian television on Friday nigfat. 
( Reuter) . 4 , 

Arafat accepts imitation: Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat has accepted an official invitation by Sri 
i ankan President Ranasinghe Premadasa to visit his 
country on a date to be agreed on later. 

Palestinian news agency said on Saturday that the 
message was delivered by the chairman of Sri Lankan 
parfiament during his meeting with President Arafat in 
India last week. Sri Lanka has recently severed diplomatic 
relations with Israel (Kuna) 


talks on 
hostages 

BEIRUT, April 1, (Renter): Iran 
has sent the brother of President 
Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjam to 
Lebanon for the second time this 
month to discuss the release of 
Western hostages, a senior 
Muslim security source said yes- 
terday. 

The sources told Reuters that 
Mahmoud Rafranjani arrived 10 
days ago and had met many 
officials of the pro-Iranian Hez- 
bollah which is thoi$bt, despite its 
denials, to be bolding most of the 
17 Western hostages in Lebanon. 

Among those he met were 
Sheikh Mohammed Hussain 
Fadlafiah, spiritual mentor of 
Hezbollah, and Hussein Muss- 
awi, a prominent Hiszbollah 
figure in eastern Lebanon's Bekaa 
Valley, the jounce said. 

He said Mohammed Rafsan- 
jani, who is director of the Middle 
East Department at the Foreign 
Ministry , was trying to keep a low 
profile during the visit and may 
have left Lebanon yesterday . 

The hostages are usually kept in 
hideouts in Beirut's ShTite south- 
ern suburbs or in the ancient town 
of Baalbeck in eastern Lebanon 
— botfa strongholds of Hezbollah. 

Mahmoud Rafsanjam paid a 
previous, unannounced visit to 
Muslim west Beirut early this 
month amid reports of secret 
negotiations between Tehran and 
Washington aimed at seeming the' 
release of the hostages. 

Mfrbnhk -General Secr et ary 
Sheikh Soubhi Tonfafli told 
Renters on Friday that Iran could 
use its influence to solve the 
problems of “some hostages”. 

Bat be said Western states 
should make concessions to 
Tehran and its Lebanese allies. “ 
He who wants something from 
Iran should pay the price.” 

Tbe Tehran Times fuelled 
optimism last month by caffihg for 
tbe unconditional release of the 
hostages, saying the West was 
using the issue to tarnish the image 
of Mnsthns. 

Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Rabaqjani said on March 7 that 
the issue was moving towards a 
solution. An Iranian Foreign Min- 
istry official said last week the 
captives coaid be freed by Jan- 
uary. 

Mussawj said last week the bos- 
tage crises would be solved but 
added tint the kidnappers would 
expert something in return. 


Libyan 

envoys 

expelled 

ADDIS ABABA Ethiopia. April 1. 
(AP): The government expelled two 
Libyan diplomats yesterday follow- 
ing a minor explosion Lhe night 
before in a hotel where the Israeli 
Ambassador lives. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
accused the Libyans of “Activities 
incompatible" with their diplomatic 
status and said their continued 
presence in the country “would be 
prejudicial to the national security of 
Ethiopia.” 

It identified them as Ali A. 
Awidan. a senior member of the 
Libyan Embassy, and Saied S. Saied, 
an administrative officer. 

The phrase "activities incompati- 
ble with diplomatic status" usually 
refers in diplomatic language to 
espionage. 

The expulsions followed the 
explosion of what Ethiopian officials 
described as a time bomb in a men's 
bathroom at the Addis Ababa Hil- 


ton. 


No injuries were reported, and 
only mmor damage was caused by a 
bomb, the Ministry of Internal. 
Affairs said. 



A Cnnstizr, family packs its belongings on the top of their car and ilee battered East Beirut to a saler area. 
Rival Christian forces gave ihousandsof terrified civilians a tew hours resl before resuming artillery battles in 

Beirut . (Reuter wirephoto) 

Christians flee to west Beirut 

House-to-house combat 

BEIRUT, April 1, /.AP): Rival forces battled imoa third month for control of Lebanon's Christian enclave 
yesterday, hammering east Beirut with artillery barrages after night-long combat house to house under 
parachute flares. 

Police said rebel army Gen. Michel Aoun's 1 55mm Howitzer batteries poured shells onto Beirut's port 
and the adjacent seaside Karantina district housing the military command of Christian warlord Samir 
Geagea's Lebanese Forces militia. 

Geagea's gunners blasted tbe army-held mountain resort towns of Bekfaya, Brummana and Ein Saadeh 
with multi-barrelled rocket launchers. 


"Why are these madmen rain- 
ing death and destruction on us 
ail over again?” screamed 
Madeleine Tabet, a Christian 
housewife reached by telephone 
at the basement of her home in 
east Beirut's Badaro district. 

The bombardment interrup- 
ted an exodus of east Beirut 
residents fleeing to the divided 
city's Muslim sector. Cars in long 
queues bumped into other as 
; motorists driving westward 
through a crossing at the port 
came under shellfire. . 

Police said at least 52 people 
were killed and 110 wounded 
since the new round of full-scale 
warfare erupted at dawn Friday 
between Aoun’s 19.000 army 
troops and the 6.000 militiamen 
of Geagea's Lebanese Forces. 

The new round of fighting 
collapsed a March 3 ceasefire 
which had been threatened by 
sporadic clashes for weeks. 

That raised the overall toll to 
828 killed and 2.266 wounded 
since Jan 30, when Aoun moved 
against Geagea in a bid to crush 
the only significant challenge to 
the general’s authority in the 3 1 0- 
squa/e-mile(800-square-kiJome- 
tre) Christian enclave. 

Huge clouds of black smoke 
obscured east Beirut and the 
Christian hinterland as the shell- 
ing raged yesterday setting 
dozens of buildings ablaze and 
touching off forest fires. 

Shells hit schools, churches, 
monasteries, apartmepis and 
bakeries in Beirut's Christian 
sector and several towns in 
Kesrouan province, 20 miles (30 
kras) northeast of the capital. 

Police said gasoline 'storage 
tanks at several filling stations hit 
Friday burned out of control 
through Saturday. Scofes of 
houses collapsed, some of their 
tenants. 

Parachute flares illuminated 
Kesrouan as the waning Chris- 
tians earlier battled at night for 
.the key highway town of Kieial 
and neighbouring villages, police 
reported. 

“They are fighting from bouse 
to house in Kieial and trading 
hit-and-run grenade assaults in 
the streets of east Beirut. The 


Killings condemned 

WARSAW, April (UPI): Poland’s Foreign Ministry condemned the drive-by 
shooting of busband-and-wife Polish diplomats in Beirut, the official news 
agency PAP reported Saturday. 

“Any kind of terrorism is a crime,” the Foreign Ministry statement said hours 
after gunmen in a speeding car opened fire at Bogdan Sarkis and his wife Eva. 

The two Polish diplomats were admitted with critical injuries to the American 
University Hospital. 

The attack came one day after Poland said it would fly Jews from the Soviet 
Union via Warsaw to Israel. 

“Poland will do its best to counteract terrorism," the government statement 
said, adding that tough security measures were being put in place by Polish 
embassies in Arab countries. 

On Friday, the Solidarity newspaper Gazeta Wyborcz warned some 10,000 
Poles working in Arab countries that they too can become the target of terrorist 
attacks as a result of the Poland's decision to help Jews immigrating to Israel 
from the Soviet Union. 

• The killing of US missionary William Robinson in Lebanon last week was a 
simple and brutal act of terrorism against an innocent man doing humanitarian 
work, the State Department said. 

Three masked men fatally shat Robinson. 59. an US Evangelical Christian. 
Tuesday in an orphanage be operated for handicapped children. He had 
remained in Lebanon despite repeated State Department advice to leave an area 
where his safety could not be guaranteed. 

As the Lebanese governor of southern Lebanon. Halim Fayyad, described it 
in an interview with United Press International last week. Robinson was a man 
who had helped bring about his own death by serving the Israeli occupation and 
helping to expand it and make it permanent. 

Another observer. Arab League ambassador to the United Slates Clovis 
Maksooud. said the southern Lebanon “security zone” occupied by Israeli 
troops is a microcosm “incorporating all of tbe tragedy and complexity of 
Lebanon in a tiny strip of land." 

Robinson's death dramatized that tragedy within tbe greater tragedies of 
Lebanon and the Middle East. 

The security zone declared unilaterally by the Israelis in southern Lebanon is a 
1 2-mile (20 km) strip of land stretching north from the international border to 
the Lifani River. It is a desolate and hilly area that had frequently been used by 
Arablnfiltraiors bound for northern Israel 


dust hasn't settled yet but no side 
has made any territorial gains.” 
said the police spokesman. 

Kieial controls the only high- 
way that can be used by tanks 
between Kesrouan, a major 
Geagea stronghold, and Aoun's 
main power bases in Metn 
province. 

Tens of thousands of residents 
remained huddled in basements 
and bomb shelters in east Beirut , 
for a second day while hundreds 
of families sought refuge in the 
chilly pine forests of Kesrouan, 
the spokesman said. 

Mrs Tabet called on Maronile 
Christian Patriarch Nasrallah 
Sfeir to cany out a threat to 
excommunicate Aoun and 
Geagea if they keep on fighting. 

But she said. ‘‘It's not enough 
to just threaten with excommun- 


ication. He should even have 
them hanged.” 

Sfeir made the threat Friday. 
Both Aoun and Geagea are 
Maronites, the 900.000-strong 
seetthat has dominated Lebanon 
politically since it gained 
independence from France in 
1943. 

Geagea's public calls for a set- 
tlement based on vowing unan- 
imous Christian allegiance to the 
government of Syrian-backed 
President Elias Hirawi is gaining 
momentum. 

Antoine Beshara. a Maronile 
who heads Labanon's 300,000- 
strong federation of labour 
unions, has declared for Hirawi. 
Hirawi’s internationally recogn- 
ised government is based in 
Muslim west Beirut. 


Israelis rally against rabbi remarks 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM. 
April 1, (AP): Thousands of 
Israelis yesterday attended a 
rally to protest against remarks 
by a leading ultra-orthodox 
rabbi who denounced the secular 
lifestyle of kibbutzim, Israel's 
communal agricultural set- 
tlements. 

The speech by Rabbi Eliezer 
Schach has caused an uproar in 
Israel, with the secular left and 
right speaking out against what 
they consider attempts at 
religious coercion . 

In his speech last Monday. 
Schach cast doubt on the Jewish- 
ness of kibbutzniks who are held 
in high esteem because they were 
at the forefront of settling and 
defending the country. 

“There are kibbutzim that 
don’t khow whaiYomKippuris 
or the Sabbath . . . and they raise 


(non-kosher) rabbits and pigs,” 
said the 93-year-old Schach. 
spiritual leader of the Shas and 
Degel Matorah parlies. “Do 
ihey have any links with their 
forefathers?” 

In yesterday's rally, the leader 
of tbe Socialist Mapam Party, 
Yaacov Hasan^calied on Israelis 
to fight religious intolerance. 

“We are not ready to accept 

the rule of the Rabbi Schach. 
This is a rule of darkness. Wc will 
fight against this until there is 
pluralism in this country,” 
Hasan told about 15,000 kibbut- 
zniks gathered at kibbutz Mish- 
mar Haemek in northern Israel. 

Rafael Eitan, former army 
chief of staff and head of the 
right-wing Tzomet Party, urged 
Schach to “go to the cemeteries, 
go to the kibbutzim and see who 


built this country.” 

In occupied Jerusalem dozens 
ofisraelis gathered in front of the 
parliament building, or Knesset, 
to express support for two army 
reserve officers who entpred the 
fourth day of a hunger strike 
yesterday to press for a change in 
the electoral system . 

Tbe protest came as Labour 
Party leader Shimon Peres was 
trying to form a new govern- 
ment, but appeared unable to 
break a deadlock with the rival 
Likud bloc. 

The hunger strikers circulated 
a petition, signed by hundreds of 
Israelis, winch demands that 
President Chaim Herzog block 
the formation of a new govern- 
ment until the electoral system 
has been reformed, Israel telev- 
ision reported. 


French build-up In Chad is an ‘implicit warning- to Libya to halt attacks 


PARIS, April 1, (UPI): Defence Ministry 
sources said yesterday France is sending 1 5 
more combat aircraft as well as extra 
troops to eastern Chad as an “implicit 
warning” to Libyan leader Col Moammar 
Khaddafi to halt attacks by his forces on 
Chadian President Hissene Habre's sol- 
diers. 

The warplanes together with transport 
aircraft and support troops are being 
deployed from French bases at the 
Chadian capital of Ndjamena and Bouar 
in the Central African Republic, said the 
sources. 

France currently has some 10.000 


troops stationed in Chad. Bui only 100 of 
these are based in the east of tbe country at 
the city of Abeche, some 150 miles (250 
km) southeast of an area on the Sudanese 
border. 

Fighting broke out in the area a week 
ago between Chadian troops and about 
2300 members of the “Islamic Legion”, a 
Libyan-backed force consisting partly of 
mercenaries and ted by the Sudanese- 
based rebel Chadian commander Idriss 
Deby- 

Only about 30 French civilians live in 
Abeche but French influence is strong in 
Chad, a former French colony that has 


fought an on-again off-again war with 
Libyan forces over the mineral-rich 
Aouzou strip since 1973. 

Defence Ministry officials described the 
“limited reinforcement” of French forces 
in die West African nation as “an implicit 
warning” to the Libyan-backed forces that 
captured the towns of Baha and Tine on 
ihe Chadian-Sudanese border last week 
that Paris intends to project the Habre 
government. 

Regular Chadian Army units are 
believed to have regrouped at Iriba. some 
36 mites (60 km) to the west of the Sudan- 
ese border. The French Defence Ministry 


said Friday in a statement that “clashes 
having taken place in the east of Chad, a 
limited reinforcement of the Epervier force 
has been derided.” 

The reinforcement was decided “in 
agreement with the Chadian authorities,” 
said the French statement, “in order to 
guarantee the security of French troops 
present in that region.” 

Libya has denied any involvement in the 
fighting. Forces loyal to Hissene Habre 
carried out a series of raids into Sudanese 
territory against the revels in October and 
November. 
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M eet a neighbour — 

Umm Mohammed at Souk AhHareem 

1 . . _r Mwr their Roods with a piece ot _ .. Eli: £w|-ioakine and countne *u«i as Turky. by 




By Lima At Khalafawi 

Arab Times staff 


AS 1 entered Souk AI Hareem. 
the familiar smell of pure 
traditional spices floated and 
wafted through my nostrils. The 
women were introducing thetr 
products by geslulating and 
shouting to draw the attention or 
prospective customers. 

I walked through the narrow 
aisle and my ears were pierced 
with the sound of Khoira. Draa. 
Athwab. 1 made my way to the 
centre where 1 found Umm 
Mohammed sitting modestly on 
a very simple stall made of bricks 
and covered with a green and 
white checked rug. 

She was a little difficult to find 
due to being completely covered 
by the traditional Kuwaiti cos- 
tume. that is the black abaya and 
the veil. 


Mohammed how much it cost. 
She answered in a slightly cold 
tone but I persisted speaking to 
her in my usual friendly manner 
in the hope of eventually obtain- 
ing at least in part a story on her 
professional activities. 

Eventually, she agreed to tell 
her life history. The first obstacle 
was removed. 

I was curious to see how she 
looked under the veil. My 
request brought a certain level of 
uncomfort. Again I had to go 
Lhrough the ordeal of giving her 
faith and trust from my side and 


come to be a part and parcel of 
my very being. I want to be here 
and will not move until the last 
day of my life,” Umm Moham- 
med said. „ . , 

The mother of three sons and 
six daughters believes in educa- 
tion and equality between men 
and women. Although she 
studies Holy Quran in Mottwa a 
school “school for teaching Holy 
Quran” yet she admitted 

encouraging her sons anddaugh- 

lers to study. This fruitful push 
towards her children resulted in 


l had come to like this “little 
old lady” several years ago 
through obtaining some °r my 
personal requirements, l liked 
her for personal simplicity and 
gentle, humorous nature. 

Her products were 
accumulated in front of her and 
as she reached out to fold a head- 
dress I spotted blue bulging veins 
against the black -drops of thin 
white hands- 

A pumice stone caught my eye, 
it up and asked Umm 


again won. 

Umm Mohammed selling 
abayas. khotras, saraweei and 
other things for more than forty 
years in Souk Al Hareem makes 
her living from this very simple 

She is among a few number of 
old Kuwaiti women, reviving 
this activity in the souk. She star- 
ted her profession during the rule 
of the late Amir of Kuwait. 
Sheikh Ahmed Al Jaber. 

This very simple stall she owns 
means everv thing to her. the old, 
the presentand the past of her 70- 
vear existence. 

' Queried about moving her 
stall for another better location 
in one of the new buildings 
surrounding the souk, she 
vehemently refused. 

“I am rooted to this place, n is 
a piece of my prop erty, it has 


lOWiUUa uw . . . 

their being placed in senior posi- 
tions in different ministries. 


uous in uuiwivia. - — - 

“Every thing has changed so 
accordingly we have to change in 
our thinking but not in our man- 
ners”, said Umm Mohammed. 
She resented the enormous chan- 
ces that society is passing 
through. She said that people 
now, act individually no.t as a one 
family m while in the past they 
were very linked with each other 

“d helpful- 


lancipiui. , 

“In the past people had good 
neighbourly relations, although 
they were very poor. Now, alth- 
ough they are rich, they are 
impoverished, in their outlook 
and thinking and behaviour in 
general lacks a certain level of 
good neighbourliness,' she said. 

The souk, close to her heart is 
the primitive old Souk Al 
Hareem where people knew each 
other. People at that time would 


cover their goods with a p.ea of 

material and go home to sleep_ 
Nowthesouk is bigger, strang^ 

are roaming everywhere and 
gwds have to be taken back 
home.Thissenseofins«^« a 
modern development, she said. 
Old days in the souk means a 

lot to her She was makngfour 
ninees a day that afforded her 
™vS?for one week.. However, 

t^sufliS^herdaUy 

“umm M ohammed started 

selling in this souk at the age of 
Sne Her- mother who used to 
bake bread provided her with the 

first item of sale. _ 

She was living in Seif area near 
Soqa'i Al Shamalan. The 

primitive mode of •f an ^ po, \ug 
the area was via a donkey- She 
rode them on unpavri roads. fuM 
of portholes, crossing alleys 
where the houses looked muddy 
and appeared they would 
collapse at any moment. 

The Kuwaiti woman with ner 

ssjartfjsw 

Kuwaiti embroidered dress com 

KD150. . . 

“People in the past purchased 
their needs from old women 
regardless of their ap pearance 


Now, people prefer buying any- 
thing from good-looking and 
young Don-Kuwaiti women. 

“Buyers from ths souk 
nowadays shun women like me, 
Umm Mohammed said, this 
statement really brought a pang 
to my heart. Honest, hard labour 
unfortunately, is no longer 
appreciated ... 

She keeps her treasure 
“documents of owning this sim- 
ple stall” in a small purse wrap- 
ped in a piece of cloth around her 
waist 

Umm Mohammed moved to 
live in the Salmi ya area ovct 25 
years ago and, is daily driven to 
the souk by her son. Asked about . 
her likes and dislikes, she said, 
she enjoys watching TV 
programmes specially the Arabic 
Elms and the news. 

Umm Mohammed remembers 
the first TV brought to her dur- 
ing the late sixties. She was very 
happy to see people appearing 
and how she searched the box to 
fmd the people hiding in that 
box, she laughed when she told 
me ... , 

As a regular TV watcher, 

- Umm Mohammed has her own 
political views on current issues 
in the Arab world. She praised 
the Palestinian intifada and cur- 
sed the Israelis as a thorn in the 
Arab body. Sbe also wished a 
speedy end to Lebanon war. 

She likes travelling outside 


Kuwait and has visited several 
countrie such as Turky, Syria 
and Iraq with her daughters mid 
sons. “1 saw many beautiful 
countries, with green pastures, 
but Kuwait with its severe 
climate is the best place to me on 

Earth,” she said. 

About her dislikes she cited the 

newcomers to the souk- The mer- 
chant who deceives his cus- 
tomers and the current transac- 
tions among merchants using 
cheques instead of cash money, 
she added. 

An active woman, umm 
Mohammed is famous for selling 
henna to women. This henna is 
brought from Sudan and Iraq, 
she said. 

The first time she used hennas 
was when she got married at the 
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of henna and advises the people 
on its usages. 

Umm Mohammed, who con- 
skiers herself as a part of this 
souk, wished that such areas as 
old souks not be demolished, 
rather, she add, authorities 
should endeavour to maintain 
them, as artefacts reflecting 


Kuwait's glorious heritage. The 
Kuwaiti old monuments such as 
Souk Al Hareem, Souk Al 
Gharaballi and old mosques in 
the Moubaraldya area should be 
respected, looked after and ren- 
ovated with utmost urgency. 
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WHAT’S ON 
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I ARTS 


Sultan Gallery 

INDIAN artist Shamima 
Farid is showing a collection of 
her latest works at the Sultan 
Gallery, near Rolls Royce 
showroom. A wide selection of 
subjects are featured in the 
paintings of the artist, who has 
exhibited widely in Kuwait and 
overseas. However, this is 
Shamima' s first solo-exhibi- 
tion in Kuwait. Open daily 
from 9 am to 1 pm and 4 to 8 
pm. 


Bits ’n’ Pieces 

An interesting 8 week course 
in patchwork and quilting tech- 
niques. For details contact Tel. 
5634663. 


I SOCIAL 


Hyderabad 

The Committee for Celebra- 
tions of 400-year Anniversary 
of Hyderabad (DECCEN) 
invites essays in. eiLher Urdu. 
Telugu or English languages in 
not less than 1000 words on one 
of the following topics: I. Quli 
Qutub Shah — the Architect of 
Hyderabad; 2. Contribution of 
Nawab Mir Osman Ah Khan 
towards modem Hyderabad; 3. 
Hyderabad City as 1 saw her 
(for school students only). 

The competition is open to 
all present and former 
Hyderabadis and their children 
residing in Kuwait. 

A panel of judges will judge 
the first, second and third prize 
winning entries, and the prizes 
and citations will be distributed 
before the audience at 400-year 
anni versary celebrations to be 
held sometime in May 1990. 

All entries must be neatly 
written or typed on A4 size 
paper in -double space, and 
reach the committee on or 
before April 30, 1990 and 
addressed to the Convenor 
Literary Committee, PO Box 
23343, Safat, 13094, Kuwait. 
No entry fee is charged. 


Holy Week 1990 

Holy Family Cathedral — 
Kuwait 

Palm and Passion Sunday: 

8th April — 7.00 am, Holy- 
Mass (English); 3.25 pm. Holy 
Mass (Konkani): 4.30 pm. 
Holv Mass [ Konkani); 5.45 
pm.’Holy Mass (English); 7.55 
pm. Holy Mass (English). 

Monday. Tuesday, Wednes- 
day of the Holy Week: 9lh. 
10th. 11 th April — 7.15 am. 
Holy Mass (English), 6.00 pm 
to 8.30 pm. Confession: 6.30 
pm. Holy Mass ( English): 7.00. 
Holy Mass & Retreat 
(Maiayalam — in big hall). 

Maundy Thursday: 12lh 
April — 7.00 am. Con- 
celebrated Mass of Chrism 
(Engiish): 4.00 pm. Holy Mass 
(Konkani); 5.30 pm. Solemn 
Holy Mass of the Lord's Sup- 
per (English); 9.00 pm. Adora- 
tion (English — in the big hall). 

Good Friday: 13th April 
( Day of fast and abstinence) — 

7.00 am. Celebration of the 
Lord’s Passion (Maiayalam); 

9.00 am. Celebration of the 
Lord’s Passion (English); 2.30 
pm. Celebration of the Lord's 
Passion \ Konkani); 4.00 pm. 
Celebration of the Lord’s Pas- 
sion (English); 5.30 pm. 
Celebration of the Lord’s Pas- 
sion (English). 

Holy Saturday: 14th April 

4.00 pm to 6.00 pm Confes- 
sions; 8.00 pm. Easier Vigil 
Mass (English). 

Easter Sunday; 15th April - 

7.00 am. Holy Mass (English); 

9.00 am. Holy Mass (English); 

1 0.00 am. Holy Mass (English); 

1 1 .00 am. Holy Mass ( English ); 
11.30 am. Holy Mass (French 
in big hall); 12.00 noon Holv 
Mass (English); 4.00 pm. Holy 
Mass (Konkani); 5.00 pm. 
Holy Mass (English): 6.00 pm. 
Holy Mass (English); 7.00 pm. 
Holy Mass (Maiayalam in big 
hall). 


Saligaocars 

CALLING all Saligaocars ... 
to respond to the call for a. 
social gathering on May 25 at 
Ramada AlSalam.al 1 1.30am. 
For details contact the follow- 
ing: Justin Fernandes on Tel 
No. 2406936 (Res). Aloo 
Carvalho. 2411442 Res. 
246121, Americo Remedies. 
Res. 3983348 and Paul D'Cruz: 
Res. 2444729. Tony Cordeiro 
off. 2415401, Res. 24 1 2337. 


ApprobEid dinner 

ASSOCIATION of Pakis- 
tani Professionals and Busines- 
smen is organising a Gala Eid 
Milan Partv on the second day 
of Eid Al Fitr. an Approb press 
release said. 

The Gaia Parly programme 
will include dinner, music. 


songs, comedy and a colourful 
display of Pakistani national 


PACs Silver Jubilee 

THE organising committee 
of the Pakistan Arts Circle will 
celebrate PAC’s Silver Jubilee 
on Thursday, the 27th April. 

1 990 at 9 pm. The programme 
will include variety «'l 
programme and “Sham-e- 
Ghuzal.” Our earlier artist will 
present his wonderful perfor- 
mance. and is being invited 
from Pakistan. 

Reservations arc open to all 
families. All arc kindly reques- 
ted to book their seals well 
before 15th April. 1990. l - «»r 
more information c»»nlaci 
4716258. 


Ubpiaj wi i 

costumes, the press release said. 
The venue of the party will be 
announced shortly. 

There will be special enter- 
tainment and games for 
children under the age of ten. A 
lucky draw with attractive 
prizes and American auction 
will be held for the benefit of . 
needy students of Pakistan 
schools in Kuwait. 


British Council 

The British Council working 
hours during the Holy month 

of Ramadhan: General office 

Saturday to Wednesday 
7.30 lo 14.00; Library Satur- 
day to Wednesday 9.00 to 
12.30, 16.00 to 19.00: Thurs- 
day: 9.00 lo 1.20. 


Ladies International League 

LIL’s Summer Bazaar is now 
being held al the Kuwait 
Regency Palace Hotel m the 
exhibition hall on Friday, May 


11 from 10 am to 6 pm. All 
inquiries contact Ceilia on 
3434946 or Barbara on 
5325131. 


Indian Cuisine Centre 

Indian art of fancied lac ban- 
gles and designful henna work 
comes live al the finest Indian 
cuisine centre of Kuwait at the 
Maharaja Palace Restaurant. 

Come savour the delicacies 
whilst giving your lady a gift to 
cherish. For more information 
contact 24061 50. 


Ladies International Leafl u ^ : 

• LIL’S BIG MEETING: 
Monday, April 2, 1990 from 7 
pm to 1 0 pm Sheraton Hotel 
Ballroom A. This monin s 
programme shall be health, 
exercise and jazzercise. 
Audience participation wel- 
comed but not required. Please 
join us for fun, refreshment, 

entertainment and socialising. 
Doors open at 7 pm, relresn- 
ments at 7.30 and programme 
starts at 8 pm sharp. Doors 
shall close at 7.45 pm sharp- 


Swedfsh Ladles Meeting 

The Swedish ladies will hold 
a coffee afternoon on April 3, 
Tuesday. For further details 
call 5317473. 


Sindhu Devi 

PADMASREE Dr. KJ. 
Yesudas and leading famous 
play back anger Miss Sindhu 
Devi is coming lo Kuwait to 
perform two days musical con- 
cert on April 24th and 25th 
1990 in Granada Theatre. 
Kheitan. 


Quran Khawani 

A meeting was held at the 

nBidenccofNaarDo^undw 

the Chairmanship of Dr Kraz 
Ahmed Mahesar, president 
Pakistan People s Club, 
regarding the observance* of 11 

death anniversary of former 

prime minister and chairmM 
Zulifiqar Ali Bhutto on Apnl 4. 
The meeting was attended by 

all central executive comnrtUK 
members. It was deaded to 
hold Quran Khawani at the 
residence of Haji Qamar at 4 
pm on April 4 1990* All mem- 
bers are invited. _ 


Kuwait Little Theatre 

KUWAIT Lillie Theatre will 
present a Si. George's Night 
show on Wednesday 18th 
April. Stage crew, wood but- 
chers and sel painters arc 
required now. Set construction 
heginsonSaiurday 3 1st March 
ui 6.30 pm in ihe ihealre. Call 
the slage manager on 3725407 
lor details. 

Approb essay competition 

ASSOCIATION of Pakis- 
tani Professionals and 
Businessmen (Approb) is hold- 
ing an essay competi lion on the 

occasion of the Golden Jubilee 
or the Pakistan Resolution. 

Pakistani students in the age 
otoup of between 12-14 (jun- 
iors) and 15-18 (seniors) are 
invited to write Lheir essays on 
the topic “My role in building a 
better Pakistan.” The essays 
between 1000 and 1500 words, 
in Urdu or English, should be 
sent by 1 5th of April. 

Four prizes of KDI00 ^ch 
{2 each for Urdu and English) 
will be awarded to the best arti- 
cles in each group with other 
consolation prizes for deser- 
ving participants. 

■ftie penal ofjudges is headed 
bv Dr M.l- Saleem, Dr Ah Jaf- 
frey and Abdus Sattar Ghazah. 
For further details, contact 
Tel. Approb, 2425315.. Fax. 
5323751. 


Summer Affair '90 
THE Weekend Club will 
host their traditional “Summer 
Afiair” on the first day of Eid 
Al Fitr (April 26) at the 
Regency Palace Hotel. Watch 
or participate in the selection 
and crowning of t he 1990 Sum- 
mer Queen, join in a Jive Con- 
test, watch a scintillating dis- 
play of “Lambada” or simply 
let your feet loose to the music 
of Top Ranks and Perfect 
Strangers. Gala buffet, loads of 
prizes and most important have 
a good time. For reservations 
call 43 1 5425 (Julio). 5741 380 or 
4890566. 

Narmada's Maiayalam play 

NARMADA Theatres will 
be staging a social Maiayalam 
play, A Love Mantra From 
Ujjain. at Indian Arts Circle 
auditorium, Funaitees on 
Friday, May 11, 1990 at 
6.30 pm. Written by Varghcse 
Paul, lyrics by Rajendra Babu, 
music by Antony Joseph, the 
play is co-directcd by Sherly 
John and directed by Jayan 
Pattathu. Various characters 
are being represented by 
popular stage artists among the 
Malayalee community in 
Kuwait. 


Holiday Inn . . . 

Ramadan Activities: COF- 
FEE SHOP: Lavish bunet ot 
traditional Arabic cuisine for 
only KD6.000 including 
beverages. First two kids free, 
per family, the rest half pnee. 
SUHOUR: Eat as much as you 
can for KD2.000. LOBBY 
CAFE; All kinds of freshly 
squeezed jinces plus 
watering pastries. BAB^ Y JaJN 
GARDENS: Order for 2 and 
pay for 1 . From 7 to 9 pm nigh- 
tly. Enjoy a variety of Arabic 
and Continental sweets and 
associated fresh fruit juices. 


SPORTS 


Sheraton Hotel 
HUNT ROOM: Opens for 
•lflar with a buffet of exquisite 
delicacies. RICARDO: Will be 
opened for dinner with hye 
entertainment by the ne w du o 
— Franco + Regina. COFFEE 
SHOP: Will serve an Iftar buf- 
fet and regular dinner with, 
special menu items such _as 
grilled items. mazza.etc. Enjoy 
Suhour from 12 pm to 3 am. 


diwaniya after If 
end of Ramadan. 


Yoga lessons ’ V\ 

FOR FITNESS: and. shm-: 
ruing, Kuwait International;- 
Hotel offers Yoga lessons- for; 
ladies and men, every' Sunday 
and Tuesdayat 8.00 ti? 
and on Friday, from lOJO.tp . 
11.30 am. For more informa- 
tion contact Antonie. -Kin gma 
on 2533000- or Tanya on 
5626529.. ;■ ’ 

Jazzercise 

Jazzercise iat the ' Mfessilah 
Beach Hofei will be from 4:30 
pm to 5.30 pm on Saturdays 
and Wednesdays till the end of 
Ramadan. - 1 

India Festival tournaments 

' [udidnArte.Ciidtemta^ 
release, announced that ah all 
Indian Open badminton and 
volleyball, tournaments will be . 
conducted in connection with 
the India Festival. 

AH Indian teams/individuals 
are t invited to re®* ster them- 
selves for early fixtaures tci 
avoid disappointmenL 

Both the tournaments will 
commence on' 9.4. 1990 at 7.30 
pm. Last date for entry will be 
5 . 4 ; 1990 before 10.00 pm. Fix- 


' lurcswiH be displayedai LA-V" 
. on; 7.4If990.4it-8.00'^.!x^- ; 
sticipatiofl k omyag-ainstiadja 
Festival Mas^ coupo^^otj 
each event/mdiv^i^F^liir^ 


office or India Fe^vaL-OBwe 
Teh 3904«l7 (5 ^tl& pm).. 
245629i(5 

Dinghy Lhsar SaJHog . .; 7 , 

•• M.B.UC.- ; aiiii6iniceS~itfr 
. Ramadan^adlratterT ncfiSg: 
series coimneHcang.;Fridhy 

30:3.90 ;afld 

T uesday ; and Freds y.'-dntir 
1 7.4.90,. tetefm^tihfesi'Fredays ;■£ 
- 1 0.OOara ; 

members ; a rev ^93^9* * e d-- ; : 

attend tifc pre?rape meeting 0 ® : 
Friday; 3O.3:9O, at 093(U.NeW 
mem berS;We fcome^limtied: 
number ofdubboatsaVail^e^ 
For Further deiail^ti&^ . 
tact: DavidClark 


raiuunu : t ■ v -V 

ALL ' 

participate fh i 


partici|?ate..i.n. . 

oh April 5; 


furtherinfoim 


tration please call 

nr M nriaimC To? - - 


3715637 or Mapa^.^.Tdb V 
3720137 £ 


Rose Fems’ drama 

MAY 10-11: Expatriates 
Club proudly announces that 
Goa's celebrated king of cen- 
tury shows Rose Ferns, and Ins 
sixteen member troupe, will 
present at the Granada Cinema 
hall, Kheitan, his premier 
release in Kuwait “Xinxe” 
(Broken Glass), and “Beiman 
Turn” (You Ungraieful) which 
has already crossed the hun- 
dred-plus mark in Goa. More 
details later. 

Konkani non-stop show 

A Konkani non-stop show 
entitled Koxtt Ani Sontos 
(Hardships & Happiness), writ- 
ten and directed by Epa de 
U lord a, organised by Utorda 
Lourdes Boys will be staged on 
July 6, 1990 at 3.30 pm. Venue: 
Labour Union Hall, Maid an 
HawalU- 

For more information con- 
tact 48 17857. 
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Guardian Angel CUd) 

The Guardian Angel Club 

. take-great pleasure in announc- 
ing their Konkani drama enti- 
tled “Ostorecho Mog 
(Woman’s Love) directed by 
Remmie J. Colaco, on June 8, 
1990, at the IAC. Goan Chaijie 
Chaplin — Janrito Vaz, 
Ophelia, H. Britton and Sebby 
Coutinho are among the other 
well known Goan cast. 


HOTELS 




Mughal Mahal 

FIRST Indian restaurant lo 
introduce Mughlai cuisine in 
Kuwait. Enjoy our specialities 
such as; Khandari Tikka Mal 
Mali Kebab, Navratan Bnyam 
and lots more. Ramadan tim- 
ings. Cany away pick up’s from 
5 pm onwards. Dine in from 6 
pm to 2 am. Tele. 2425131/2. 


Bangladeshis celebrate Sheikh Mujib’s birthday 


A group ol Bangladeshis recently celebrated the 70th birthday of Sheikh Mujibur Ra^rnan..thJfi£St^^®fel?^^ 
of Bangladesh. The function was presided over by Khondker- Abdul ^anrwn-and-'addt^ed;^^ 
Hossaln, Jamal Haidar, Nurul Anwar. Khondker M. Khorshedul Aiam. AaM;Shahkamak;A6d)ilKar^^a^ 
Ismail Bhuyan, Lokman Hossain. Abdul Mohaleb, Abdul Basei Abul Quassem Mri'dha^ Abddt 
Hossain and Abdul Halim.. The discussion was followed by songs dedicated toSheikh 

and sacrifice. The singers were Sutjir Ghose. EHsariut Karim and Kamaiua^^ ■ 



















s 

I* 


\R\B TIMES. MONDAY, APRIL 2. '«W0 


*5Ki* 

! -:ti 
^'Diai 

•'»t lk, 
?*• *r. 

: '•% 
•°fc lhcs- 
i iHOlfe 

« ffc. 
V’Hjj. 

ft| «e t. 

nine k 
m-.ib s 


•■•'intite 

*e 1-^ 




"‘•Ml 


&: 

4ft 

liS 

iir 

er 


,-. .?.* 

Ja-S 


* 


; V 
'5° \i ; 

S. 

V 


el. 

-! ^ 1 


3 

5«ov 

•K: 


Cl: 


ivi . 

li 


; V 

’•.?£• 

r-T 


i .• , 


- ;. V 




".< r 


BUSINESS & FINANCE 


East Europeans get blunt advice on doing business with West 

BONN! A— 1 V-/ ^ 


isigSS 

B££&° Wl » -ore mun- 
i Niels Peter Fra'dsiben, whose Dan. 

&nipS5t n »W? paner of°So^a 

businessmen he had Iried for 


in vain to place orders with Soviet 
firms. 

“You don't apply the normal inter- 
national trade standards, you don't 
have the right quality, you don’t have 
the right delivery tiroes," he told them. 

"As long as you cannot trade on 
standard business conditions. 1 don't 
see how you can be competitive in the 
West." 

Canandian businessman Edwin 
Mallory recently visited a large Soviet 
industrial company which exports to 
34 countries. 

"I was surprised to learn that this 
enterprise had no telex connection 


with the outside world," said Mallory, 
a vice-president of properly 
developers Olympia and Y ork . 

Jan Nystroem of die Swedish Trade 
Council said the Soviet Union still 
tended to think too much in terms of 
large organisations and grand 
projects, overlooking the potential of 
small businesses. 

"1 sometimes feel your organisa- 
tions believe that foreign trade is much 
more complicated than it really is," he 
said. 

Far from being offended. Moscow 
and its reformist allies appear to wel- 
come the advice. 


Soviet delegate Georgi Petrov, an 
official of the Ministry for Foreign 
Economic Relations, said joint ven- 
tures with Western companies would 
lead to the transfer of know-how, new 
methods of management and new 
technology. 

"We arc in very great need of such 
new methods of management, of econ- 
omic thinking," he told a news con- 
ference. 

"We should learn the art of how to 
make a feasibility study, to count 
money, to make a real balance of 
accounts on the micro level, on the 
level of individual enterprises." 


Sergei Zotov of the Soviet delega- 
tion said the talks were helping to 
narrow the differences between Eas- 
tern and Western economies and to 
bring businessmen from both sides 
together. 

"We believe this conference is a par- 
ticularly appropriate forum to start 
dialogue on how to overcome the 
economic and technological division 
of the European continent," he said. 

Some 220 Soviet businessmen are 
attending the three- week conference 
on economic co-operation in Europe, 
which groups 33 European countries 
— only Albania is missing — plus the 


United States and Canada. 

The businessmen, from throughout 
the Soviet Union, have been trying to 
drum up investment for their areas and 
convince their often sceptical Western 
partners that President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev’s reforms are starting to bite. 

A delegation from the Urals put 
forward the possibility of joint ven- 
tures involving defence companies in 
their region. When questioned further, 
they said this would involve manufac- 
turing civilian products such as train 
engines. 

The talks, which end on April 1 1 , are 
an offshoot of the Conference on 


Security and Co-operation in Europe 
{CSCE) launched by the 1975 Helsinki 
accords. 

For the first lime at a CSCE meet- 
ing, businessmen outnumber 
diplomats among the 1,800. delegates 
by around two to one — hence Lhe 
undiplomatic plain speaking. 

A draft final document put forward 
by the European Economic Commun- 
ity urging all 35 states to embrace free 
enterprise has won a surprising degree 
of acceptance from the Eastern 
Europeans. The old-style centrally 
planned economy has had no defen- 
ders. 


|lran plans 
gas export 
projects 

NEW YORK, April 1, (UP1): 
Iran expects to award majorcon- 
* racts 1° foreign companies this 
year for several natural gas 
texport projects, the country’s oil 
minister was reported as saying 
yesterday. 

In its March issue, world gas 
intelligence quoted Iran’s Oil 
Minister, Gholamreza Agh- 
azadeh, saying be expected the 
contracts to be signed by the end 
of 1990. 

Iran, with the world's second- 
largest natural gas reserves after 
the Soviet Union, wants to build 
P gas pipeline across Turkey to 
Southern Europe and another 
across Pakistan to India, the 
' publication said. 

*i Iran's exports are currently 
limited to one relatively small 
pijreline through the Soviet 
Union, it said. 

In September, Aghazadeh was 
reported by the Opecna news 
agency as saying natural gas 



power, would resume in March. 

Tehran also was reported 
around the same time as saying 
Iran planned to spend S3.4 
billion over the next five years to 
develop natural gas resources on 
the Gulf Coast 

In an interview in the publica- 
tion, ^Algerian Oil Minister 
S^dek. Bousse na projected rising 
demand jbr natural ga&io Wes- 
tern Europe and said Algeria 
.would raise the capacity of its 
pipeline under the Mediterran- 
ean to Italy and build another 
through Morocco to Spain. 

For the moment, Boussena 
said, discussions regarding sup- 
plying Eastern Europe with 
natural gas “have stagnated." 

“More interesting at the 
moment," Boussena said, “are 
the West European countries. 
They need more gas. And here, 
discussions are well-advanced." 

He said Algeria's new pipeline 
could provide natural gas to Ger- 
many, which in turn could sell the 
gas to its eastern neighbours. 



KD deposit 
rates firm 

KUWAIT, April 1, (Reuter): 
Kuwaiti dinar interbank 
deposits were mainly steady in 
this Sunday trade, with business 
concentrating on the short dates. 

Overnight, tomorrow-next 
and spot-next all dealt at 8-5)8 
per cent Quotes for all three 
edged up 1/16 point to 8-11/16, 
7/16 per cent out dealers said 
they were well-offered. 

Fixed maturities were quiet, 
with the one-month indicated 
steady at 8 - 13 / 16 , 9/16, three- 
months at 8-7/8, 5/8 and six- 
months at 8-1 5/16, 11/16. 

• The Central Bank left its dinar 
exchange rate unchan as dot- 
mal on Sunday's at 0 .293787/97 
to the dollar. 

Polish inflation 
dips sharply 

WARSAW, "April 1, (Reuter): 
Poland's harsh economic aus- 
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Chalabi to discuss oil policy 


Iraqi minister 
to visit Japan 


TOKYO, April I, (Opecna): 
Iraqi Oil Minister Issam Abdul 
Raheem A1 Chalabi is due to 
arrive here on T uesday for a visit 
tasting several days, sources at 
the Foreign Ministry announced 
Friday. 

They pointed out that the min- 
ister will hold talks with Japanese 
Foreign Affairs Minister Taro 
Nakayama and International 
Trade and Industry Minister 
Kabun Muto. 

A1 Chalabi is expected to 
address a function organised by 
businessmen in Tokyo, as well as 
meet with executives of Japanese 
firms. 


According to industry statis- 
tics. Japan imported five per cent 
of its total oil needs, valued at 
around S800 million, from the 
Opec member country in 1988. 

Meanwhile late buying helped 
push up crude oil and products 
prices Friday on the New York 
Mercantile Exchange, with tech- 
nical factors largely controlling 
the trading activity in the absence - 
of any major developments. 

The benchmark West Texas 
Intermediate crude for May 
delivery rose 25 cents to S20.28 a 
barrel on the Merc. The closing, 
however, was 1 1 cents lower than 


a week ago dosing of S20.39 a 
barrel. 

Unleaded gasoline for May 
delivery, the contract receiving 
the most attention on the Merc 
recently, also moved up0.25cent 
to 6536 cents a gallon. It closed 
at 57.66 cents a gallon at the end 
of the previous week. 

Home-heating oil rose 0.56 
cent to 54.34 cents a gallon. A 
week ago. heating oil closed at 
55.46 cents a gallon. 

"We got good buying before 
the weekend. There was more 
interest in taking delivery than 
making delivery," said Peter 
Beutel at Elders Futures Inc. in 


New York. “Other than that it 
was a quiet day and only the 
technical indications helped the 
market to drift up." 

On the US Gulf Coast spot 
market, where crude is bought 
and sold for cash. WT1 was 
quoted at S20.35 a barrel, up 35 
cents. 

On the European spot market, 
Britain's widely traded North 
Sea brent crude was up 10 cents 
to SI 8.25 a barrel. 

The United Arab Emirates' 
Dubai light — they key Opec 
crude from the Middle East ship- 
ped mainly to i be Far East — 
added 25 cents to SI 5. 60 a barrel. 


Soviet oil production slumps 

industrial activity declines 


MOSCOW, April" I* (Opecna): Soviet oil produc- 
tion in the fiiSE tw£ moi^bs of thjs year fell by four 
per cent from thefsatae '-period in 1989 as political 
and social unrest heightened, it has been reported 
here. 

Leonid Abalkin, head of the Soviet Union's State 
Commission for Economic Reform, said that the 
decline in oil production was just part of a general 
slump in industrial activity that began in December 
last year. 

Quoted by Reuters news agency, he said in addi- 
tion to reduced crude output, coal production had 
fallen by six percent in January and February. 

The Soviet Union still remains the world’s largest 
oil producer but its normal output of around 12 
million bpd is on a steady downward trend. 

Apart from the strikes and political upheaval, the 
oil industry has been dogged by its own operational 
problems. Some oilfields have reached maturity 
while many installations and facilities are already 
out of date. 

Abalkin said that a series of strikes in the Soviet 
union had kept an average of 200,000 workers away 
from their jobs every day. 

"This state of affairs demands that the govern- 
ment make substantial adjustments to the economic 
recovery programme," he asserted. 


However, earlier this week it was announced that 
the Soviet Union would not be making a cuUix,oil 
exports to Hungary this year, as originally planned. 

Hungary’s Deputy Industry Minister Gyula 
Czipper confirmed that following economic talks 
between the two sides, the Soviet Union had agreed 
to supply Hungary with its ful quota of 6.5 million 
tonnes of oil this year. 

In addition, the Soviet side had agreed to make up 
a 300,000 tonne shortfall in first-quarter oil 
deliveries to Hung ary “as soon as possible,” he said. 

As a stop-gap measure. Hungary had been forced 
to import over 200,000 tonnes of oil from Iraq, the 
first time it had purchased crude from an Opec 
member country for domestic consumption in over 
a decade, added Capper. 

A delegation led by Deputy Energy Minister 
Aklim Moukhametzianov gave a presentation to us 
oil officials in Houston on the Soviet Union's five oil 
producing regions for the purpose of attracting 
development and financial help. 

Moukhametzianov was quoted as saying that the 
meeting represented a new stage in co-operation 
between the Soviet oil industry and inieniationa] oil 
companies and reflected the “dramatic political and 
economic changes" that were sweeping his country. 


Burma, Korean firm sign deals 


RANGOON. April I, (UPI): The Burmese government 
has concluded business deals with the Daewoo group of 
South Korea for joint production of electronic goods and 
garments for export, and for building a wholly Korean- 
owned Gve-star note] in Rangoon, officials said Friday. 

The deals were struck during the two-day visit to Ran- 
goon of Daewoo chairman Kim Woo-Choong earlier this 
week, said Col. Than Shwe. managing director of the 
govemmem-owned Myanmar Heavy Industries com- 
pany. The nation of Burma recently changed its name to 
Myanmar. 

The business deals are a sign that the military govern- 
ment of Burma, which seized direct power in September. 
1988, has opened the country’s doors to foreign invest- 
ment for the first tiem since 1963. 

It also plans to encourage tourism, but both investment 
and tourism have been hampered by continued political 
arrests and foreign charges of government violations of 
human rights. 

Under an agreement signed Thursday. Myanmar Heavy 

Industries and Daewoo will set up a jdm-venture named 
Daewoo Electronic Myanmar Company Ltd. for the man- 
ufacture of televisions, radio cassette players and 
refrigerators, than Shwe said. 


The initial capital of the Dew joint-venture is S4 million, 
with 45 per cent contributed by the Burmese side and 5S per 
cent by the Korean partners. 

In the first phase, the company will operate in three 
factory buildings rented from Myanmar Heavy Industries. 

Annual production in the first three or four years will be 

3.000 colour and 67,000 black and white television sets. 

63.000 radio cassettes, and 4,000 refrigerators. 

In the second phase, the joint-venture will set up a 
factory of its own on a 45-acre fl 8 het) site at Pyinmabin , a 
village of few miles (kms) out of Rangoon town centre. 

Annual production targets in this phase are 32,000 
colour and 1 68,000 black and white TV sets, 156.000 radio 
cassettes, and 55.000 refrigerators. 

Tbecompany expects to export as much as 80 per cent of 
this production, leaving only about 20 per cent for the 
home market, than Shwe said. 

He said be is optimistic this export target will be 
achieved because Daewoo has a well-established, world- 
wide distribution network for its products. 

“We have planned to produce more black and white TV 
sets because these are much more in demand than colour 
sets in many of Daewoo's customer countries," he 
explained. 


American 
bank lending 
rebounds 

WASHINGTON. April 1. (UPI): 
The Inter-American Development 
Bank predicted it will increase lend- 
ing to Latin America to 53.5 billion in 
1990 from 52.6 billion in 1989 but 
warned that it needs to 'reflect' on 
its chances of giving massive rapid- 
disbursement loans to the region. 

1DB lending recovered to 52.6 
billion in 1989 from 51.7 billion in 

1 988, according to the bank's ann uai 
report released Sunday. The report 
will be analysed by the IDB's board 
of governors at its annual meeting in 
Montreal April 2-4. 

The 1989 recovery in lending was 
made posssible by a- March 
agreement among the bank's mem- 
bers to increase its capital by 526.5 
billion in order to carry out a 5223 
billion lending programme for 1990- 
93, IDB president' Enrique Iglesias 
told a news conference last week in 
Washington. 

The pact ended a bitter struggle in 
which the United States pressed fora 
greater voice in the bank's man- 
agement against the wishes of Latin 
American members- Asa result of the 
conflict, which for several years 
paralysed a capital increase for the 
institution, lending plunged from a 
high of S3.6 billion in 1984. 

US demands were partially met by 
the March 1989 compromise, which 
also led to a reorganisation of the 
bank's management and personnel. 

Iglesias said the pact foresees that 
up to 25 per oent of total IDB lending 
will be in the form of rapid-disbur- 
sement loans to be used for ‘sectoral’ 
economic reforms. Up to now, the 
IDB has only lent money for specific 
projects. 

Because the IDB lacks experience 
in sectoral lending, it was agreed that 
the operations would be made as co- 
financing for the World Bank's own 
rapid-disbursement loans. The 
World Bank pioneered such loans in 
the 1980s 4o help Latin American 
countries crushed by their debt bur- 
den a nd lack of private financing. 

In 1989, the bank's 36 loans sup- 
ported 29 projects with a total value 
of S6. 1 billion in 1 5 Latin American 
and Caribbean countries. The bank 
disbursed a record 52. 5 billionduring 

1989, up from 51.7 billion in 1988. 


Nigeria may 
get World 
Bank loans 

LAGOS, April 1, (Opecna): 
Nigeria is likely to receive SI 
trillion in loans from the World 
Bank this year, according to 
officials from the Washington- 
based institution. 

They disclosed that talks were 
proceeding on a repeat of die 1989 
allocation of S500 million “in two 
equal slices" designed to make the 
country's tough structural adjust- 
ment programme less unpopnlar 
by boosting the availability of 
hard currency. 

According to the Renters news 
gency, a farther $500 million 
would be extended for projects in 
nnivenities, urban development, 
transport and telecommunica- 
tions. 

One of the main schemes 
involved is a 5490 million plan to 
modernise die country's troubled 
telephone system, to which the 
World Bank may contribute op to 
$200 million over three to four 
years. 

The report said that another 
loan for $270 million to help fin- 
ance small and medium -scale 
industries was “jnst starting," 
that it would be managed 
by the Nigerian Central Bank and 
distributed through commercial 
hank. 

The officials revealed that the 
country's universities would soon 
start receiving aid from a fund 
operated by its affiliate, the Inter- 
national Development Agency 
(IDA). 

. Nigeria owest institutions such 
as the World Bank over S4 biBion 
of its total hard cmTency debt of 
32 billioB. 

Reforms introduced by the 
government in 1986 have won sup- 
port from the International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) and debt-re- 
sebednting agreements with both 
the London Club of commercial 
banks and government creditors in 
the Paris Club. 

Pledges worth a boat $600 
milli on is soft loans from a group 
of government and institutional 
tenders are expected to help fin- 
ance this year's budget, which 
allocates jnst imder a third of 
forecast earnings to interest 
payments on debts. 


Inflation soars 
to record 84pc 

RIO DE JANEIRO. April l. <AP): 
Brazil’s cost of living soared 84 per 
cent in March, the highest monthly 
increase in the nation's history, the 
government said Friday. 

March's inflation snot up from 
February’s rate of 73 per cent, accor- 
ding to the Brazilian Geography and 
Statistics institute. The government 
recognises the institute’s figures as 
official. 

Inflation is running at 397 per cent 
since January and has reached 4,853 
percent during the previous 1 2 mon- 
ths. the institute reported. 

The March rate, calculated from 
mid-February to mid-March, reflec- 
ted the wild surge in prices preceding 
the inauguration of President Fer- 
nando Collor de Mello, who was 
sworn in on March 1 5 for a five-year 
term. 

Pricessbotupahnost200percenta 
week before Collor took office in 
anticipation of a price freeze. 

Transportation and communica- 
tion pushed up the cost o fliving more 
than any other item, jumping 94.83 
percent and food rose 84. 1 5 per cent, 
the institute reported. 


Mexico considering free trade deal with US 


MEXICO CITY, April 1, (Reuter): Mex- 
ico is coorideriog a nee trade deal with the 
United States — its dominating northern 
neighbour that swallowed half its territory 
last century — in what could amount to a 
reversal of an economic nationalism dat- 
ing from the revolution of 1910. 

At its most ambitious, such an 
agreement — similar to that reached by the 
United States and Canada in 1988— could 
create a North American common market 
to compete with economic blocs emerging 
in a unified Europe and the Pacific rim. 

The idea of closer economic ties with the 
United States, with which Mexico con- 
ducts 65 per cent of its foreign trade, 
carries heavy political and economic risks 
fora country proud of its nationalist tradi- 
tion. . , 

Historically, Mexico used a strict regime 
of tariff barriers and closely regulated 
foreign investment to resist the interven- 
tion of outsiders. 

No actual negotiations on a free trade 
agreement are underway, but Jaime Serra 
Puche, Mexico’s Minister of Trade and 
Industrial Development, said on Wednes- 


day that his country and Washington were 
jointly analysing their trade relationship. 

On Tuesday, the White House said 
Mexico and the United States were talking 
about negotiating a free trade agreement 
similar to die US-Canadian trade pact, but 
US officials cautioned that it could take 
time. 

Mexicans are wary of their powerhouse 
northern neighbours, who seized and 
incorporated such territories as Texas, 
California and Arizona more than a cen- 
tury ago, and some fear the contrast in 
economic deveioment is too extreme. 

But the move toward commercial 
integration with lhe United States may be 
a wise one for a debt-ridden economy 
almost incapable of securing new loans 
from international banks. 

“The disparity between the levels of 
development of the two countries puts us 
at a disadvantage. We run the risk of 
becoming simply suppliers of raw 
materials for the US and Canadian mark- 
ets," trade analyst Juan Jose Mercado told 
Reuters. 

Mercado, assistant director of the 


1, 000-member Association of Mexican 
Importers and Exporters (Anierm), said a 
US- Mexico trade agreement could also 
constitute a setback for Latin American 
nations who believeeconomic health liesin 
regional co-operation. 

Such a deal would be the latest bold 
move by President Carlos Salinas de Gor- 
tari, who has pledged to rid Mexico of the 
vestiges of decades of protectionist trade 
policy discarded when the country laun- 
ched a trade liberalisation programme in 
the mid-1980s. 

By pursuing a trade agreement Salinas 
opens himself to an assault by the political 
opposition, which has attacked him for 
privatising state-controlled companies. 
His ruling Institutional Revolutionary 
Party (PRI) is frequently accused by 
political opponents of using electoral 
fraud to hold onto power. 

‘There is a predominant idea that a free 
trade agreement would imply many risks 
and disadvantages for Mexico," an 
editorial in the leftist daily La Jornada said 
on Thursday, adding that free trade might 
also bring benefits. 


Labour is likely tobconeof lhe toughest 
points of negotiations. Washington is 
already trying to control the now of 
thousands of undocumented workers 
from Mexico into the United States in 
search of jobs. 

US workers fear that industry could flee 
south of the border, where the minimum 
wage is less than four dollars a day and per 
capita income is one-tenth of that in the 
United States. 

Another key issue could be the sharing 
of technology, with Mexico eager to 
update outmoded factories. 

Mexicans worry that northern capital- 
ists will exploit their newly-opened econ- 
omy and carry the profits home. 

Tariffs on hundreds of products were 
reduced or eliminated after Mexico joined 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) m 1986 and trade officials 
last year drafted relaxed foreign invest- 
ment regulations aimed at attracting more 
capital. 

But those reforms have yet to reap the 
desired effects. 


Bombay shares 
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MEDICAL SECRETARY 

Required by the Editorial Office of the medical 
journal of the Kuwait Health Science Centre. 
Experience in a medical environment is essential, as 
well as office organisation and word processing 
skills. Previous publications experience is an asset 
and a native English speaker is preferred. 

Please send C.V. to: 

Medical Principles and Practice, 

Faculty of Medicine, 

P.O. Box 24923, 

13110 Safat, Kuwait 


A full lime male/female 

Telex Operator 

Fluency in English is o must. 

Tel: 2406678 


EXCITING DISTRIBUTORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

American Products 

Innovative American Marketing Company is seeking 
established distributors for top, new Hi-Tech Products 
enjoying a high demand potential in American mar- 
kets. Prospective distributors will be high profiled 
companies with a strong marketing network in each 
area. A long-term relationship is envisaged and distri- 
butors will be supported continually with additional 
dealerships of new products as soon as they are 
introduced in American markets. 

The following areas arc to be accessed: 

GCC: Bahrain. Kuwait. Oman. Qatar. Saudi Arabia 
and U.A.E. 

North and South Yemen 

Middle East: Iran, Iraq, Syria, Jordan, Egypt. Lebanon 
and Turkey. 

Currently three exciting product ranges are available in 
the Oil and Construction Sectors. Electronics and the 
Automobile Sector. All products have been recently 
developed and competition is non-existent. Meetings 
will be held in Bahrain during April. Prospective 
companies should mail their pre-qualifications to SIM. 
Inc.. P.O. Box 5433. Bahrain or 7154 North University 
Drive. Suite 253. Tamarac. Florida 33321. U.S.A. 
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BUSINESS 



Soviet Union 
announces 
clampdown 
on exports 


MOSCOW. April 1. IAP)- The lisi 
>ctms endless. From car batteries to 
caviar, mushrooms to electric wire, 
bicycles to cooking oil. cameras to 

refrigerators, the Soviet Union is try- 
ing to block the export of practically 
all consumer goods from the deficit- 
ridden country. 

Tyres and spare parts for vehicles, 
furs and coffee, all meat and its by- 
products. fish. eggs, canned fish and 
nuts, honey and sugar, cereals, con- 
fectionaries. linen and other fabrics 
would have to stay at home. 

Household electric appliances, 
vacuum cleaners, washing and sew- 
ing machines. construction 
materials, spices and radio equip- 
ment are barred from export as well. 

“These are extraordinary, emer- 
gency measures needed to stabilise 
the consumer market," Valery 
Draganon. deputy head orthe gover- 
nment’s Customs Authority.-said or 
the new restrictions. 

The clampdown on exports, 
announced by Draganov in Izvestia 
Friday evening, was made necessary 
by chronic shortages ‘of consumer 
supplies and is likely to appeal to 
Soviets who spend hours standing in 
lines at shops where most of the 

shelves are empty. 

But for those who plan to go 
abroad for business or pleasure, ““ 
announcement was a bombshell. 

The government severely restricts 
the amount of convertible currency 
Soviet citizens are permitted to take 
out of the country. Most are permit- 
ted to carry from S30 to 200, depen- 
d/ngh on the length of their stay 
abroad and the type of inp they are 
making. . 

Many Soviets customarily pack 

food or co ns inner goods, either to sell 

for currency they can spend abroad 
or merely to preserve what limited 
funds they have. 

Draganov said the new restric- 
tions, which apply to foreigners as 
well as Soviets, will remain in effect at 
least through 1990. 

“The consumer market is becom- 
ing more and more naked. 
Draganov complained. “The situa- 
tion is becoming even more complex 
since we witness an increased act rwty 

of mafia groups, which pilfer 
deficient industrial and food supplies 
straight out of the ’back door’ and 
then (send them) abroad.” 

“We had to stop this mass export 
of commodities immediately.'' he 
added. 

At Chop, a border crossing station 
in the western Ukraine, some 350 
Soviet touristshaverecently imposed 
a self-styled blockade on the Tisa 
customs office, "demanding restric- 
tions on export of excessive food sup- 
plies and mass consumption goods." 
Draganov said. . 

He said order was restored in Chop 
only after police intervention, and 
customs officials confiscated 200 sets 
of bedclothes. 20 bicycles, six 
gasoline-powered saws and outer 
goods from travellers. 

“They are trying to bring out 
through Tisa virtually everything 
one can think of: match boxes and 
mixers, canned products and electric 
drills, sausages, cheese and buckets, 
mousetraps and electric irons, butter 
and toys, socks and linen, gloves and 
metalwork equipment, rice and 
sugar, chocolate and toothpaste, 
black pepper and tableware," 
Draganov said. 

“Notice that these goods disap- 
pear very quickly from the shelves of 
our shops," be added. 


GIB study sees slowdown in overseas development 


Investment strategies for 


This is the second part of this artide- The 

first part appeared on April !. 

Government securities in the USA, the 
UK and other OECD countnw have 
provided attractive channels for Gidfinves- 
tors. By mid 1989. an estimated S52 billion 

or 14.8 percent of total assets was mvestol in 

this category, more than one third of whidi 

was in US government securities. Develop- 
ment of funds in foreign reserves - Jpld, 
SDR, foreign exchange with the 
have been more or less srable dimng the 
period 1983-1989. reaching S27 billion for 
the six Gulf states in mid 1989. 

Following the liquid assets come equity 
holdings (corporate bonds and stocks), 
property, and other investments m the 
industrialised countries. This broad 

category constituted around 19.7percentot 

total GCC overseas investments or SoS.e 
billion in mid 1989. Invesnnmt instodt s is 
not expected to have exceeded 12 percent of 
the total at around J42 billion. ^ 

While the “other investment category 

EEC countries mainly Gennany. Swit- 
zerland, France, Spain and Italy and the 
other OECD countries namely Japan. Can- 
ada and Australia. For the latter group tto 
category of investment had almost doubiea 
ore? the period, 1983-1989. Guirdiract 
investments abroad have tended to focus on 
well established profitable businesses with 
known brand names that command a sizea- 
ble portion of their home markets. 

In the real estate sector, the Arab investor 
opted mostly for prime property at the con- 
servative rather than the speculative end or 

the market. . , 

Other forms or long terms investment are 
credit to non-banks and direct loans to 


to investments in the industrialised coin.. 

SSSIied money and bond markets and 
changing and frequen- 


tly unpredictable tax structures and a gen- 
y ,Kfoolitical and economic stabduy. 


gmupsorGuir 
I ant “ . _ ■ rh* hi«h net- 


private investors institutions, the high net 
Stork individuals and the less w-Ugm* 


workindiw — . 
tore. The institutional 


investors 

camme^al* tanksT in vesment, finance and 
SJSranS companies utilities and manufac- 
turing companies enjoying substantial 




2SgS^SSS5- — .ha. 

SE not be re-invested folly withm the 


k^The^in solutions together with the high 
network individuals havebeei » active ; par- 


ticipants in the international markets and 


^ the lar^ fmanrial 
institutions world-wide providing them 


developing countries. While credit to non- 
banks has been on the rise both in absolute 


and in percentage terms, placements with 
LDCs dropped from 14.2 per cent of the 
total in 1 983 to 1 2.8 by mid 1 989. In contrast * 


with such services as private banking, port- 
folio management, direct investment in 
businesses abroad, real estate and other 

^^^Ocar ly^c^ 5 gro u p has different in vest- 

men* goals and risk return profiles. 

However, they also share 

features. For example, the average Gulf 

investor tends to be conservative rather than 

speculative. He is basically a 

with the preservation and enhancement of 

the value of his capital featuring as the most 

KCSSiX 

ling a general altitude towards realising 

qi ^ P Guinnvestors feels more comforta- 
ble with his money invested in a familiar 


environment (e.g. more m his domestic 

market, USA and Europe than in Japan and 

other Far Eastern markets) and in products 
that he understands (e.g. direct investment 
in real estate and stocks rather than leverage 
buyouts and acquisition of corporate busin- 
esses. precious metals more than com- 
modities and bonds rather than options and 

The results of a sample survey carried oat 
recently by GIB to explore investment 
priorities, trends and patterns of high net- 
worth individuals in the various Gulf coun- 
tries, confirm the general portrait of tbe Gulf 
investor presented above. Equity ranked 
highest among GCC investors with a dear 
bias, especially on the part of the Saudi 
investors, towards their local stock market. 

The majority of those responded leave 
their international portfolio to outside man- 
agers, even though a good number of them 
trade directly in thar domestic markets. 
Internationally, investments in the US stock 
market come first followed respectively by 
the stock markets of Germany, Japan and 
the UK. Bank deposits rank second on the 
list of preferred investment channels, with 
dollar deposits being dominant, followed by 
deposits m the respective Gulf currencies 
and sterling deposits a distant third. 

This undoubtedly reflect Gulf investors 
ri k-gr preference for liquidity. As we have 
seen in the previous section, die portfolio of 
Gulf investment abroad has recorded a 
decline in dollar deposit over the past few 
years while domestic currency bank deposits 
in the other OECD countries, mainly mark 
and yen deposits, has adjusted upwar ds. _ 

Real estate ranks third among preferred 
Gulf investment outlets and is a definite first 
if we only consider investments in the 
domestic markets. Internationally, real 
estate in the US rank highest with the UK 
market a strong second followed by other 
European markers mainly France and 
Spain. 

Precious metals come next foQowd by 
such newly developed financial instruments 


such as options and futures, warrants and. 
margin trading, with inyeamcats m cotn- 
nwdities trailing behind- The interest of 
Gulf investors in gold and other precious 

metals havedrOTped considerably ittuw 

few years refiecrag both the increased soph- 
istication among investors and a move away 
from speculative investment outlets. Only 
the most professional investor utilises 
options and fotures to hedge his equity. 

bond or currency position. ' ■ 

The link investment that Gulf investors 
have in commodities has to do with ou and 

ofl products. In general however, mrestore 
seem to shun the speculative nature of com- 
modities, especially that they are not Likely . 
to get the same information support as witn 
other more conventional instruments. 

Id the first two months of this year, dollar 
interest rates, have become lower than 
corresponding DM nites for the first Innc 
since 1976. and ihc ®ip is expected ^ wKlen 
in the near term. We expect the DM to 
remain firm during 1990, the yen to stay 
generally subdued and the sterling to Iook 
additional grounds before firming a little bit 
later in the year. tBIU , 

Changes in fiscal policy during 1990 will 
favour the D. Mark, including lower taxes 
and snpply-skk reforms in Germany, the 
rising costs to support East Gennany and 
the flood of East German emigrants to West 
Germany compared to slightly tighter fiscal 
policy (lower defence budget expenditures 
Pal smaller budget deficit) in the US. Ger- 
many is now pursuing the same po bey mix 
(tighter monetary/more expansionmy fiscal 
policy) that drove the dollar sharply higher 
in the early 1980s. Furthermore, the flow of 
capital into D. Marks will continue as inves- 
tment opportmntM associated with Eastern 

Europeincreasc and better prospects for the 
German stock market compared to other 
major world markets. 

• The dollar downward adjustment against 
the European currencies is expected to be 
limited this vear in contrast to what had 
happened in 1985 and 1986. The slower 


economic growth in the 


that of Europe and Japan suggest Junncr 
trade improvements, m lbc . n J°"^ els jju*. 
The wild card in the financial markets i up. 


, B .VBTlM ^ <>Nln > 
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DM if any will bclimitcd-hy 
in German interest rates - 


In 
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year is the likelihood of adverse devd p" 
ments in Eastern Europe and die USbK. 




Such developments could trigger a sig- 
nificant rush towards dolfarn. thetradi 
ally safe haven currency, at the CTpensem 
the DM and other continental European 




cent. Jnfiatfon 

in the US. suggesting 

approach to monetary ^ 



currencies. Our forecasts show -the dollg 
trading in ranges of 1 .60-1 “-iSi 



nd |f condq»^ 
terrSperively , close to the dollar saH-unk 

low orj?S7 reached in early January 1988. 
and to drift further down to 1 JO- 1 -60 range 
on the later part of the year. 

THE Bank of Japan has boosted theoaraai 
discount rate to 4.25 percent in h 
her last year and yields on Japanesetoo 
have been adjusting upwards m the laa few 


ters.' ' ' .*&■!* • 

It is unlikcly« that-iHf ; i 


months. The peak in interest rates has no 
yet been reached in Japan. Containing jnna- 
-- *« — * of Japans top 


tion 


and state ejections^ 
fourth quarter oF . this 
interest rates 

the US economy starts Tffjpck ^ 

stronger with the oexf mp^ort^Fcdfa^^ ^ 

up to 8.50 per cent 
year. 

The US sic 
in 1989 with 

1990 before jtdjiatmg 
folk»will£ weeks. Tbestock 

manv and France oerformed trtuch ^ : 

V? - . : : 


many and France pwfbnikd 
lart year with rises of 443 < . , .. . 

per 

tbe UK ntarkefcwas^^ 

sterling (25 per cent : in 

best performer in 1989^iflw 
stock maiket up^7^ per cept mi 
terms, with the H iwgl 


remains the Bank 

priority. With a robust domestic economy 
and rising inflationary pressures, another 
increase in discount raieis forecasted! or tne 
first half of this year with three montns 
Euro-yen reaching 73 per cent. 

This reduction in the yen's "Jireree 
interest rate differential may pro^deth* 
currency with some support mid discourage 
capital outflow. We expect the yen to dnfi 
downward in tbe coming few mor^sberore 
firming up later in the year, according to 
GIB study. 

In the UK,-po!itical uncertainty suiToun- . 

lower sterling rachange rates in the conning 
Tew months. No change in UK. base rat^ is 
forecasted for 1990 From current levels of 1 5 

P< T^sterling is expected to firm slightly m 
the second half of the year espedally .ag&msi 
the US dollar however, gains against uie 


the weakest! 
rise during H 
Of the Wood's: 
many has the 1 








Market giv es signs of weak performance 

Kuwait trade volume dips 


THE Alshall Index for Kuwaiti shareholding companies record«j 
on Wednesday an average of 40.02 points with a decreise or 0.33 
point — 0.82 per cent — from last week’s average. The Alshall 
Index for non-Kuwaiti shareholding companies reached 65.0.'* 
with an increase of 0.57 point — 0.S8 per cent for the same 
period, according to Alshall weekly market review. 

The trading volume for Kuwaiti shares reached 28.58 million 
sharesat a daily average of S.72million shares with ad&rrease of .-*7 
per cent from the previous week's daily average of 9.08 million 

Non-Kuwaiti traded shares reached 9.205 million shares at a 
daily average of 1 .841 million shares with an increase of 93 percent 
over last week's daily average of 0.956 million shares. 

Tb** \alue of Kuwaiti traded shares was KD7.I8 million at a 
daily average ofKD 1 .44 million, a decrease of 66 per cent from last 
u'oaI'c Hnliv qv^rawnrK 04 million. The vaiucof non-lvuwaiti 


week's daily average of KD4.23 million. The value of non 

Kuwait shareholding companies index 


traded shares was KD0.339 million at a daily average of KD0.068 
million, an increase of 45 per cent over last week s daily average or 
KD0.047 million. ___ 

For the Kuwaiti shares market, the investment sector came first 
at 45 percent of total trading against 13 percent last week. Coast 
Investment and Development Company had the lead at M per 
cent. Followed by Kuwait Investment Projects Company ai 34 per 
cent and International Financial Advisers at 1 percent. 

The banking sector came second at 31 per cent in which the 
National Bank of Kuwait had the lead at 35 per cent followed by 
the Gulf Bank at 29 per cent and Kuwait Finance House at 14 per 
cent The services sector came third at 13 per cent m which the 
Public Warehousing Company had the lead at 92 per cent fonowed 
by Mobile Telephone SysiemsCompany at 6 per ce nI - and K UW:t,! 

Computer Company at 1 percent. 


Kerala 


Per capita income rises : : 

.. • • * • "ii'.' ‘i •- > j ' j£v -V-.-- " v - ■ -Cl . 
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TRIVANDRUM, April 1, After years of repealed 
setbacks. Kerala’s economy appears to be heading 
for a revival with major sectors of production regis- 
tering encouraging growth during 1988-89, figures 
in this year’s economic review of the state planning 
board show, reports Economic Times. 

While relatively favourable weather conditions 
and innovative programmes with institutional 
hack-up improved performance on the agncullural 
front, uninterrupted power supply and an unfolding, 
investment climate augured reasonably well for 
industry. - , 

Sisns of revival were visible m other areas .01 
economic activity like live-stock rearingand marine 
fishing but the traditional industries continued to be 

. . - ■ « i MMinkAinnpnf 
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review. 
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all-time peak duritfg tbe-.l^w J #dfif 




to group fanmhg swti^VoVr- --t. 
accordmglo the review.-. ; 
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Financier 
buys key stake 
in Spanish 
TV venture 


MADRID, April 1, (Reuter): A 
Spanish financier has bought a 
key stake in Telednco, one of 
Spain's first private television 
channels, ending a bitter row 
over programme policy. 

Javier De La Rosa purchased 
publishers Grupo Anaya's 25 per 
cent stake, Telednco said in a 
statement late on Friday. 

The acquisition ended a row 
between Anaya and another 
major shareholder, Italian media 
magnate Silvio Berlusconi, who 
also has a 25 per cent stake. 

Berlusconi had allied with a 
charity for the blind, once, which 
'also holds 25 per cent, to oust 
Anaya representatives from 
Telecinco’s board. 

De La Rosa, who is also the 
Kuwait Investment Office’s 
agent in Spain, has pledged to 
support the channel’s present 
management and approved its 
outlook, Telednco’s statement 
said. 

It said Anaya associate Juan 
Fernandez Montreal had sold a 
five per cent stake to Berlusconi 
ally, businessman Angel 
Medrano, raising his stake to 15 
percent. 

The sale of Fernandez Mon- 
treal’s remaining 10 per cent to 
businessman Jose Maria Blanch 
should be completed within 

days. „ , . , 

The reshuffling of the stauon s 
ownership, for which thegovem- 
ment had set a ceiling of 25 per 
cent per owner, ends a bitter dis- 
pute that erupted three months 
ago over who should control the 
channel, and over programming 
and advertising policy. 

Anaya said it favoured solid 
news coverage- But Berlusconi, 
whose Milan holding Finmvest 
also owns television channels m 
Italy and France, is known as the 
king of low-brow “juke-box 
television” — a mixture of game 
shows, popular movies and Ub 
soap operas. 
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The crop sector'! . 

■showed that it was on the path of revival 1 

effects of recurrent droughts, the review stai«. .. production. 

Coconut production, worst affected . by the - previous yens mrafnsp^ •? 

drouah is of the previous years, staged a spectacular - • mbution of 
recomy during 1 the period, recording an impressive; ^ 
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NON- KUWAIT! SHAREHOLDING COMPANIES 
WEEKLY TRADING VOLUME FROM 
JAN.3, 1990 - MAR-28, 1990 


I irwt G. Bk 
B-jh. Inti. Bk. 

Bah.M.E. Bk. • 

A. Gen. Inv (Shua.ii 
L’mm AI Q. Cm! 

G Med. Projs. 

Total Index 
—Base period 31/12)1983. 

— All the companies listed by the Stock Exchange under non- 
Kuwaiti companies are Included. 

KUWAIT! SHAREHOLDING COMPANIES 
WEEKLY TRADING VOLUME FROM 
JAN.3, 1990 - MAR-28, 1990 
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Bonn bank recommends 2-to-1 rate for E. German currency 


GALWAY, 1 reland, April I , (AP): West Ger- 
many’s influential Central Bank has recom- 
mended a 2-to-l conversion rate for the East 
German currency as part of plans to form an 
economic union of the two Germ an ys. an 
official has confirmed. 

Karl Otto Poehl, head of the Bundesbank, 
said Saturday the Central Bank has proposed 
that East Germans only get one West German 
mark for every two units of tbier own 
currency. 

He said the Bundesbank suggested the 
more favourable rate of I-to-1 for savings 
accounts up to 2,000 East German marks per 


person. 

The concession was made to smaller savers 


because of promises by West German Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl during the recent election 
campaign in East Germany, he said. 

think wehave to honour this.” Poehl told 
reporters atameeting of European Economic 
Community finance officials at Ashford Cas- 
tle in the village of Cong in Western Ireland. 

Poehl outlined the Bundesbank recom- 
mendations in a recent letter to Kohl. The 


government has not announced a conversion 
rale. 

The money rate has been a key part of 
discussions about creating a monetary union 
between the two central European states. 
Once the economies are merged, the strong 
West German mark will become the only 
currency in circulation. 

A 2-lo-l conversion rate would mean that 
the salaries of East German workers would be 
sliced in half. Wages of, say, 300 East German 
marks would shrink to 150 in the Western 
units. 

But Poehl said the rate would be “favoura- 
ble for the competitiveness of (East Ger- 
many), otherwise unemployment will go up 

VC ^I fisbetter to start at a rather low level and 
then try to increase wages according to the 
increase in productivity, which I think will be 
very strong,” he said. . 

“It would be a misconception to start tne 
other way around ... with a relatively high 
level of Wages, which have to be paid in (West 


German) marks in the future," he said. 

He said the exchange rate “doesn't mean 
that you have to cut wages in half... and that 
will stay forever.” 

Poehl gave no timetable for monetary 
union but said he would like negotiations to 
start soon. 

“Tune is working against us ... because the 
economic situation m ^East Germany) is 
deteriorating every day,” he said. 

Other officials have predicted an economic 
merger in the summer. East Gennany has seen 
its centrally planned economy weaken 

dramatically since the border between tbe two 
countries opened late last year. Thousands of 

East Germans have poured into their western 

neighbour. 

West Germany’s economy, based on a tree- 
markei system, is the most powerful in the 12- 
nation European community. Many of the 
West European currencies are closely tied to 

its mark. ... 

There had been speculation tint a too. 
favourable conversion rate would fuel infla- 
tion in price-conscious West Gennany. 


Japan agrees to US terms 




WASHINGTON. April U (Reuto* Japan .has* 
agreed to virtually all thetermssoughtby me United 
Stales towards opening its government market to 
American and other foreign-built satethtes, the U5- 
trade representative’s office said yesterday. ‘ 

The two sides negotiated into eariy Saturday and 
resolved major stumbling blocks to an agreement 
that would slave off possible retaliatory I lant, ls_oi 
1 00 per cent on some Japanese exports to the United 
States. • J : . - 

A US trade office official said, “we got just about' 
everything we wanted.” . 

The official said the two sides met all day on 
Thursday and Friday and into^early Saturday mid 
would clear up remaining. details on Monday alter 
Japanese negotiators consulted with their senior 
officials in Tokyo. 


wood products. •; ■ • . •*» : • ’ . v - ;> : /; 

Under the act Japa n had la open its markets jn :- - ^ 
the three areas by June 1 6 dr face possible punitive ‘ -.•< 

tariffs. ' ;vv 

' • The Japanese had been reluctant to cometo terms -’’ • 

but shifted to a more conciliatory stance after a 
March 2-3 meeting between US President George ‘7$ 
Bush and Japaneseprime Minister Tosbiki KailU . ** 
Bush stressed to, Kaifu the urgency of US coa- i , ; • 
cents - - the American trade deficit with Japan last. l;_ 
year was $49 billion — and said Congress was;.;. J: 
threatening to pass anti-Japanese trade legislation if 
its markets were not quickly opened^ 

. The US trade official said Japanese negoliaturs '^ -- 
seciued far more ready to strikea deal after tbeBusn-ir 
Kaifu meeting. • .. 


_ Last week an agreement was reached to open. * :^ 

USTrade Representative Carla Hills died Japan Japan's super computer market and. American T. 
last May under a clause in the 1987 trade act for its " officials said progress was being made on opehi.tg 

closed markets in satellites,' supercomputers and. the wood products market 
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Charges of bankru ptcy 




ROME, April 1. (AP): Giancarto Parretti^the. 

I lalian financier who has led a buyout bid.otwiOM- 
UA Communications Co.,. i has r been convicted on 
charges of fraudulent bankruptcy in a Naples court 
and sentenced to three years and 10 months in 

prison, a prosecutor said today. ■- . .. - 

The 49-year-old financier said- he nad 
immediately filed an appeal and didn t expect the 
case would cause any problems for his buyout 
proposal. ; • 

Parretti was convicted Friday in Naples cnminai 
court in the case involving the 1981 collapse 01 a 
Naples newspaper, said Oberdan Forienza. who 
prosecuted the case. • ■ V . . •• 

Parretti remains free pending his appral, said the 
prosecutor, reached by telephone from Rome: - 

The financier said in a telephone interview .the 
sentence only becomes definitive after the appeal 
process. “I am a confident person.” he said. “1 am 
certainly innocent.” ' . 

Parretti said he had informed the US Secunties . 
and F.xc ha ng p f’Yimrni'gri on three years ago the case 
was pending in Italy: He said he didn't expect it to 
have any repercussions on his buyout proposal. 


newspaper Diario that was controlled by ^PumUtr?^ 
and other partners. It had started pubitsh pi 3 r ~ ;■ ^ 

One or the associates, Giuseppe: Duratino. was ^!^ 
also convicted and sentenced tolwo years andeiglU i -'4 
months in prison. Four others died diuing thf^ '^ 
course of the investigation, accordmc id the' I taliatt'^ -’i 
news agency Ansa. 

The news agency said the charges stemn3^4rom> * . < 
the failure of a holding -company: cdn&olled' b^ 
Parretti, IlalaJin, to pay its share of Diaro 's canitaf 


. 1 pay its share ^Diaro’s<^at^ L.. L . . 
and the falsification of the news^pef^ balM^ 1 ^^ 
sheets. Ansa said the pro secu t ion charged ' tfwtT;^3 


Parretti knew of Italafin’s fadin^toTrieetrlspblig2-,-i.^T'; 
lions and had noLacted in good faitk ---' ^ 

The judicial inwitioofinr,- 


The judicial investigation- be^n fbflbWitig con^-^l"‘ 
plamis from Diaro reporters and 
nalists Association. . : : . . 5 ;' : / - ' ^ 

, prosecutor said that 


stand on appeal, Parretti would benefit from^ l ®! ;:^ 


His Pathe Commumcariops Corp. nas agreed to , has yet to announce how it intends to 


In the MGM-UA buyout prpi 
made a $50- million deposit- and has signed a 
tnbution deal worth $75 million to : MGN® A^^^ : 

HAS lil»I In annn,M« Li.. r i.-i'-.w : .V 


buy MGM-UA for $1^9 billion. Pathe, which 
produces and ^tributes entertainment world-wide 
and operates movie, theatres in Europe, said Wed- 
nesday its $20-a-shafe tender pfferfor MGM-U A.is 
expected to be completed m April. 

The Naples case involves the 198 1. coUapse ol the 


e^V? 


operation. - j v ’ 

Parretti . in the telephone interview, satd-he didp^ 
want to go into any details on 
.operation but stressed that Pati)C 

P*n down the financing andin Tact has ‘ ' 

to do it by April 30. . - . 
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TODAY’S CROSSWORD 




ACROSS 
1 Biting remark 
5 Furtive looks 
10 Shoshonean 
Indians 
14 Hautboy 
T5 Patois 

16 Artist's subject 

17 One who 
appears strong, 
but is weak 

19 Ship s jail 

20 Dagger 

21 Enter 

23 Guadeloupe 
and Martinique 

25 Louis or Paul 

26 Ready to fight 
30 Gorgon slam by 

Perseus 

33 Currency 

34 Facilitated 

36 Butter 

37 "Gil - 
Lesage novel 

36 Manipulator 

39 Sicilian 
landmark 

40 Rebuke 

41 — Fourcne. 

Dak 

42 Tempests ot a 
son 

43 Up 

45 Sprinklers 
47 Fellows 

49 Signet 

50 World of boxing 
53 Afternoon nap 

57 Precedes gram 

58 Stop at nothing 

60 Blue birds 

61 lower deck 

62 T-me past 

63 Words of 


64 Fits into 

65 Lambs' mothers 

DOWN 

1 Swats 

2 "Like — out of 
heir 

3 Resembling a 
cord 

4 Direct routes 

5 Gi<b speech 

6 Silkworm 

7 Some are 
poached 

6 Versifiers 
9 Decoration 
: 10 Loosen 

11 Capsize 

12 Redact 

13 Uian state 
flower 

’8 Trjck event 
22 — a-terre 
24 Kilchen 
emanation 
26 Shadow 


27 Certain bear 

26 Highly unlikely 1 

29 Spanker and 
topgallant 

31 More lucid 

32 Collect 

35 Percolates 

38 Five-sided 
figure 

33 Sharp watch 

41 River of N and 
cen Bolivia 

42 Chalice 

44 Bristly 

46 Fables ' 

48 Night sound 

50 Suva is tne 
capital 

51 Lupmo and 
Tarbeii 

52 Leatherworkers' 
loots 

54 Evince 

55 Ran 

56 Matures 

59 Torrid 


ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE: 
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BY CHARLES GpREN AND OMAR SHARIF 
TRUMPS AREN'T ENOUGH AGAINST TOMMY 


Neither vulnerable. Nonh deals. 

NORTH 

* A 

J 7 5 

A 9 6 5 3 2 

* J 8 J 

EST EAST 

J 10 4 2 *9653 


WEST EAST 

4 J (0 4 2 49653 

Q 10 9 8 6 Void 
K 8 10 7 

4 A K 4Q 10 97652 

SOUTH 
4 K Q 8 7 

' A K 4 3 2 

0 J 4 

4 4 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

Pass Pass 1 Pass 

3 Pass 4 Dbl 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of 4 

Besides being hooked on bridge, 
Trump Coup Tommy was an ardent 
skier. Every January he journeyed 
to St. Moritz, in Switzerland, to 
play in the annual bridge congress 
and enjoy the slopes. And every 
once in a while along would come a 
hand that suited his peculiar talent 
of playing well when trumps broke 
badly, making his hegira doubly 
pleasurable. 


North's jump to three diamonds, 
a one-ro'ind force, promised a heart 
fit. a diamond suit and a good hand. 
The double fit improved South’s 
hand and • •: looked uke an easy 

proposition until West melded the 
a\. Thai defender had never played 
against Tommy before, so did not 
realize the error of his wavs. 

Since West's double had to indi- 
cate a trump Mack. Tommy’s inter- 
est was immediately awakened. He 
ruffed the second club and scorned 
the normal line of drawing a round 
or two of trumps, instead, he imme- 
diately led the queen of diamonds, 
covered by the king and won by- 
dummy ’s ace. Declarer returned to 
hand with the jack of diamonds, 
crossed to the ace of spades and 
ruffed a dub. overruffed by West. 

West could do no better than re- 
turn the jack ot spades. Tommy- 
won, cashed his remaining high 
spade and then ruffed a spade on 
the table. When declarer simply ex- 
ited with a diamond. West was 
trapped. That worthy w-as forced to 
ruff and a trump return away from 
the queen allowed declarer to score 
three trump tricks. In ail. Tommy 
collected three spade tricks, three 
trump tricks, a ruff in each hand 
and two diamonds. 
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By-Brant Parker& : JoMmiy Hart- • ■ 
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Something that you hao been 
■.ure would will indeed not happen 
However, on reflection you will 
find that to hjvc been for the he»t 
V ou should not take too much of 
im Thing for granted Be respectful 


Taurus 

ipm :i Mu .si 


You will have to go a Iiutc more 
easy with those small expenditures - 
they are mounting up to an outlay 
beyond your budget. Something 
you have learnt will now come into 
its own. Have a good laugh at your- 
self. Be sparing. 



Something you have been delay - 
mg should now be done without 
further procrastination. You 
should givcoi hers the benefit of thv 
doubt. Ensure that you get enough 
rest and lake sufficient exercise Be 
generous. 


Something you thought would 
happen will 'but not quite the way 
you had hoped. Yet things could 
h jve been a great deal worse. Make 
■sure you do not lake any needless 
health or other risks. Be kind. 


■i 

\AaA:? Leo 


Others will put themselves first 
and you would besiJly to expect any 
different. Make sure you do not 
leave anything lying about and do 
not make things easy for burglars. 
You should not be too hard on 
others, show a little more under- 
standing. Be forgiving 



You will tire easily and should 
make sure you get all the rest you 
need. However, do use a little more 
willpower and do make just that 
much of an extra effort. Do not 
wait for others to make the first 
move. Be helpful. 


Something to which you had 
been looking forward will not be 
quite as rewarding as you had 
hoped. You should make sure you 
keep your wits about you. You 
should reduce expenditure but not 
by skimping on essential repairs 
and maintenance. Be abstinent. 




I Scorpio j 
u - v* - I 


Something you had hoped would 
happen will but it could well hap- 
pen too late to make an appreciate 
difference. You arc more liable to 
make mistakes so beon the lookout 
for them. Do not place loo much 
reliance on others. Be pers- 
picacious. 



If you seek to have your cake and 
eat it you. too. will not succeed . T rv 
not to lead to sedentary a life take 
more exercise. Your lucky numbers 
are 4 and 2K. Show a little more 
goodwill towards others. Be bold 


Capricorn I 

Drr Jl - Jan I* I 


You will have the wind in your 
sails and you are heading in the 
right direction, too. However, you 
should make sure you do not sei 
yourself impossibly high targets 
Rely less on others, more on your- 
self. Be tactful. 


; 3 


\:i Aquarius 

V JHI H> |W 


\ ou wiil have some good luck in 
solar as you will not suffer the full 
con. eq uences of some foolish act of 
yours. If you think well of others 
you will be rewarded with a clear 
conscience. Take a little more caa* 
about your personal appearance 
Be moderate 


A Pisces 

• Irhi .V q.i.i. 


You would do well to exercise a 
til tie more commonsense. Avoid 
jumping to conclusions and do not 
rely on conjecture. Instead of ask- 
ing for Mill more you should Nr 
contended with what you have Be 
reasonable 
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"You can guess who’s paying for 
this lot ... ’wedding doughnuts. 111 


’Lifetime guarantee against 
speeding tickets." 
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DEAR laches. I want to buy your 
oW clothes for cash. i.e skirls, 
dresses etc. Good prices paid. 
For details telephone 2633756. 10 


AND ALUS, deluxe villa in good 
location. Two floors with open 
basement large reception halls, 
maid quarters, all CAC. Suitable 
for an executive or a diplomat 
Tele. 2552122 

(AT1-5208SWS) 


PIANO Yamaha, white, in very 
good condition. KD 400. Tele. 
Ahmad, 5759796. after 2 pm. 

(AT2-5209&-3) 
1 

iHkxv 


am-lpm-7pm-12mn. 

CAT2-521 03-3) 


HORRENT 


I Villas, half villas and 
I flats with swimming 
1 pool 


Teh 2401908 -2407677 
2451489-2451476 
FAX 2403260 

All Real Estate 


The 


Good News 

For all Indian Schools Stu de" 

Available and »«" laWe 

Mow gokle* baaed 

latest syllabus for cfowaiDyL»&MI 

Visit our shop or call on 5631 sz# 

NABLUS BOOKSHOP 

Issa Al Qataml St 

Near Indian School, (Senior), Salmlya 
Note: Shop Timing 6 am to 11 pm 


on 


ACCOMMODATION 


JABRIYA, 2 apartments in a villa 
— 3 bedrooms, living room, din- 
ing room and 2 bathrooms. Tele. 
5321630. after 7 pm. 

(AT2-52107-3) 


FLAT for sale in 
bedroom furniture, ak 
ers, washing machine, dishwa- 
sher and miscellaneous items. 
Tele. 4317144. 

CAT2-52122-3) 


2461063. before ^^.52065-3) 

. -rn AAt 


^ required. pr^ waUy 

after 4 pm. - ■- - 




Available 


FOR SALE 


THIRD European required to 

share a folly fomished 3 bedroom 

apartment in the Salwa area. Tete. 
4717911 ext 220 off. 5657673. 

901331 °- CAT2-521H-3) 


Boats 


For Rent 


18 Ft 150 HP Johnson, in very 
good condition. KD2£50. Tele. 
Moh'd, 9035061/2 1-3, 5650591/2 
4-8 pm. 

CAT2-52 105-3) 


ONE-YEAR-OLD Ikea fomiture, 
indoor plants, (arpeteandcurtain. 
rTT TV. VCR, microwave, vacuum 
cleaner, sewing machine, IBM 
compatible PC and printer, chil- 
dren toys, new clothes. Tele. 
3727688-92 ext 244. 9 am -2 pm. 
Mangaf Complex. Flat 421 . 

CAT2-52 106-2) 


NISSAN Patrol- 

tans, insured up to 

white, with 1 door.niS^^^ 
tion KD 1.400 or by instalment. 

Tele. 9020287. 


Wanted 




Pakistani: 

Hanif. 2413^0^^ 

p™- - \ 


Cars 


DlOORTODOOR 


S 3 AT 1 D 
(JlGAYA 

PHILIPPINES 


s 


483-9009 
4834689 
* FAST-RELIABLE * 


DOODAI 

CARGO 


mabuhay 


!T!T» 


Door-to-Door Service 
by Sea and Air 


Contort Baby 

Shnwaikh 4837650^1 



GENERAL 
| SERVICE. 


For all your shifting with 

tronsporiatioa painting, wall 
papering carpet & villa cleaning 

We are at your service, with 

stalled waters. We are also 
buying and selli ng furnitu re. 

Contact: Mr Stanley 
Tel: 4748877-4769219 
Al Mawaslm Trdg. 


SURRA. Block 5. 2-storey deluxe 
house, 7 rooms and large mutnaq 
C3 rooms, kitchen, washing room), 
and a large garage, with central 
air-condition. Tele. Jamal. 
261 7931. 2-5 pm; 2426942 10 am- 

1pm ' (ATI -52091-3) 


Miscellaneous 


ELECTRONIC items for sate — 
TV, video, stereo with cabinet and 
double cassette stereo etc. All in 
excellent condition. Good price. 
Tele. 563481 7. Sutaiman Juma 

CAT2-52 124-3) 


HYUNDAI Stellar Prime 20. 
1987. AC. folly automatic, in very 
good condition, KD1.150, 
negotiable, cash. Tele. Hisham. 
57 1 0030. 1 pm - 3 pm only. 

CAT3-52112-3) 


mg ^^Fregoss of Niaz 

Mehbuba Fer dous.- Fincto; pte ase 

contact Bangtede*^^^^ 

PASSPORT. No- 3835®. jnthe 

name of Joseph Philip Feriar^M. 

Indian. Finder please tele. 
5313227 (ATI -52094-3) 


lilSCELUNEOUf 


VILLA. New modem of 4 
bedrooms, each one bath inside 
and wall cupboards, carpeted & 
curtains, living room, all marble, 
heated and cooled swimming 
pod. Rent very reasonable. Tele. 
4744266. 

CAT3-52125-3) 


SOFA set 6 pcs. 5 -door war- 
drobes, dining table, Ikea break- 
fast table, kitchen cabinets, 
vacuum cleaner. ACs. electric 
grill carpets, etc. Tete. ZJ-L Bur- 
ney. 3622835. 10 am - 4 pm. 

(ATI -52086-3) 


JAGUAR J6. 1 985. in a mint con- 
dition. KD2000. for owner. 
KD2150 for a company. Tete. 
5736396 

(AT652101-2) 


NISSAN Sumy. 1985. light blue, 
automatic, with 4 doors, AC, 
stereo. 60.000 kms in very good 
condition. KD800. Tete. 5638562 
(AT2-52Q98-3) 


FOR RENT 

New deluxe villas, 
part of villas and 
apartments in all 
areas of Kuwait. 

Tel. 2641914 
AINojemAIThalattil 
Office 


AL-SAQIYA 
FOR RENT 

Villas, half villas 
and flats with 
swimming pool or 
without; in ail 
areas of Kuwait. 
Tel: 2621391/ 
2621390 _ 
Mohammed SMhada 



Step into the future 




AC 

mechanics 

With 5 years' 
experience 
Tel. 2431481- 
2431482 


LEARN ABOUT COMPUTERS 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
RAMADAN SPECIAL 

25% DISCOUNT 


| COURSE 


HOURS FEES 


is 


INTRODUCTION to QW OC 
data mint <0 

ooo OOOUMIOW B 

MORDMIOCU*9IClUUMfiUU.I K 

Nino to lotus ia » 

wTflotsaBuen a ™ 

PHASE PSOCn.lMWB K too 


REQUIRED 


A qualified nurse 
for a private dental 
clinic 


Con: 5333428 
2-5 am 




IMMEDIATE 

SALE 

A running car's ; 
workshop near Indian 
and Pakistani School 
Salmiya having licence 
for oil change, tyre 
puncture and electrical 
repairs. 

Tel: 4315446 



Required for 

_ a 

health 

CLUB 

— Female fitness 
instructors 

— Female swimming 
teachers 

Please call: 5749162/ 
5749163 



AL MAJID SHIPPING AGENCIES 


PACKING & FORWARDING 


Of personal effects and other goods to Cochin, Bombay, 
Madras, Delhi, Mangalore; the Far East, European countries 
and USA by Full/Part containers. 


Please contact Freight Forwarding Section 
Tel. Nos: 2421439/2429399 


SAM GYE TANG 


The5WTigv»tanflis 
Inremadonal food wiy tamous 
tood In Seoul Korea Ladles 
like more ttib sam gye tana .. 
and stsmyra tood (or the man. 

Price KD5.000 Special 
price KD. 2750 

KOREAN 

R ESTAUR ANT 

in Cartton Tower Hotel 
Tel, dir. 2452758. Call Ur tOm 
2452740 -20 Bom 
( ext Korean Restaunml) 


r 


SWIMMING CLASSES 


at 


KUWAIT INTERNATIONAL HOTEL 


Leam swimming with our Austrian coach, Werner 
Luef. Courses available for various categories — 
for children as well as adults. On Sundays and 
Tuesdays or Mondays and Wednesdays. Classes 
begin 1st and 2nd April. 

Tel: 2530000 ext 8050 . 



At AL BABTAIN 



“A Magical And 
Moving Ride.’ 




KEVIN COSTNER 

Field qe 
Dreams 


a UNnCIBAl VIS4SC 


IjrfiUijf r l!liar i ia 

tie\iide®club 

SALMIAH. TEL. 5724372e SALHIYA COMPLEX. TH_ 2432809 
SAFEWAY FARWANIYA. TEL 4341 166 OF1NTAS TOWERS. TEL 3710218 


The All Real Estate 

Apartment and Floor 

2401908 - 2451476 

2407677 2451489 

JABRIYA 


Admiral FI 




m 


10 Years Guarantee 


for Washer Transmission 



Also available Washing Machine Dryer/ 
Dish Washer/Gas Cooker/Freezer 


Abdul Aziz Saud Al Babtain 


Mishari & Katrish Bldg. Tel: 2411782/2410419 



Oh, No! 

I am in 
trouWe.now ! 


I should 
have called 
Alghanim... 


No one does it better. 
The biggest LATA 
Freight agent in Kuwait. 


Alghanim 


Customer Services Tel. 


4745533 


H Sea-Freight 
Packing 

Fahaheel M23496/&- Sh«rq: 3480972/3 
Murgab 34 1 2S9S/24 1689 1 


4 BH) 4 BATH 
New 4 bed 3 bath 

3 bed 2 bath 
SALWA 

New5bed4bam 
New 4 bed 4 bath 
New 3 bed 2 bath 

MISHRIF 

1 floor 3 bed 3 bath 

2 floor 5 bed 3 bath 

BAYAN 

4 bed 3 bath with carpet 

and curtains, fei 

SURRA 

1 floor 4 bed 4 batti carpet 
and curtains 

Fax 2403260 


KD.450 

K.D.400 

K.D.350 


K.D.400 

K.D.350 

K.D.450 


K.D.400 

K.D.450 


K.D.500 


K.D.450 

Office time 8am-9pm J 
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AL MUTHANNA CITY 
PLAYGROUP 


“The Best English Nursery” 

REGISTER NOW FOR: 


New term starting April 21. 
Summerschool July and August. 
New academic year starting 
September 8. 

Fun and education all in one. 

Enjoy our spacious area with outside 
playground. 

Free parking. Transport available. 


Tha playgroup la affiliated to Kuwait English School. 

Al-Eluttionna City Playgroup, Al-Muthanna 
Complex, 

Block 6, Floor 1, Tel: 2428160 y[ 







WANTED 

IMMEDIATELY 


FOR 

POLYGLOT LANGUAGE INSTITUTE 

ENGLISH TEACHERS 

(NATIVE SPEAKERS ONLY, PLEASE) 
MUST HAVE ALREADY PERMISSION TO 
WORK. 


PLEASE CALL: 2416810— 3 am -1 1 pm 

2433620—8 pm -10 pm 

2414820-2431469-4- 0 Pm 


V 


-.V» &j'. » rtS 


■___l Original tin andal package ■ . 

I nteg rated written in DBoseHwtfft manual. KD 29/- arty (new version arrived). 


rD i | ffXnORG 1 OPERATED 16 BIT 
CPU I 0 U 400 I IBM COMPATIBLE 











<ATg52i06-3)^; f 


SERVICES 


SITUATIONS 


Tuition 


Vacant 


MAID required for anJEngWh 

fam ily.Toliv & in.Tete T SK^e. 2 ) 


PHYSICS. Maths arid Checnstry. p 
•O' level, ’A'levdandhigherite^^t;.: 
ses CStd IX to efo 
City, (behind 1 - GPO)^' iTofo-L.'L 
2422246. ' -a 'ft. 


HOUSE MAD required.Sri Lan- 
kan fora small Indian family with 1 
year old child. atFarwaniya. Must 
speak English. Residence can be 
arranged. Tete. 4768354. ^ 

CAT2-52096-3) 


a girl studying^Ahierit^^ 
school. Tete 
2464972. • 


Al Ibrahim 
Taxi 

Tel. 2400013. 
2400014, 2400015 


Tcuwaniya branch 

Tel. 4745600. 
4748900 






IBAKAWdmG 




piRMW^f0m 





r-r-s 

Al-Naaeeb & KhattarCb. 

Airfreight your personal Effects 


- /. ■ - • . •• • 1 1 1 -'; - rr ^ C -S- • • * 



EXPERIENCED W.fiONAl. COMPUTER 
TECHNICIAN 

MUST HAVE CAR AND TRANSFERABLE 
RESIDENCY 

1 EL; 2414585-2422309 



jC^m^t^enis willl 



for full details call 


AL-WAZZAN STORE 

■Hr 4816232, 4833692 4*39749,4339753 
FAX 4333693 TELEX 231 51 - SAHNI 
CANADA DRY STREET SHUWAIKH 


There has never been a camera 

like the A2- 200 Super Zoom - 

from Olympus. - SU PER ZQOtTI ; ; 

Because the AZ-200 Super Zoom isn't just V ’ 

another 35mm camera with a 2x zoom lens.- ft's au 
remarkable new full-auto camera featuring the ...- - '■ 
world s first built-in variable- pov»« 3 r flash. An infra^ ■. . 
red remote controller. And a reliable new multi-spot ' r ■■ : 
autofocusmg system. All enclosed in a compact... ' : 
lightweight body with sleek Olympus lines. •- - 

The AZ-200 Super Zoom - the new full-auto : . . : 
zoom that's in a class by itself. ' ... •.> 


Soie Agents 



Al Gaith Bldg., Fahad Salem St. Tel* 241472a'' - ■; 
Al Awqaf Bldg.. Fahad Salem St T^24147^ ^ ‘ 
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Arsenal keep title hopes alive 


- . w W . ■ -w». m i V V V L I U W I I W Js^ V W VA * ■ v w 

Rush helps Liverpool regain lead 

■PJJP9.N' A j? ril - l \ Reuier: goals from David Hirst in the Milfcall l 0><uiP 


LONDON. April 1, Reuter: 
Liverpool scored twice in ihe last 
lr n^nutes. the second coming 

Pn?i«Kc- 10 re S ain U» 

7 rsl Division leadership 
with a 3-2 victory over Southam- 
pton yesterday. 

A thunderous 20-metre drive 
oy former Liverpool player 
JJmmy Case gave Southampton 
a 2-1 lead in the49lh minute, but 
ap own goal and Rush’s decisive 
right-foot strike sent Liverpool 
Pack on lop on goal difference 
from Aston Villa. 

But their tenure of the top spot 
may be short-lived as Villa, who 
have played one game more, will 
replace them if they beat lowly 
Manchester City Monday. 

Champions Arsenal kept alive 
their hopes of retaining the title 
with a 1-0 triumph over Everton 
which moved them to within six 
points of the top. 

At the lower end of the table, 
Manchester United eased their 
relegation worries with a 3-0 
home victory over Coven try with 
two goals by Mark Hughes and 
one from Mark Robins. 

When John Barnes headed 
Liverpool ahead in the 14th min- 
ute, tne title favourites seemed to 
be well on the way towards aven- 
ging a 4-1 League defeat at 
Southampton last October. 

But Southampton had neglec- 
ted to read the script. They never 
looked overawed and Paul 
Rideout headed an equaliser in 
the 35th minute before Case 
rifled them ahead just after the 
interval. 

The equaliser came in the 78 th 
minute when a cross from Peter 
Beardsley was deflected into the 
Southampton net by captain 
Kevin Moore. Four minutes 
later Rush completed Southam- 
pton's misery with the winning 
goal. 

Liverpool have eight League 
matches left while Villa have 
seven. _ 

Papin helps 
Marseille 
close gap 

PARIS. April Reuter): Jean- 
Pierre Papin grapped his third hat- 
trick of the season yesterday to put 
Marseille back in touch with French 
League leaders Bordeaux and boost 
his side in advance of Wednesday's 
European Cup semifinal with Ben- 
fica. 

Papin, whoscored threein'Marsei- 
Ue's last home game againsl Toulon 
two weeks ago. struck in the 16th, 

8 1st and 88th minutes as his side 
stylishly dismissed Lille 4-1. 

Marseille's English winger Chris 
Waddle had given the Mediterran- 
ean Club the lead in the 14th minute. 
Lille’s consolation goal was scored 
by Alain Fiard after 56 minutes. 

The victory enabled Marseille to 
dose the gap with Bordeaux to two 
points after the leaders were surpr- 
isingly held to a goalless draw at 
Mul ho use. who were bottom of the 
table. , , 

Marseille were ihe only club from 
the top six to win at the weekend. 
Third-placed Monaco drew 0-0 in 
Nantes, three places lower.on Friday 
night. 

Sochaux were beaten 2-0 in Mont- 
pellier where on-farm striker Enc 
Cantona scored both goals to take 
his tally for the week io Tour. He also 
scored twice in France's 3-1 win i over 
Hungary in Budapest on Wednes- 

Lyon. in fifth place, surprisingly 
lost 1-0 at home to Cannes who had 
to play the second half with 10 mcn 
after J nan Herrero was sent oil. 



Rush: scored a laie goal 


Arsenal sustained their 
challenge thanks to Alan Smith's 
first goal since New Year's Day. 
but their display was disappoint- 
ing against unadventurous 
opposition. 

Smith scored in the 21 si min- 
ute but through Everton Goalk- 
eeper Neville Southall saved 
superbly from Nigel Winterbum 
and Kevin Campbell before the 
break, be bad only one save to 
make through the entire second 
half — off smith three minutes 
from time. 

Arsenal, too, have only seven 


games remaining. 

Tottenham moved ahead of 
Everton into fourth place on goal 
difference by beating Sheffield 
Wednesday 4-2 as striker Gaiy 
Lineker, England's scorer in 
their 1-0 midweek defeat of 
Brazil, connected twice within 
two minutes in the second half. 

First a header then a lob over 
the keeper brought Spurs from 2- 

1 down to 3-2 ahead and Paul 
Stewart's late goal completed a 4- 

2 victory. 

Earlier, Paul Allen scored for 
Spurs in the third minute before 


goals from David Hirst in the 
21st minute and Dalian Atkin- 
son in the 52nd pul Wednesday 
2-1 ahead. 

Chelsea trail Everton only on 
goal difference after their 1-1 
draw with Derby. Northern 
Ireland striker Kevin Wilson 
scored for Chelsea against his 
former dub in the 5th minute and 
Mick Harford equalised in the 
84th. 

Manchester United reaped a 
rich dividend from the return to 
first team action ofEngland mid 
fielder Neil Webb after seven 
months recovering from a tom 
Achitles tendon. 

He provided balance and com- 
posure in midfield while Hughes 
supplied the class up from. 

Hughes got the first goal in the 
26th minute and the second in the 
36th after fine work by Webb, 
chesting down a superb cross (o 
blast home his 13tn goal of the 
season. 

United had beaten Coventry 
4-0 in October, but despite yes- 
terday's score it was not all one- 
way traffic. Goalkeeper Jim 
Leighton made a string of fine 
saves, two off Cyrille Regis and 
two off David Speedie. 

United are now five points 
clear of the bottom four, three of 
whom will be relegated. One of 
those seems certain to be Mill- 
wall, five points adrift of thepack 
after a 2-1 home defeat by Crys- 
tal Palace. 

Charlton kept their slim 
survival hopes alive with a 1-0 
win over Queen's Park Rangers 
that brought them within three 
points of ihree-from-bottom 
Luton, who lost 2-0 at Norwich. 

Results 


English DmsmiOK 
Arsenal 1 Everton 

Cturlion 1 QPR 

Chelsea 1 Derby 

Liverpool 3 Southampton 

Manchester U 3 Coventry 


Miliv-all I Crystal ? 2 

Norwich 2 Luton 0 

Nulls hares! ft Wimbledon I 

ShdlieU Wed 3 Tottenham 4 

PLiytng lolly. Avion Villa v Manche- 
ster L'tty 

English Division T»o 
Rjmvlev 1 Oxford 0 

Bradford 0 Sunderland I 

Hull ft West Bromwich 2 

Middlesbrough I Oldham 0 

Newcastle 2 Brighton 4 

Plymouth 1 Ipswich 4 


Portsmouth 

Stoke 

Swindon 

tVallurd 

WcsT Ham 

Wolves 


2 Bournemouth 

0 Sheffield U 

1 Leicester 

3 Blackburn 

2 Port Vale 
1 Leeds 


Eaghsh Dhraoci Three 
Brentford I Shrewsbury 


Bristol City 
Bury 
Cardiff 
Chester 


1 Mansfield 
0 Fulham 

2 Blackpool 
2 Bolton 


Huddersfield I Birmingham 

Northampton I Bristol R 


Preston 
Reading 
Rotherham 
Walsall 
Played Friday. 


2 Notts County 
I Ley i on O non i 
1 Crewe 
I Wigan 


Trjnmcn: 

”3 

Su-iosca 

English Dir burn Four 

Bumlc% 

4 

Doncaster 

Carlisle 

3 

Scarborough 

ChesierfidJ 


Gillingham 

Cofchctler 

i 

Scunthorpe 

Gnmsbv 

I 

Lincoln 

Hereford 


Exeter 

Maidstone 

3 

Southend 

Rochdale 

n 

Halifax 

Torquay 

l 

AJdershoi 

York 

1 

Hartlepool 

Piascd Friday: 



Cambridge 

1 

W'rexham 

Siockoon 

0 

Peterborough 

Scottish Premier Diraioo 

Dundee 

i 

Aberdeen 

Dunfermline 

0 

Dundee U 

Hibernian 

1 

Hearts 

S( Mirren 

n 

Molherutf/ 

Playing today: Rangers v Celtic 

Scottish Division One 

Albicfti 

i 

Meadow bank 

Alina 

i 

Hamilton 

Falkirk 

n 

Morion 

Furfur 

2 

Clyde 

Pailick 

4 

Clydebank 

Xailh 

5 

Avr 

St Johnstone 

3 

Airdrie 

Scottish Diriskw Two 

Berwick 

3 

Dumbarton 

Kilmarnock 

•y 

Brechin 

Montrose 

{i 

Easi Fife 

Queen ofS 

1 

E Stirling 

Queens Park 

3 

Stirling 

Sienhousemuir 

1 

Arbroath 

Stranraer 

1 

Cowdenbeath 


Italy edge Switzerland in friendly 


BASLE, Switzerland, April 1. 
(Reuter): Luigi de Agostini 
ended a four-month goal 
drought for Itaty yesterday whed 
he scored from a free kick to give 
the World Cup hosts a 1-0 win 
over Switzerland in a soccer 
friendly . 

"Italy, the 1982 World Cup 
champions, last won in Novem- 
ber when they beat Algeria 1-0. 
They have since played scoreless 
draws against England. Argen- 
tina and the Netherlands. 

The young Swiss side had 
slightly the belter of the first half 
exchanges and Juventus striker 
Salvatore Schillaci, playing his 
first international, was well con- 
tained by the Swiss defence. 

Schillaci. who has scored 13 
League goals this season, squan- 
dered two chances to put Italy 
ahead early in the second half. 

In the 55th minute he shot 
straight at goalkeeper Martin 


xsuj&S&Psi fMr 









Switzerland's Maro Holttger (left) and Italy's Paolo Maldini go for the 
ball.(Reuler wirephoto) 

Brunner and nine minutes later The 25-year-old Sicilian made 
he skied a cross with only Brun- partial amends when he beat 
ncr to beat. three defenders with a brilliant 


Real, Barcelona win with depleted teams 


MADRID. April 1, (Reuter): Real Madrid and 
Barcelona both won their Spanish Soccer 
League matches yesterday despite fielding 
depleted teams in advance of next Thursday's 
Cup final. 

League leaders Real, who rested seven 
players, defeated Real Zaragoza 1-0 through a 
77th-minuie goal from Adolfo Aldana. 


Fourth-placed Barcelona, without six 
regulars, beat Sporting Gijon 2-0 away thanks 
to Ernesto Valverde who struck in the 47lh and 
'72nd minutes. 

Real’s Mexican striker Hugo Sanchez collec- 
ted a yellow card for complaining about the 
referee to a local radio station at halftime. 


solo run from midfield before he 
was brought down at the edge of 
the penalty area in the 68th min- 
ute; 

■ De Agostini netted from the 
free kick, sending a low drive 
skimming past Brunner diving to 
his right. 

Roberto Donadoni almost 
scored for the visitors in the 
second minute but his long-range 
drive from a free-kick nit the 
crossbar. 

I talian manager Azeglio Vidni 
made three substitutions early in 
the second half in a bid to open 
up the dogged Swiss defence and 
he was rewarded with De Agos- 
tini’s 68th minute strike. 

The Swiss swept back 
immediately and Alain Sutter 
came close in the SOlh minute. 

Four minutes before the final 
whistle Schillaci broke away 
again but his shot was cleared ofT 
the line. 

Anderlecht crash 

BRUSSELS, April t. (Reuter): 
Anderlecht were knocked ofT the top 
in the Belgian Soccer League yester- 
day when they crashed 3-0 ai home to 
champions Mechelen. 

After conceding goals by Marc 
Wihnots. Dutch international Joh- 
nny Bosnian and Pascal de Wilde. 
Anderlecht fell wo points behind 
club Bruges in the standings with six 
more rounds to be played. 
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VBF Stuttgart's captain Guido Buchwald cries out in pain after being fouled by Bayern Munich's Roland 

Grahammer. (Reuter wirephoto) 

Leverkusen stay in title hunt 


BONN. April 1, (Reuier): A 
second-half goal by defender 
Martin Kree kept Bayer Leverk- 
usen firmly in the hunt for the 
West German Soccer Cham- 
pionship with a 2-1 win over 
Bochum yesterday. 

Kree struck in the 61st minute 
against his former dub to earn 
second-placed Leverkusen two 


vital points and keep them just 
three pointr adrift of Bayern 
Munich. The League leaders 
beat VBF Stuttgart 3-1 . 

With seven game left. Leverk- 
usen now look like the only learn 
capable of preventing the 
European Cup semifinalists 
from retaining their title after 
third-placed Cologne's I- 1 draw 


at Nuremberg. 

Results 


Wcnler B 
Nuremberg 
Bom v;ij M 
Raiser la utern 
Bajcrn Munich 
Buyer L 
Si Pauli 

Played on Friday 
Fonunj D 
Borusaia 


2 Ham burg 1 

1 Cologne 1 

OKarlsruhc 0 

2 Bayer U I 

3VBF Stuttgart I 

2 Bochum 1 

2Einiracht F 2 

1 Horn burp 0 

IWaldhor 0 


Kay clinch crown 

COACH Lee Ehret's Kay and Associations team won the spring K1SL 
championship Friday the hard way: beating two strong teams. KU and the 
Eagles. At the start of the day. Kay and the Eagles were tied for first with 
one loss each. In the early game, the Eagles defeated All-Japan. 9-3. Kay 
then came from behind to take KU. 12-7. and closed out the season by 
thumping the Eagles. 10-1. 

The Bazookas- Eagles game was scoreless for 3-1/2 innings before coach 
and pitcher Al Rodier’s team scored four in the fourth. Jim Smith led ofT 
reaching on an error, Dan Proctor doubled. Jeff Jugar singled home the 
first two. Skip Stombaugh singled and James Alderman doubled home two 
more. In the sixth, the Eagles got their other five, as Proctor led olTwitha 
homer down the right field line, and with one out Rodier. Stombaugh. 
Alderman. Dan Hudson and Danny Nelson all singled. 

All-Japan scored one in the fifth as pitcher Watanabe singled to right 
centre and came all the way around on an error. The Bazookas got two 
more in the sixth as Morikuni reached safely on an error and with one out 
Kato and Shiba singled. 

The KU-Kay game was a carbon copy of the teams' previous match, as 
KU ledalmostalltheway. before fizzling, while Kay pul it away with clutch 
hitting to score six in theTast rafting; Kay pitcher Fritz Careeroti held KU to 
five harmless singles and no runs over the Iasi four inniugs. Shortstop 
Robby Robinson made two outstanding fielding plays in the fifth and 
seventh innings with men on base to stop KU rallies. 

K Li scored one in the first as Dave Cbeckie walked leading off and with 
two out Karl Anderson doubled and Doug Clark singled one home. KU 
opened a 7-1 lead after 2-1/2 innings. With one out in the second, pitcher 
Clarence Jabs singled, Vic Mason reached safely on an error, and Jassim 
Yahia and Checkieeacb singled home one. KU got four more in the third as 
Anderson led ofT with a single. Clark reached on an error and with two out 
Jabs singled home one and Mason singled in another, with two more 
scoring on an error. 

Kay started its comeback in the bottom of the third with three runs. 
Cameron and Robinson doubled. Reagan Miller tripled and Bob Nichol- 
son singled. Kay narrowed it to 7-6 in the fourth as Ehret doubled leading 
off and John Cox was safe on an error. With one out Clem Hall singled 
home one and with two outs Robinson singled borne another. 

Kay scored six in the bottom of the sixth, as the first six men led ofT with 
hits. Lee EhreL Cox. Stanley d' Souza, Stanley EhreL and Cameron all 
singled. Robinson doubled with the bases loaded, and ihe last two runs 
came in on sacrifice flies. 

Kay made it look easy in the season finale, scoring five runs each in the 
second and fourth innings. In the second, Kay benefited from two errors 
and singles from Tom Donnelly, Lee Ehret. Cox and Clem Hall. In the 
fourth, Ehret led ofT with a triple. Cox singled him home, D’ Souza was safe 
on an error and Hail walked to load the bases with none out. After pitcher 
Rodier speared Cameron's screamer up ihe middle for the first out. 
Robinson unloaded a smash to the right -centerfield fence for an inside-the- 
park grandslam homer, to sink the Eagles' last hopes. 

Pitcher Cameron gave up only one walk, to Alderman leading ofT the 
second, and he scored for the Eagles' only run. The Eagles got seven hiis: 
from Jugar (single and triple), Hudson (single). Rodier (single), Alderman 
(single). Royer (single) and Proctor (double). Cameron made two key tags 
at the plate, cutting down Jugar in ihe fourth trying to stretch his triple, and 
Smith on Proctor's double in the sixth. 

Next Friday will be the one-day K1SL double-elimination tournament, 
with each batter receiving only one pilch. Players should contact Lheir 
managers for details about game times and rules to be followed. 


UNLV and 
Duke move 
into finals 

DENVER. Colo.. April 1, 
(Reuter): It will be the University 
of Nevada. Las Vegas. Rebels 
and the Duke Blue Devils playing 
for the National College Basket- 
ball Championship here on Mon- 
day night. 

Duke defeated Arkansas. 97- 
83. in the first game of yesterday's 
National Collegiate AthJethic 
Association Basketball Cham- 
pionship semifinals, earning a 
spot in the title game for the 
fourth time. 

In the second contest. UNLV 
came from behind with a strong 
second half defensive effort to 
down Georgia Tech, 90-81. The 
Rebels and coach Jerry Tarkan- 
ian will be playing in their first 
championship game. 

In the opener, Duke broke 
open a see-saw game by outscor- 
ing Arkansas 1 5-2 in the final five 
minutes. The Blue Devils were led 
by Phil Hernderson's 28 points 
and Christian Laettner's 19 
poimsand 14 rebounds. 

Scored 

UNLV grabbed an early 18-10 
lead in the nightcap, and they 
were paced in the first half by 
Larry Johnson's l3points. 

But Georgia Tech was not 
afraid to run with UNLV. Dennis 
Scon scored 20 of his game-high 
29 points in the first half, and the 
Yellow Jackets look a 35-34 lead 
on a jump shot by Kenny Ander- 
son. 

Georgia Tech maintained its 
lead Tor the remainder of the half 
and enjoyed a 53-46 intermission 
advantage. 

The Yellow Jackets failed to 
make another basket until six 
minutes had elapsed intbe second 
half. UNLV outscored Tech 10-1 
to open the half, and the Rebels 
soon moved out to a 63-57 lead. 

Georgia Tech cut the margin to 
76-74 behind the leadership of 
Brian Oliver and Anderson, who 
wound up with 24 and 16 points 
respectively. 


Nissan, Al Ghanim, KDD, EEI and KPBC score contrasting victories 


UM AL BABTAIN. Al 
im Freight & 

■Kuwait Danish Dairy, 
nd KPBC won their res- 
s assignments m Fndav s 
es of the ongomgKPBL- 
lit Pinoy Basketball 
e lst-Conference Tour- 

an Al Babtain clinched 
i place with a hairline yic- 
ver the hard fighting Kay 
Ddates quintet, final score 

7-R6 Kav & Associates 

Mheir hearts out and 
t extended their besiofj 

into a rubber match « 

SEsfls 

iVS«r52 

'Marin 19 Alvendia 16, 
3 M r the Mabuhay 

flStaS*! Babkin Co. 


Kuwait. 

AI Ghanim Freight & Travel 
registered their 1st win in the 
consolation round with a 97-99 
blowout of KRP. Halftime 
score stood at 44-42 in favour of 
Al Ghanim, as the KRP 5 
(though missing the services of 
its ace playmaker “Speedy 
Bolito”) played intense basket* 
ball io keep their opponent at 
bay. In the next 20 minutes of 
the game. Al Ghanim found the 
right combinations and man- 
aged to score 53 points as 
against KRP s 35. 

When the final horn sounded, 
it was a 20-point win by Al 
Ghanim to up their chances of 
finishing 1st m the consolation 
round. Leading scorers for the 
winning team were Dayao 20, 
Macataneay 18, Ungco 16, 
Velasco 15 and Galicia 12. KRP 
was led by Osorio 21, Maludio 
18, Carlos IZ De Jesus 6 and 
Jumediao 6. The Mabuhay Best 
Player of the Game was Jojo 
Dayao. 

In the 3rd game of the day, 
KDD-Kuwaii Danish Dairy 
survived the late surge of 
Overland to register their 2nd 
victory in as many outinglkin the 
consolation round. KDD was 
saved by Ledo Dominguez’ 2 
free-throws (One-On-One) off a 
blocking foul charged on OTC s 
Martinez with a second left m 
regulation play. It was a bad 
foul by Martinez as time had 
almost expired and Dominguez 
couldn’t have made the shot 
either as he was outbalanced 



The Nissan Al Babtain squad 


The Al Ghanim team who beat KRP 


and way out of his shooting 
range, in the ensuing play, 
Dominguez, a 27 year-old field 
supervisor of Boom Trading & 
Contracting Co„ cooly sank his 
1st attempt to save his team 
from the OTC never say die 5. 

Final score was 95-93 (Half- 
time 51-38 KDD). KDD 
however suffered a major set- 
back as one of its players was 
thrown out of the game for 
untolcrable conduct and assuch 
has been served a one-game sus- 
pension. The leading score res 
for KDD were Dominguez 22, 


Ramirez 18. Linganay 16, and 
Rue 1 1 . OTC was paced by Billy 
Ray-Hulk Hogan Navarro 30, 
Pineda 14, Martinez 13, Moya 
10 and Villa 8. The Mabuhay 
Best Player of the Game was 
Godofredo Dominguez of 
KDD for his consistency in the 
entire ballgame. 

KPBC proved their mastery 
over the Mr X led KHC-Bayan 
with a 99-87 win over the latter. 
It was the 2nd straight win of 
KPBC in the Championship 
Round to arrange a winner take 
all bout against EEI for the. lst- 


Conference KPBL pendant. It 
was not a total loss for KHC, as 
they gave the dominating 
K PBC 5 a run for their money in 
the last minutes of regulation 
play, halftime tally stood at 51- 
37 in favour of KPBC. Top 
scorers for KPBC were the Car- 
nation Baby-Domingo 17, 
Macho Man-Casiro 1 1. Argan- 
oza 14, the Foreigner-Serrano 
14 and De La Cruz 9. KHC- 
Bayan in its 2nd loss in as many 
outings was again led by Mr X- 
Ortega 30, Abubo 16, Jose II 
and Zagaia 7. The Mabuhay 


Best Player of the Game was 
The Macho Man from Adan- 
Edwin Castro, a heavy equip- 
ment operator of £! Hoss 
Engineering- Ahmadi . 

The 5th and last game of the 
day was won by EEI over Trico. 
fina I score ws 1 2 1 - 1 09. In the 1 st 
20 minutes of play, Trico looked 
very impressive and from all 
indications at that time, an 
upset was in the making, half- 
time tally was 58-54 in favour of 
Trico. In the second half, both 
teams played serious basketball 
realising that the victor .would 


have a shot at the title against 
KPBC. 

In the end game. EEI dis- 
played better composure, wisely 
selecting their shots and taking 
cane of their turnovers. Trico’s 
woes were compounded with 2 
successive turnovers which EEI 
capitalised on to seal the title 
aspirations of the former. A fter 
40 minutes or exciting action, 
EEI prevailed and the final 
score was 121-109. 

It was another high-scoring 
ball game and EEI was led by 
Zalavarria 38, Tuadles 25, Din- 


gson 20, Lugo 1 9 and Garda 1 3. 
Trico was gallantly led by 
Menes 27, Reyes 25, Babierra 
23, Vargas 13, Atienza 9, and 
Calaycay 9. The Mabuhay Best 
Player of the Game was for the 
2nd time MrTony Zalavarria, a 
warehouseman for 1MCC. 
Tony is 31 years old, 5' 10” tall, 
and hails from Tacloban City. 

“KPBL championship dav” 

This coming Friday, April 6, 
1990, promises to be another 
exciting basketball fun-filled 
day as the KPBL winds up its 
I si-Conference Tournament 
schedules. The schedules are as 
follows: 

3:00 pm KPR vs Overland, 
(consolation round): 4:30 pm 
KDD vs Al Ghanim, (consola- 
tion round); 6:00 pm Trico vs 
KHC-Bayan. (championship 
round): 7:30 pm KPBC vs EEI. 
(championship round); 9:30 pm 
Awarding ceremonies. 

“Free bus rides" 

Free bus rides, courtesy of the 
cargo specialists-Trico Inter- 
national will again be provided 
to all KPBL patrons starting 
2:30 pm and every hour there- 
after till 1 0:30 pm. 

"KPBL meeting” 

A KPBL meeting is again 
scheduled Tor today, Monday, 
at the Mabuhay Restaurant. 
Fahd Al Salem St, Kuwait City 
at exactly 8:00 pm. All members 
of the KPBL Board of Gover- 
nors are requested to attend the 
said meeting which will centre 
on the KPBL’s future activities- 
2nd conference. 
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Seles and Maleeva cruise into 


SAN ANTONIO, April I, (Reuter): 
Second-seeded Monica Seles of 
Yugoslavia and Manuela Maleeva of 
Switzerland won yesterday and will 
face each oLher in the finals of the 
5225,000 US Women’s Hardcoort 
Tennis Championships. 

Seles, ranged fourth in the world, 
beat American Rosalyn Fairbank- 


Nideffer 6-3 6-0 and Maleeva 
defeated American Lori McNeil 6-0 
6-4. 

Seles took a 3- 1 lead on two service 
breaks. But Fairbank-NidefFer held 
serve at love and closed to 3-2. Seles 
held the next game, but Fairbank- 
Nideffer countered with another love 
game to bring the score to 4-3. 


The second set was no contest as 
Seles used effective passing shots and 
volleys to capture the one-hour, two- 
minute match. 

Maleeva had Utile trouble with 
Mcneil. ranked 54th in the world, in 
the opening set, taking n in 21 mm- 

Ut Ui the second set. McNeil, who 


upset top seeded Gabriela Sabatmi of 
Argentina on Thursday in the first 
round, held serve and dosed to 4-3. 

Maleeva hit a forehand down the 
middle and took a 5-3 lead on her 
serve. But McNeil countered the next 
game and smacked a wide passing 
sholto close to 5-4. 

I n the 1 0th game of the set, McNeil 



tennis 



led Maleeva 40-0, but Maleeva 
brought it to deuce. McNeil took the 
advantage next point but Maleeva 
again brought the score to deuce. 

Maleeva had match point on a fore- 
hand volley, but hii a wide forehand 
the next shot. She took control, 
however, by smacking a forehand 
passing shot for advantage-in and 


captured the match on the next point 
with another passing shot. 

“1 tried to keep her away from the 
net," said Maleeva, who lost in the 
finals of a Chicago women’s tour- 
nament to Martina Navratilova in 


■We’re both backwwt 


nuais oi a t-wcagu wuww« » — Ca 1« and Maleeva nave praycu 
nament to Martina Navratilova in . - • „ ^ 16-year-okiSdeshas 

February. “I was passing very well. I ^ has not dropped 

felt I could pass from any position if I wo ^ ^ 23-year-ol d Maleeva. 

had to.” — — — * 




Yugoslav star 

BELGRADE, April 1. (Reuter): Star 
midfielder Dragan Stojbovic will 


have to earn hisplace in the Y ugosjav 


squad for ihe World Cup soccer fin- 
als in Italy, national team coach Ivica 
Osim said yesterday. Osim. unhappy 
with Stojkovic’s contribution in the 
goalless draw with Poland on Wed- 
nesday, complained that he was 


"playing too much like a superstar 
rather (nan 


rather than an able midfielder who 
should feed his team males." 

Woodlands Open 

WOODLANDS, Texas, April !. 
(Reuter): Hal Sutton and David Peo- 
ples tied fora three-stroke lead at 1 1- 
under-par 1 33 after two rounds of the 
SI million. rain-shortened 
Woodlands Open men's golf tour- 
nament yesterday, 

Australian golf 

MONTPELLIER. France. April I. 
(Reuter): Golfer Wayne Riley 
needed a driver of a different kind 
after holing in one at the AGF Open 
yesterday. Riley’s acc with a nine iron 
at the 151-yard 16th won him a 
£20,000 (S3 3 ,000) car. But the Aus- 
tralian was unable to drive the vehicle 
away — be lost his licence for drink- 
ing and driving just two weeks ago. 

Cup sites 

ROM E, April 1 . ( Reuter): Construc- 
tion workers in Turin will stage a 
four-hour strike on Tuesday to 
protest against inadequate safety on 
World Cup building sites and try to 
hal t what a union leader called a 
programmed slaughter. 

Rebel tours 

JOHANNESBURG. April 1, 
(Reuter): South African cricket chief 
A Li Bacher yesterday signalled the 
end of the boycott-breaking rebel 
tours which have angered anti-apar- 
theid movements over the past 
decade, “in my opinion the era of 
unofficial tours is now over. They 
liave served their purpose and now 
*e have to evolve a new cricketing 
structure in South Africa that 
mi braces all so ihai wc have a com- 
non future, common goals and com- 
non pride." Bacher said in a 
ta (cineot. 


Final appearance 

CRASS MONTANA. Switzerland. 
April 1, i APh Some 6.000 fans lined 
the slopes yesterday to bid farewell to 
four-ume world champion Pimun 
Zurbriggen on his final appearance 
before retiring from competition. 


McGirt wins 

ATLANTIC CITY. New Jersey. 
April !. fAPt: Buddy McGirt. the 
IBFs No. 2 ranked welterweight, 
stopped Tommy Ayers in the second 
round of a scheduled 10-round fight 
yesterday. 


Freestyle wrestling 

TOLEDO. Ohio. April l.iUPIfcThe 
United States took seven of 10 bouts 
from Turkey and the Soviets won all 
10 from Canada in yesterday's first 
round of the World Cup of freestyle 
wrestling. 


Hockey tourneys 

BRUSSELS. April 1. (Reuter): Aus- 
tralia wifi stage the men's World Cup 
hockey tournament in 1994 and 
Ireland will host the women's event, 
the International Hockey Federa- 
tion said yesterday. 


Rugby sevens 


HONG KONG, April 1. (Reuter): 
Results in the Hong Kong Sevens 
rugby union tournament on Sunday: 
Quarterfinals 

New Zealand 20 Scottish Bor- 
derers 12 

British Barbarians 18 Western 
Samoa 10 
Fiji 28 Tonga 12 
Wales 16 Australia 10 
Semifinals 

New Zealand 24 British Bar- 
barians 6 
Fiji 34 Wales 6 



Sumo wrestler 


pular Hawaiian-born sumo 
istler Konishiki shakes hands 
h a boy while walking along 
kyo's Ame-Yoko shopping 
area. (Reuter wi'ephoto) 


Grabb upsets Lendl 


Chang tames Reneberg 


CHICAGO, April 1, (Reuter): 
Jim Grabb, known more for his 
doubles than singles play, upset 
top-seed Ivan Lendl 6-3 6-4 yes- 
terday to advance to the finals of 
the 5500,000 Chicago men’s tea- 
ms to urn ament. 

Grabb will face second-seed 
and fellow-American Michael 
Chang, who battled his way into 
the final with a 7-6 (8-6) 0-6 6-4 
victory over Richey Reneberg. 

Chang fought back from dou- 
ble set point to force a tiebreaker 
to win the first set. The French 
Open champion and world num- 
ber nine totally dominated the 
second set. 

In the deciding third set, 
Chang broke Reneberg in the 
first game, goLbroken in the sixth 
and broke back in the pivotal 
ninth, putting Reneberg away 
with a devastating passing shot 
down the line as Reneberg char- 
ged the net. Chang then held 
service to clinch the match. 

The fifth seeded Grabb, 25, 
used a powerful serve and volley 
game to beat the world number 
one from Czechoslovakia. 

Grabb jumped out to an early 
3-0 advantage, breaking Lendl in 
the second game. He fronze 
Lendl with two passing shots 
down the line and then Lendl 
double faulted. 



Chang: to face Grabb in final 

Up 5-2, Grabb led 40-15 but Grabb’s hard forehand volley 


committed two unforced errors 
in trying to convert two set 
points. Pressing at deuce. 


went into the net and he mis-hit 
an attempted drop shot to lose 
the game. 


Down love-40 in the last game 
of the first set, Lendl rallied, 
returning serve like a rocket past 
Grabb who then double faulted 
and had an unforced error taking 
the game to deuce. Lendl missed 
the service return giving Grabb 
the advantage. Grabb’s fifth ace 
of the match for the first set win- 
ner left Lendl staring into space. 

Lendl held serve at love to start 
the second set and the crowd sen- 
sed a comeback. He dosed out 
third game with two aces, his 
second and third of the match as 
they both held through the fifth 
game. 

LJp 3-2, Grabb faced two 
break points and rushed the net 
t6 put away a tough volley and 
followed up with a cross court 
winner. His fifth ace of the match 
put him level at three. 

Grabb averted disaster again 
in the eighth game, staving off 
two more break points before 
saving it with his serve. 

Riding this momentum, and 
with Lendl appearing dishear- 
tened, Grabb broke Lendl to go 
up 5-4 as Lendl missed two 
volleys at deuce. 

Lendl could not handle 
Grabb’s serve m the last game, 
missing the first two serves and 
getting need on the next two as 
Grabb dosed him out quickly. 


Bilal Barqawi of Al Rashed Freight throwing the ceremonial bali 


Amy and Mansour 
win bowling titles 


By Sonny Mariano 


AFTER two weeks of gruelling elimination round, the finals of the Al 
Rashed Freight Open bowling tournament was held on Friday af the 
Holiday Inn bowling lanes. 

The tournament which started on March 17 was the first major 
tournament of PBAK this year and based on the number of bowlers who 
played in the elimination round, the bowling fever is back among the avid 
members of the association. 

Before the step-ladder finals, the top 24 among those who played in the 
elimination again played another 4-game series to determine the five 
finalists for men's and four for the women’s division. 

.After this long process or being in the finals, the champion in both 
divisions was known via the usual step-ladder finals. 


In the women's group, the top four were Bhe Guiamoy, Lynne Reyes, 
and Babes Penal osa while the elite group for (he 


Australia reach semifinals 


BRISBANE, Australia. April 1. (UPI): Australia 
surged to its 16th Davis Cup semifinal in 19 years 
today with a 3-2 win over New Zealand. 

Playing on grass at Milton Courts. Australia's 
Wally’ Masur was far too strong for New Zealand's 
Brett Steven, to win comfortably 7-5, 6-2. 6-4 and 
take Australia to an unbeatable 3-1 lead. 

New Zealand's Kelly Evemden hit back to beat 
John Fitzgerald in the ‘dead’ last rubber, which 
nevertheless was plaved in earnest. 7-5. 6-7 (8-10). 6- 
l. 

Australia will now meet either Argentina or West 
Germany in a semifinal to be played in Australia 
from September 21-23. with White City, Sydney, 
being lipped as the most likely venue, ahead of 
Penh. 

The host country went into today's second round 
with a 2-1 lead, with singles honours on the first day 
even, with Masur beating Evernden and Steven 
coming back from two sets down to beat Fitzgerald. 

Carr-UweSteebandhisWeslGerman team mates 
shrugged off the continued absence of Boris Becker 
and The disadvantage of playingon South American 
clay to take a 2- 1 lead over Argentina. 

Steeb’s pre-tie predictions that the reigning Cup 
champions could win again even without Wim- 
bledon and US Open champion Becker, had seemed 
over-confident before the team travelled to Buenos 
Aires for the world group tie. 

But the idea seemed less fanciful after an aggres- 


sive and impressive Steeb had beaten Argentina’s 
lop man Martin Jaite in a rubber held over from 
Friday and doubles pair Eric Jelen and Michael 
Slich had put West Germany 2- 1 ahead. 

Austria, the surprise of last year when they beat 
former champions Australia 5-0 on their world 
group debut, became the first nation to reach this 
season's semifinals with a remarkably easy win 
against Italy. 

Victory - by Austrian doubles pair Thomas Muster 
and Alexander Antonitsch gave the team an unas- 
sailable 3-0 lead and put them into the last four for 
the first time. 

But to reach the final for the first time, MusLerand 
his colleagues now have to get past either 28-time 
champions the United States or Czechoslovakia. 


The Czechoslovaks’ hopes of winning their lie 
were severely dented by a curious decision by cap- 
tain Frantisek Pala to use his singles players. Milan 
Srejber and Petr Korda, in yesterday’s’doubles in 
Prague. 

The duo were preferred to Tomas Smid and Karel 
Novacek. who had been expected to play Rick 
Leach and Jim Pugh, the world's top doubles pair, 
yesterday. 

But Srejber and Korda, a late replacement for 
injured Olympic champion Miloslav Mecir, were 
both tired after Friday’s singles, which had ended 1- 
1, and they were easily beaten 6-4 6-4 6-4 to put the 
Americans 2-1 ahead going into the final day. 


Navratilova 

eliminated 


HOUSTON. (API: Fourth- 
seeded Katerina Maleeva 
upset top-seeded Martina 
Navratilova 6-4, 2-6, 6-1 last 
night in a semifinal match in 
the Virginia Slims of Houston 
tournamenL 

Maleeva was to play third- 
seeded Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario in today’s champion- 
ship match. Vicario won a 
marathon. 3-hour match 
earlier yesterday over No. 2 
seed Zina Garrison, the 
hometown favourite. 

Garrison won the first set 6- 
7 on a 7-4 tiebreaker, but San- 
chez Vicario beat her in the 
next set 6-3. Sanchez Vicario 
was down 4-1 and then 5-3 in 
the third set but she battled 
back to force another 
tiebreaker that she won 9-7. 
The final score was 6-7 (4-7), 
6-3, 7-6 (9-7). 

Sanchez Vicario. ranked 
fifth in the world, said she 
grew weary during the match 
that lasted three hours. 


Amy Abdon, and Babes Penalosa while the elite group for the men 
consisted of Mansour A i Shari, Waieed AlZinki. Lando Caburao, Fade! 
Ibrahim and Ceiso Estrada. 

Going to the actual championship matches in the women’s divndod, 
Amy Abdon edged out Babes Penalosa in a close match which ended with 
a score of 172-161. After this inspiring win, Amy turned back Lynne 
Reyes who could not find the range via a lopsided score of I7Q-10&. These 
two victories carried Amv into the final confrontation with/ Bhe 
Guiamoy. the top qualifier' With mo men cum on her side, Amy easily 
subdued’ Bhe in the two-game final match and went home with rhetop 
prize and the champion’s trophy as welL . - v 

Id the men’s step-ladder finals, the first match was between Ceiso 
Estrada and Fade} Ibrahim. Ceiso who just recently emerged -as the 
champion in the Kuwait National Day Bowling Championstop showed 
w hat it takes to be a winner by disposing Ibrahim 201-1 82. Afterthiscasy 
march, Ceiso found a stiff competitor in die person of LandoCaborap 
more popularly known as the Banana King. With a F'tte bit of hick, Ceiso 
w on over Lando by only three pinfaDs 157-154: And if not for thefoul 
committed by Lando the result could have gone the other way around. It 
was now two down and to go for Cdso who had now to beat Waieed At 
Zmki to earn a- 1 * *t-v. 


To the dehghiof the crowd, Ceiso prevailed over Waieed 179-172 to set 
up a match ora rematch I should say because it was Mansour Al Shari 
whom be bear at KOC for the Kuwait National Day BowhngChampion- 
s hip title. Will history repeat itself or will Mansour get revenge for his 
previous setback was the question this final match would answer and just 
in one early stage of the match it was dear that Mansour would even up 
the score with Ceiso. The final score was 402-3 14 for Mansour- 
The final standings are as follows: ; > ■ ’ ., ■ 

Women’s division: Champion — Amy Abdon, 1st runner, up. Bhe 
Guiamoy. 2nd runner up, Lynne Reyes; 3rd runner up. Babes Penalosa; 
High Game — 226, Nila Alinea; High Series — - 760, Amy Abdon. 

Men’s division; Champion — Mansour Al Shatti, 1st runner up, Ceiso 
Estrada; 2nd runner up, WaJeed Al Zinki; 3rd runner inx Lando 
Caburao; 4th runner up. Fade! Ibrahim; High Game — - 246, Lando 
Caburao; High Series — 789, Nashat Hassan. 

After the successful staging of this tournament the PBAK would like 
to th an k Al Rashed Freight and Bilal Barqawi who sponsored this event. 
And for the smooth staging of the games and for their rime and effort, 
Simon Jude Rivera and Berne Guixnoy should be commended for a job 
well done. 


Norris 

knocks Oil 
Mugabr 


TAMPA, Fla., April ^{Retifer 
American Terry Nomsknoeke 
out defending champion Joti 
Mugabi of 13 ganda in tite-fic 
round yesterday, ito? win -Jh 
World Boxing Council sup€ 
welterweight 

The seventh- rahked^om: 
22, whacked Mugabi with 
thunderous left hook flushon th 
chin, sending the,Ugandan sla£ 
gering until he dropped . £0 J tl) 
canvas in itetip^hg-nunUie c 


ibi, 30, making his fin 
fence" snee: wininhgth 


Mi 
title 

title! _ . _ .. . __ rm 

the first round Tasi Juiy, took a 
eight count before tht fight cor 
tmued. ’ 'Vi\ Vj 
MugaW'iripd. to JzohLbffih 
Cast-<torging Norris, but wit 
just listKofereriwinihg in th 
round NotTB ria ught Mugat 
with a looping righthaud, send 
mg Mi^gau^wriagaiu: : . 

A. dazed Mugabi laid motion 
_ less on.the tnat fbr several min 
• utes. He.was countqi out at tw 
minifies and 47 secoqds.ofth 
■ round: ■’■■■}[ . •’ '/ -- : 

; - Norris,: who raised his reooxi 
to 25-3 stopped 

: danced around the ting as M 
handlers joined in celebration.. 

it Was MugabiV third Ios 
agamst 37 v^ories. .• 

^Mugabi ; was shiggish dt lh 
start, landi og few punches 
Mugabi landed a right hand ja 1 
.early m the round andNorri 
countered with a short jeft hooi 
Ihkt -isent 


. Wi th ms Tnbuthta^ -^^ fe 


******** I* V* i 

Wedtphrifent atihe:eonni^p 
eight Noriisjaii^aa^i^i^ 



Gaivano 

CAPO IXOtU^ANpO^; Sh 
April 1. (Reuter); Italy’s Maqh 
GaJvano won ihenewEnnjpe^ 
sujpef middleweight boxutj 
crown 7 , wh^ bo^jeat /Marl 
BCayiorof Britaiain; thefirst till 
fight; of the newly-created div 
ision early this morning. • 1 '•* : . 

GaIvano,26, collapsed on thi 
canvas in teats when his victor 
on points over ; the more 
experienced Britoivthree year 
his senior, was announced at th 
eiid of the- tig^bi, gruelling 12 
round bout in this Sicilia i 
seaside reiort. ■ . V 


Gower out for four, Barbados on top 


BRIDGETOWN, Barbados, 
April 1, Reuter Former captain 
David Gower, newly-recalled by 
England, managed just four runs 
in his first innings in half a year 
on the second day of a three-day 
cricket match against Barbados 
yesterday. 

England were dismissed for 
158 in their first innings — 209 
runs behind — after Eddie Hem- 
mings had precipitated a Bar- 
bados collapse at the start of the 
day with four wickets for seven 
runs. 

Barbados, who went from 34Q 
for four to 367 all out, declined to 
enforce the follow-on after 
removing England and were 67 
for one at stumps. 

Gower, covering the West' 
Indies lOUr as a journalist and 
broadcaster after be had been 
overlooked as a player, was draf- 
ted into the side because of 
injuries. 

He came in at number six after 
four wickets has gone for 56 and, 
with just one net this year, looked 
understandably uncomfortable 
in his 20- ball stay . 

Dropped at third slip off Vic- 
■tor Walcott when on three, 
Gower was out when he turned 
Tony Johnson off his legs but 
failed to keep the ball down, giv- 
ing a straightforward catch to 
Roland Holder at square leg. 
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David Gower 


Malcolm Marshall 


Nasser Hussain 


England will take considera- 
ble encouragement, however, 
from a superb innings from Nas- 
ser Hussain, who made an 
unbeaten 70 from 136 balls and 
played some fine shots. 


Ii was Hussain’s first innings 
in over a month, following a wrist 
injury, and his highest score of 
the tour. It included 12 fours. 

Hussain came in when fast- 
bowler Malcolm Marshall was in 
full flight after dismissing both 
openers. He played with increas- 
ing authority and put away vir- 
tually every loose ball he 
received. 

Marshall, like Hussain, was 
back in action after a long lay- 
off, having made his last 
appearance four weeks ago in the 
third one-day international 
when he broke a finger. 

Marshall ripped through the 
early order. Makeshift opener 
David Cape! was caught at third 
sup after edging one that lifted 
f? d him, while Alec Stewart 
^ aggressive 21 but was out 
when an attempted cut flew high 
fP 5°°^ S ^P where Carlisle Best 
held a brilliant catch. 


After Rob Bailey had been 
caught at first slip for only seven 
off Walcott, Marshall dismissed 
Robin Smith with a classic 
exhibition of seam bowling. 

Having moved two bails away, 
he nipped one back to win an Ibw 
appeal against his Hampshire 
colleague, who had offered no 

stroke. ... - • • 

Allan Lamb, in his first innings 
as captain, was out for only right 
when he played across the ortj 
spin of Henderson Springer and 

was Ibw. . . . 

Phil Defreitas wen t m idea ucai 
fashion while Chris Lewis and 
Keith Medlycott were both 
caught at first slip, Medlycott 
going first ball. .... 

The Barbados tail had com- 
pletely disintegrated at the start 
of the day, with the last four 
wickets going down for only two 

rU C- 5 jj:- took four 


wickets for seven in six overs. He 
had Marshall caught at long-off, 
bowled Ricky Hoyte — grand- 
son of the great Everton Weekes 
— with a quicker ball, trapped 
springer Ibw on the back fooL and 
had Johnson caught at extra- 
cover. 

Gordon Greenidge, 163 not 
out overnight, finally went for 
183 when Medlycott held a 
marvellous one-handed catch off 
his own bowling. Greenidge bat- 
ted for nearly six and a half 
hours, hitting 21 fours and two 
sixes, and faced 3 1 5 balls. 


Scoreboard 

BARBADOS first innings (overnight 
340 (or four) 

C. Greenidge^ and b Medlycott 183 

D. Haynes c Bailey b DeFraitas — 9 

C. Best c DeFreitas b Medlycott ... 95 

T. Payne b Medlycott — 0 

R. Holder Ibw b Hemmings 18 

M. Marshall c Lewis b Hemmings 24 

R. Hoyte b Hemmfngs 2 

H Springer Ibw b Hemmings 2 
A Johnson c Lamb b Hemmings 0 

S. Skeete c Capel b Medlycott 1 

V. Walcott not out 1 

Extras (b-3 lb-8 nb-31) 32 

Total 367 

Fall of wickets: 1 -32 2-247 3-250 4- 
2B9 5-345 6-359 7-365 8-365 9-365 
Bowling: DeFreitas. 17-1-60-1. 
Lewis 11-1-51-0, Capel 10-0-53-0, 
Hemmings 32-12-77-5, Medlycott 30- 
3-115-4 

ENGLAND first innings 
A. Stewart c Best b Marshall 21 

D. Capel b Greenidge b Marshall.. 3 

R. Bailey c sub b Walcott 7 

N. HuS3ain not out 70 

R. Smith Ibw b Marshall ...... 1 

D. Gower c Holder b Johnson 4 

A Lamb Ibw b Springer — 8 

P. DeFreftas Ibw b Springer 10 

C. Lewis c Best b Walcott 6 


Greenidge was not quite as 
dominant in the Barbados 
second innings, scoring 31 in 25 
overs. 


Desmond Haynes, however, 
was out for the sixth successive 
time for under 50 against 
England when he played across 
Defreitas and was fbw for 13. 


K. Medlycott c Best b Springer — 0 

E Hemmings b Walcott O 

Extras (b-8 lb-5 w-2nb-13) 28 

Total 158 

Fall ot wickets: 1 -25 2-36 3-52 4-56 
5-87 6-1 10 7-1 28 8-156 9-157 
Bowling: Marshal) 16-3-57-3. 
Skeete 6-1 -21 -0. Walcott 12.4-4-25-3. 

Joh nso n 6-0-21 - 1 , Springer 8- 1 -21 -3 

BARBADOS second innings 

G Greenidge not out — 3 1 

D Haynes Ibw b DeFraitas 13 

C. Best not out I? 

Extras (b-1 lb-5 nb-5) - — 1 1 

Total (for one wicket) 

Bowling (to date): OeFreitas 6-1- 
16-1. Capel 8-1-28-0, Lewis 6-1-84). 
Medtycotx 5-2-9-0 



Oxford (left) on their way to victory (Reuter wirephoto) 


Oxford win boat race 


LONDON, April 1, (Reuter): 
Oxford, the overwhelming 
favourites, comfohably won the 
136th University Boat Race yes- 5 
terday when they beat Cam- 
bridge by seven seconds. 

i ■ 


Employing the heaviest crew 
m the history < 


— o 1 ^ view 

istory of the race, Oxford 
used their 12.5-kgs per man 
advantage to full effect, winning 
in 17 minutes 15 seconds — the 
quickest time for five years — 
over the 6.9 kms River Thames 
course. 


Cambridge - threatened 
pnse when they took- tin 
early on. But Oxford, > 
eight included Christ< 
Heathcote, who at I (0.2 kj 
the heaviest man in the e 
bistory, gradually, overt 
the underdogs and from th 
km mark never Jooked like 
caught. 

The ^ victory • conti 
Oxford’s recent dominatl 
the race. It was their 14tfa i 
the last 1 5 races. 


me tast is races. 

Nicklaus vaults into 

SCOTTSDALR. AriT Ann) I rn..... . - 


SCOTTSDALE, Ariz., 

S8M.000 Scctodai. g o!f mt ° fina 

par. and a two-shot adv antage over fellow Amor,' ° 
Bruce Crampton of Aus 


par. ana a two-shot advantage over fell*™ i JAAT 

B T £rp lon 

Thursday s opening round was washed 
nament, shortened to 54 holes,^ds tod^ ** ^ ^ 













